Living The Maximum Life With

Power and Purpose
Steve Flatt

You are encouraged to study your Bible to prove the truth
presented in these lessons or any other lesson. The
comments presented herein are those of the compiler. You
should verify them and anything else taught by others; e.g.,
a pastor, preacher, priest, some Bible scholar,
commentator, or BibleWay Publishing as it is YOUR
responsibility to seek, know and do God's will.

In verifying you may wish to read different Bible
translations — ESV, NIV, NASU, RSV, KJV. Also use
Strong’s Greek and Hebrew Dictionary, Thayer’s Greek-
English Lexicon and Vines Expository Dictionary for
meaning of words or phrases you do not know. Be careful
with definitions as all dictionaries give both current and old
meaning of words and phrases.

The meaning of words and phrases change over time. Also,
several Greek words may be translated into one word in
English and may distort the original meaning. For instance,
the Greek words de and kai” were translated as “and” in
English. De is used to separate two nouns whereas kai
connects two nouns

Let God speak to you from His Holy Word as recorded in
the Bible.
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2ag evBappovovpe va peletnoete tn [paen cag yuo va
amodeifete TNV aAnbela mov TapovoldleTol oe avTd TO
pobnpata | o omolodnTote dAlo pabnua. Ta oyxoiwo
OV TTOPOLGLALOVTOL E5( EIVOL AVTA TOL UETAYADTTIOTY.
®a pénet va o ETAANBEHGETE KAl OTIONTOTE AAAO
dudoketat amd GALOVG. .. TAGTOPUS, EPOKTPVKAGC,
1EpEaG, KAmolog peAeTntg tng BifAov, oyoiacticn n
BibleWay Publishing kafdg givar dikn oag gvdovn va
avalntdte, va yvopilete kot va KAveTe To €A Tov
®eov.

Katd v emainBevon, pnopet va 0éhete va dafdoete
dopopeTikég puetappaocelg g Bipiov — ESV, NIV,
NASU, RSV, KJV. Xpnoiponomote eriong to EAAvikd
Kol EBpaikd Aegikd tov Strong, 1o eAAnvoayyAikd Ae€ucd
tov Thayer kot to Ae&ikd Vines Expository yio )
onpaocio AéEemv N ppdoswv ov dev yvopilete. Na giote
TPOGEKTIKOL [LE TOVG OPLOUOVG, KaBDG OAa Ta Ae&ikd
dtvouv 1060 TNV TPEYOLGH OGO Kol TV TAALG onuacio
TV AEE®V KL TOV PPACGEDV.

H onpocio tov AéEemv kot Tav pdoemv oALGlel pe T
mépodo Tov ypdvov. Emiong, morrég eAAnvucég AéEeig
umopel v LETOPPASTOVV o€ pio AEEN oTa ayyAKd Kot
umopei va 0ALOLDGOLVY TNV apytkn onuacio. o
mapadeLypa, ot EAANViKEG AéEeilg de ko kai
HETAPPACTNKAY MG «Ka oTa, ayyAkd. To De
YPTCLLOTIOLELTAL Y10l VO SLoY®PIGEL VO OVCLUGTIKA EVD
70 kai cuvdéel 0o OLGLUGTIKG

Aopnote tov b va cag pAncet amo tov Ayto Adyo
Tov énw¢ kataypdeetal ot Bifio.
[Tivakag mepreyopévov
T kbve €60?
[Toteg givan o1 agieg pov;
H Aerrovpyia cog pésa 610 cmpa
Aéopevon otov Xplotod
B¢tovTag TVELUATIKOVS GTOYOVG
Opydvwon Tov ypOévov Hov
XWOTEG LyEoELg
H Téyvn tov Tekewdpotog
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Introduction

God in His wisdom created one unique creation, man. He
created him in his likeness. All other of His creations are
robotic in nature by doing only as they were created to do,
no complaining and no rebelling; i.e., without the ability to
choose.

Mankind was also created with a purpose and with logic
and reasoning abilities. They can decide and choose. Our
choices either aid or harm our productivity in fulfilling our
purpose. They also help or hurt our ability to live a
fulfilled life. The lessons presented in the “Living The
Maximum Life with Power and Purpose” are designed to
assist us in reaching our full potential.

Chapter 1

What Am | Doing Here?

Once there was a fellow who whenever he went to speak,
wherever he went, he began each speech by asking the
guestion; Why are you here? It didn't matter where he
went, wherever he went, he got up and said, "Why are you
here?" Well one day he spoke at a mental institution. He
stood up and began like he always did. He said, "Why are
you here?" There was a long pause, a fellow stood up in
the back and said, "Well, we're all here because we're not
all there.”

How would you answer that question today? Why are you
here and where are you going? Oliver Wendell Holmes, the
famous Supreme Court Justice, was known for being
absent-minded. One time he was on a train, the conductor
came up to him and lo and behold, he had lost his ticket.
The conductor recognized him and said to him, "Now, your
honor, don't you worry about it. You'll find that ticket later.
When you do, just mail it to us." Oliver Wendell Holmes
looked at him and said, "My good man, I'm not worried
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O B&dg pe ) copia Tov dnpovpynoe Eva povadikod
dnuovpynua, tov dvBpmmo. Tov dnuiovpynoe Katd tnv
opoimon tov. OAa ta dAAa dnuovpynuatd Tov givar
POUTOTIKNAG PVONG KAVOVTOG HOVO OIS dntovpynnkay
Y vo Kavouv, ympig mopdmovo Kot Ywpig Enavactdr.
dNAadn ywpig SOLVOTOTNTA ETIAOYNG.

H avBporomta dnpovpyndnke eniong e oKomo Kol e
AOYIKN KOl GLAAOYIGTIKEG IKOVOTNTEG. MTopovV va
amoacicovy kat vo emthéEovy. Ot emAoyEg pog gite
BonBovv gite PAATTOVY TNV TAPAYOYIKOTNTA LOG GTNV
EKTANP®CT] TOL 6KOToV poc. Emiong, Bonbovv 1
PAGmToUY TV IKavOTNTA pog v Lodue Uio, OLOKANP@UEVT
Con. Ta pabnpata Tov Ttapovoidlovtal oto «Living The
Maximum Life with Power and Purpose» &yovv
oyedlaoTel Yo va pag Bondncovy va aéloromcovpe
TMNPOG TIC SLVATOTNTEG UAG.
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O1oV K1 o T yave, Gpyile ke opthio kdvovtag TV
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about you getting your ticket." He said, "I need it to know
where I'm going."

The good news is God knows why you're here and He
knows where you need to go. He wants to empower you to
live the life. God has a very clear and distinct purpose for
your life. God does not make anything without a purpose.
If you are alive, He has a purpose for you. The tragedy is
that most people live their entire life never learning what
that purpose is, never discovering their niche and never
finding out where they fit.

People tend to live out their lives on one of three levels of
living.
1. Plodders

Almost half of this world are plodders. They are people
whose lives are robotic. They don't really live; they just

exist and just eke it out. They plod through life. If you
were to ask them, what do you live for? They'd say,

"The weekend" or "my two weeks vacation in August."
They're plodders. They plod through life and they miss

it.

2. Pushers
Almost the other half of the population are pushers.
The pushers are the carrot chasers, they're the ladder
climbers and they're the ones the world deems
successful. These are the folks that the plodders envy

because they've made money, possessions and prestige.

To a plodder, he pusher's life looks pretty good. But
the fact is, eventually the pusher feels the emptiness of
the plodders. Because after they've earned so much

money, many nice cars and given their kids everything,

they ask themselves: Why don't | feel fulfilled?

It's amazing the number of books that fill the bookstore

shelves in the last couple of years that show the
emptiness of success. Here are four or five titles of
some books that have come out: The Price of Success,
Is it Worth 1t? Or how about these, If I'm So
Successful, Why Do | Feel Life a Fake? and The

Success Trap, Re-Thinking Your Ambitions. Here's one.

The Search for Meaning. Let me give you one more,
Beyond Success, Coping With the Fast-Track Blues.
You don't even have to read those books to know what
they're saying, do you?

What are they saying? They're saying that what this

world calls success does not satisfy. Why? Because it's

not our purpose. God didn't put you on this earth to
make money. His motto for living is not: "Get all you
can and sit on your can.” That's not God's purpose.
God didn't make you to climb some arbitrary ladder of
success that He did not build.

3. Purposeful Living

epaton. ['arti eioot edd? Agv glye onuocio Tov
TyaLvE, OOV THYOLVE, ONKOONKE Ko glme «yloti eloo
€0@;». AomoV o pépa wiknoe og va yoylotpeio.
Inkodnke 0pOlog kot dpyroe Onwg éxave mdvra. Eine:
"Tatl eioat €dm;" 'Eyve o peydin tooon, &vog
GUVAdEAPOG oNKOONKE Ao Tow Kot eine: «Aowmdv,
glpaoTte OAOL €M YT OeVv EIOOTE OAOL EKED.

[log Ba amavtovcate 6€ aVTH TNV EPAOTNCT GNLEPT;
INori gioon €dm kon wov mag; O OMPep Tovévred Xolpg,
0 01don oG d1KaoTNS Tov Avetdtov Atkacstnpiov, NTav
YVOoTHg Yo TNV amoyn. Mo eopd Tov NTav o€ Eva
TPEVO, TOV TANGIOcE 0 aywYOg Kot 100V, Elxe YAGEL TO
glo1tNp1o tov. O HaEGTPOG TOV AVOYVADPLEE KOl TOV EIME:
"Topa, Tiun cov, unv avnouvyeis yi' avto. Oa Ppeig avtd
To glo1TNpLo apyodtepa. Otav 1o Bpelc, amhmg oteile pog
To Tayvopopueio.” O OMPep [Novéviel XoAug tov koitale
Ko gine: «Kaké pov, dev avnouy® UNTog TAPELS TO
gloltnplo covy. Eine: «To yperdlopon yio vo EEpm o0
Tao».

Ta kadd véa gtvor 6tL 0 Oedg E€pet Yiati eloTe €00 Kot
Eépel mo¥ Tpémel vo, Tate. OEAEL v oG dDGEL dHVOUT VO
{noete ) Lon. O Ogdg Exel Evay TOAD Gaen Kot
Eexoprotd okomo yia ) Lo cog. O Oegdg dev pTidyvel
tinota yopig oxond. Av eicon {ovtavog, Exel évav oKomo
yw oéva. H tpaywndio eival 611 o1 teprocdTepOl AvOprmot
Covv oAoKAN PN TN LN Tovg, Ypig va pabaivovy molog
glvar 0vTOG 0 GKOTOG, VO UV 0VOKOADTTOVY TOTE T1)
0¢om Toug Ko ToTE va, unv poabaivouy o taptdlovv.

O1 vBpwmot tetvouv va {ovv ) Lmn Tovg o€ éva and Ta

Tpia eninedo {o1g.

1. [Mhovtép
Yxeddv TO NUICL AVTOV TOL KOGHOL Eivat
plodders.Eivot avOpwmot tmv omoimv 1 (o1 eivat
poumoTikr. Agv ovv TpayHOTIKG. ATADG VTAPYOLV
Kot amhmg o Pyalovv. Opymdvouy ot Lmn. Av Toug
pwtovoeg, Yo Tt (eig; Oa éheyav, «To
Zafpatoxvplarxon N «ot 500 RSOUASES OUKOTEG LOV
tov Avyovotor. Efvar Adtpeis. Opydvouv ot (o
KoL TOVG AgimeL.

5. obntéc
2yeddv 10 GhAo Lo Tov TANBVGHOD givar wONTEG. O
oOntég givat o1 Kuvnyol kapdtmv, gival ot
avapprynTég e okdAag kat etvat owtol mov o
KOG oG Bewpel emttuynpévoue. Avtol eivat ot
GvBpmmol mov {NAgLOLV 01 AATPELG EMELDN £YOVV
KepOIoEL YpRLOTA, TEPLOVGIEG Kot KOpOC. o évov
plodder, n {on tov pusher @aiveton opketd KaAr.
AMAG O YEYOVOG givor OTL TEAIKA 0 @ONTS
aic0dvetat to kevo tov plodders. Engidn apov £xovv
Kepdioel TOGO YpATA, TOAAG mpaic ovTokiviTo Kot
€yovv dMOEL TO TAVTO GTO TUdLL TOVG,
avapotovvral: [ati dev oncBdvopon Tinpopévoc;




Only a precious few in this old world ever realize it.
It's called purposeful living. These are the few folks
who've discovered God's plan for their lives and as
they tap into that purpose, they find power, they find
significance and they find satisfaction. What's more,
these are the people who make the greatest impact on
this old world.

When you look across history at the people who've
made the greatest impact on this world, they are not the
ones who are the brightest, not the best educated and
not the wealthiest. No, the people who have made the
biggest difference in this world, for good or for bad,
were those with the deepest convictions that stem from
a genuine purpose. Whether it was Lincoln, Buddha,
Marx, or Jesus, right or wrong, good or bad, the ones
who've made the greatest difference are the ones who
were driven by a purpose. Great lives are purposeful
lives, they're not plodders and they're not pushers.

If you want to live the maximum life, you need to tap
into God's purpose for your life and discover, develop
and maintain it.

The following are a couple of references to men who
found and lived life at the third level - purposeful
living. First is David, King of Israel from the Old
Testament. The New Testament says in Acts 13:36
“For when David had served God's purpose in his own
generation, he fell asleep (died); he was buried.” Isn't
that a great verse? Somebody says, "What's so great
about that? He served God's purpose and then he died."
What more could you say about somebody? He did
what God wanted him to do with his life. Then he died.
He died, great, nothing else to do. He was what God
wanted him to be and then he died—what an epitaph.
He served God's purposes in his generation.

Another example is the Apostle Paul. Now there was a
man who knew his purpose in life. He said in Acts
20:24 "1 consider my life worth nothing to me, if only |
may finish the race and complete the task the Lord
Jesus has given me." Underline those words in your
Bible: Complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me.

In this series, | want you to discover the task that the
Lord wants you to complete. It won't necessarily be
exactly the same as Paul's, in fact, it will not. But by
the end of our series, my goal is for you to have
something that you don't have right now. | want you to
have a written out life plan, Yes, a written out life
plan! You might say "Well, I've never done that."
Maybe that's why you're a plodder. Maybe that's why
you're stuck on that pusher treadmill. | want us to Bible
study and pray. | want you to write out your own life
plan. It amazes me how many business people will
spend weeks crafting out a written business plan for
their corporation. Or how many teachers will spend
countless hours working on lesson plans for their

Eivol exminktikog o aptdpog tov Pifiiov mov
yepilouv ta pdoro Tov Pipionwieionv ta teElevTaio
300 POV, TTOV JELYVOLV TO KEVO TNG EMTLYIOC.
AxoAovBolv téooepig 1 TEVTE TITAOL LEPIKDV
Bprimv mov égovv KukAopopnoet: To tipnpa g
emtuyiog, agilel tov komo; 'H t1 B Aéyate Yo avtd,
€av gipan 1660 emruynuévog, yioti viobwm ™ Lon
yevtikn; kou The Success Trap, Re-Thinking Your
Ambitions. Opiote éva. H avalinton tov vonuarog.
Emutpéyte pov va cag daow éva axoun, Beyond
Success, Coping With the Fast-Track Blues. Agv
yperaletar kav va dfdacete avtd ta Pipiia yio va
uébete T Aéve, cOGTA;

T Aéve? Aéve 6TL avTd OV WTOG 0 KOGLOG OVOUAleL
emtuyia oev wavorotel. I'oti; [Notl dev etvar o
okondg poc. O Ogdg dev o€ Efade G€ VTN TN YN Yo
va Bydreg Aeptd. To poto tov yuo ™ on dev giva:
«ITdpe 0,T1 pmopelg Kot KATGE GTO KOVTAKL GOLY. Agv
glvar ovtdg 0 6KOTOG TOL B0V, O Bedg dev G€ EKAVE
va avéPelg kamoto avBaipetn okdia emiTuyiog Tov
dev éytice Avtdc.

3. Zxomun Awoficoon
Moévo Aiyor TOAOTIHLOL GE AVTOV TOV TAALO KOGUO TO
oLVEIONTOTTOLOVV TToTE. Aéyetan okdmiun {on. Avtol
glvar o1 Alyol dvOpmmot Tov avoKaALYaY TO GYESI0
Tov g0V yia 1N {1 Tovg Kot Kabmg
EKHETOAAEDOVTAL OLTOV TOV GKOTO, Bpickouv
dvvaun, Bpickovy onpacia kot fpicikovy
wavonoinon. EmmAéov, avtoi givat ot dvBpwmot mov
£€YOVV TOV LEYOAVTEPO AVTIKTLTTO GE QVTOV TOV TOAO
KOGLLO.
Orav xottalete og OAN TV 16TOPIA TOVG AVOPDTOVS
OV ElY0V TOV PEYOADTEPO AVTIKTUTO GE OVTOV TOV
kOG0, dev givat avtol wov givor ot o E&vmvot, ovTe
01 KOADTEPO, LOPPMUEVOL OVTE 01 o TAovotot. Oy,
o1l AvBpwmol Tov £Kavay Tn peyaAdTEPT S10popd o€
aVTOV TOV KOG, Y10 KOAO M Yol KOKO, TV eKElvol
ue Tig Pabvtepec memoldncelg mov Tnyalovy omd Evav
yvioto okond. Eite ntav o Atvkolv, o Boddag, o
Mapé 1 o Incovg, cwotdg 1 AdBog, Kaddg 1 Kakdg,
aVToi TOL £Kovay TN PeYaAHTEPT dlopopd givar avtol
7oV odNyRONKaY amd Evav okomd. Ot omovdaieg Lmég
elvan {ég pe oKomod, dev elval YONTELTIKEG Kot OEV
GTPADYVOLV.

Av 0élete va {foete ™ péyiom Lon, Tpémet vo
a&lonomoete Tov oKomo Tov Peob yia T (N cog Kot
V0. TOV OVOKOADYETE, VO TOV OVOTTUEETE KOl VO, TOV
dlotnpnoete.

AxoArovBo0v pepicég avapopég og Avopeg Tov
Bprkav kot Elnoav ™ {on 6Tto Tpito eninedo -
okomiun Lon. [podtog givar o Aofid, o faciiibg Tov
Iopon amo v [Horod Awednqkn. H Ko Atebnkm
Mgl otic [paéeic 13:36 «Eme1on, 0tov o Aafid iye




classes, and yet would never think about actually
constructing a life plan. That's not just ironic, that's
foolish.

Let’s get started developing a life plan for the
maximum life by considering God's general purposes
for people. In the other lessons in this series, The
Maximum Life, specific application for our own lives
will be made as they are revisited.

What are God's purposes for his people?

1. To be loved by God.
In Ephesians 2:4-5 Paul said, “But because of His great
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us
alive..." He made us to love us. 1 John 4:10, "This is
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and
sent His own Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins."”
That's the whole motivation behind the crucifixion.
Now folks, if you miss that, you really miss the core
reason for living. I'm amazed at how many people who
miss that tend to think that God doesn't like them and
that God put them here to run through a maze to see
how he could trip them up. NO! Rid yourself of the
kind of thinking that says God does not love you.
Otherwise, you'll never discover your purpose in life.
God loves you more than anything or anyone else
possibly could.

2. To manage his Creation.
He set that purpose forth in the Garden of Eden. “So
God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over
every living creature that moves on the ground.”
(Genesis 1:27-28)

People, this is the concept of stewardship. Our God
owns everything that is and we are put here as
stewards. In other words, we're put here as managers.
It's like the fellow at the big grocery store. He doesn't
own all of the stock on the shelf, but he's responsible
for it. He was put there by the owner of that store to be
in charge of it. God made humans to prudently manage
the whole earth, then and now. That's part of why we're
here.

3. Todo good things.
He made us to do good things. Ephesians 2:10 makes
that perfectly clear, "For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.” Now later we're
going to look at what kind of good things that God
created for us to do, and you'll even have the
opportunity to analyze your own life and to prioritize
the good works that God really wants you to do within

VANPETNOEL TO GKOTO TOV B0V 5T SIKY| TOV YEVIA,
Ko Onke (mébave). tov E0ayavy. Aev givat
onovdaiog otiyog; Kdamolog Aéet, "Ti eivan 1600
omovdaio g 0VTo; YINPETNoE T0 GKOTO ToL Bg0h
Kot petd mébave." Tt dAlo Ba prnopovcarte va meite
v kamowov; Exave 6,11 0ele 0 Ogdg va kdvel ot
Con tov. Metd nébave. [1€0ave, vépoyo, Timota
éAro va kével. Hrav ovtd mov 110gke o Oedc va givar
Kol HETA TEOOVE — TL EMTAPLOG. YANPETNOE TOVG
6K0TOVG TOL B0V 0N YEVIA TOV.

"Eva dhho mapdderypa givar o Atdotorog Iavroc.

Topa vanpye évog dvBpomog Tov NEepe ToV OKOTO
g Cong tov. Eine oto eddgro TIpateig 20:24
«Oeopd 6TL M {on pov dev a&ilet Timota yuo péva,
pUovo av UTopd VoL TEAELMGE® TOV ay®VO. Kol VoL
0AOKANPOO® TO £pY0 TTOL HOV €xel dmael o Kuplog
Incovgy. Yroypoupiote autég tig Aé&eig otn Bipio
c0g: OAOKANPOGTE TNV EPYACIO TOV HOL EXEL ODGEL O
Kvprog Incovc.

g aut T oepd, 0EA® Vo avakaAvyETE TNV gpyacio
mov o Kvpiog BéAet va olokinpdcete. Agv Ba gival
amopaitnTa akplPac to id1o pe tov ITaviov, oty
TpaypotikdTnTa Ogv Ba givat. AAAG péypt To Té€Aog
NG GEPAg Hag, GTOYO0G LoV elval vo £ETE KATL TOL
dgv &yete auTn ™ oTiyun. OEAm va €xelg Eva Ypartod
oyéotlo Long, Nat, éva ypartd oyédio Lmng! Mropeite
va meite "Aowmdv, dev 10 Exm khvel Toté avtd." Tomg
YU awtd eloat dAoyos. Towg avtog ivar o Adyog mov
€xeTe KOAMNGEL GE QUTOV TOV d140popo mOnong.
&l va pedetape ) Ipaen Kot va mpocevyOHooTE.
O&ho va yphyelg To d1kd cov oyedo Lonc. Me
gkmAnooel Tocol emyelpnuatieg Oo Tepacovy
€POOUAOES Vi VO, PTIAEOVY EVOL YPOTTO
EMYEPNUATIKO 0YESL0 Yo TNV emyeipnon| tovg. 'H
o601 ddokorot Oa E0dEyouv apETPNTEG DPES
dovAevovTag o€ oyEdL LabnuaToV yo Tic TaEelg
TOVG, Kol OU®G Oev Ba oKEPTOVTAY TOTE Vo TIAEOLV
éva oyéoto Lomng.

Ag EeKiviiooLE VO avOTTOGGOVUE Eva o)E010 (NG
v N péyrom Lo Aappavovag vToyn Toug
YEVIKOUG GKOTOVG TOL Be0D Y10 Tovg avBpdmovs. Xta
GAAo padnpata ovthg g oelpds, The Maximum
Life, Oa yivel cuykekpiuévn Qopuroyn yiuo Tig Sikég
pog (oéc kabag Ba emaveeTaoToOV.

[Totot eivan o1 6xomoi Tov g0l Yo TOV Aad TOV;
1. No o¢ ayandet o Ogog.

21ovug Epeciovg 2:4-5 o [Mavrog gine: «AAAG AOY®
™G peyding aydmmg Tov yia gpdc, o ®edg, o
TAOVG10G o€ £AE0G, Mag Ekove (ovTavougs...» Mag
ékave va pog ayamape. 1 Iodvvn 4:10, «Avto sivan
aydmn: oyt 6tL ayannoaue tov ®gd, aAAd OTL [Log
ayannoe kot £otelre Tov otkd Tov Y10 g e&hemtiknm
Buoia yuo Tic apaptiec pog." Avto givar 6Ao to
Kivntpo Ticw amd T oTAVPWOoT).




4.

the context of your own existence because all of us
have different existences. We live different lives.

To enjoy life.
John 8, Jesus tells us the devil is a liar; in fact, he is the

father of all lies. Surely, the biggest lie that Satan has
ever gotten humanity to buy into is that our God wants
us to be miserable. In the Garden of Eden, Satan
essentially told Eve as she was looking at that fruit,
"Oh, God doesn't want you to have any fun. God
doesn't want you to really enjoy life." He's been
destroying us by the millions with that old lie ever
since.

Jesus said "I have come that you may have life and
have it to the full." (John 10:10) That is our theme
verse for this whole series. "I have come that you may
have life and have it to the full." Read that again "I
have come that you may have life and have it to the
full.”

Paul said in 1 Timothy 6:17 “put your hope in God
who richly provides for our enjoyment.” Hear me
because this will bash some of the lies that Satan has
had you believe. God made you to have fun. He made
you to enjoy life, but that comes by living out his
purpose for us, not by believing all the devil's lies.
That's part of the key that we are going to discover
over the remaining lessons. People, mark these four
purposes well because we will come back to them.

Why living out God's purpose so important?

1.

It increases my motivation.

It increases my motivation because purpose provides
motivation. When you discover the answer to the
question, why am I here? It will amaze you how much
more energy you have. You will hop out of bed saying,
"Good morning, Lord!" instead of, "Good Lord, it's
morning!" God said in Jeremiah 29:11, “’For [ know
the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, ‘plans to
prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope
for a future.”” How does that make you feel?

When you plug into God's purposes for your life, you
get enthusiastic. In fact, do you know where we get the
word enthusiasm? Enthusiasm comes from two Greek
words put together—en theos, meaning "in God."
When you are in God, in His will, in His plan and in
His purpose, you are enthusiastic. It's automatic.

Now obviously, I'm not just talking about being a
Christian. | hate to say this, but you already know it,
way too many Christians aren't enthusiastic at all. The
reason is, after obeying the gospel which is the
foundation of God's purpose for their life, they quit
looking for God's purpose. They quit looking here.
They quit looking through other believers. It's like they
obeyed the gospel, by believing, repenting, confessing
and being baptized into Christ and say, "Thank you
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Jesus, for forgiveness and salvation, I'll take it from
here." They jump in and they drive off into the desert
of plodding, or the desert of pushing until they run out
of gas. But by living within God's plan for your life
everyday your tank stays full and you stay motivated.
It makes all the difference in the world.

It eliminates distraction.

This is key! One of the pitfalls of this generation is we
just have too many options, don't we? When | was a
boy growing up, we had three TV channels we
received on our old black and white television. Only
one came in clear with rabbit ears. With cable and
satellite and hundreds of channels, many devoted to
news, sports, movies, pornography, comedy or
cartoons we have many options. Now Ipods and cell
phones provide even more options. Distractions are
plentiful.

We've enhanced technology with mobility. The options
to fill our time are limitless, but our time is limited. We
still have 24 hours a day. Frankly, many of us don't
have time to do everything. | don't have time to do
everything. Pushers, and there are a lot of pushers out
there who need to hear this. Pushers think the more
they get done, the more satisfied they will be. Wrong!
Wrong! Wrong! Selection is the name of the game for
effectiveness. Concentrating your energy on what God
wants you to do, not what everybody else wants you to
do. When you hone in on what your real purpose for
life is, it not only tells you what you need to do, it also
tells you what you don't need to do.

Too many of you are very efficient, but you're not
effective. Do you know what the difference is between
efficient and effective? Efficiency is doing things right,
effectiveness is doing right things. | want to make sure
I'm doing the right things, rather than just doing things
right. If you're not careful, you'll end up arranging deck
chairs on the Titanic. Have you ever thought about
that? It looks good, it's all neat and it's in order, but the
ship is sinking. Effectiveness!

Peter Drucker was perhaps the leading management
guru of this past century. He was asked one time:
What's the basic thing that every business owner needs
to know? Drucker said, "There are only two questions
related to business that the owner needs to know.
Number one, what is my business? And number two,
how is business?" That's what you need to ask. What is
my business in life? And question number two, how's
business?

Life focus has tremendous power; it's like a light that is
focused. Take a light and focus it through a magnifying
glass. You will concentrate the energy of the light to
where it can set a piece of paper on fire. If you take it
and concentrate it even more you create a thing called
a laser that can cut through anything. Light
concentrated has power, light diffused doesn't have that
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power—the same way with life. Life concentrated has
power. Life diffused has no power at all. Paul
understood this, he said in Philippians 3:13, "But one
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, | press on to win the goal." The
number one game in America right now is Trivial
Pursuit and I'm not talking about the board game. I'm
talking about life. The ridiculous way we fill our lives
with things that don't matter.

The average American who will live to about age 85
will spend about ten years watching television. Tell
me, of all the things that you have watched, have you
seen enough that's worth giving up 10 years for?
Some of you are too busy. Some of you, some of us,
are pulled into too many directions, not doing bad
things, but chasing trivial things. The end result is
disappointing. The maximum life eliminates
distractions.

It attracts assistance.

There are so few people who know where they're going
in life that if you'll figure it out; they'll want to go with
you. That's the nature of the beast. If they sense you
have purpose, they'll want to go. That's true with even
purpose-driven people who are headed in the wrong
direction. There are lots of folks, David Koresh's,
Louis Farrakhan's and Shirley MacLaine's of this
world, leading others in a wrong direction. They've got
followings just because they've got a purpose. If you
follow God's purpose for your life, you will be
respected, you will be emulated and you will be
followed.

The greatest way to help other people is to BE what
God made you to be. That's the greatest way to help
other people, to just BE what God made you to be. If
like David, you serve God's purposes in your
generation. God will bless many, many lives through
you.

It prepares me for God's evaluation.

This is really the most important of all. One of these
days, we are going to die. One of these days, I’'m going
to die. One of these days, you're going to die. One of
these days, all of what we call history is going to end
and we will stand before God's judgment seat, so says
Hebrews 9:26-27, Romans 14:10 and a host of other
passages in Scripture. I've heard some people say that
when we stand before that judgment seat, that's going
to be the final exam of life. No it's not, that's when you
get your test paper back. We're in the final exam right
now because we've already got the questions. We're
working on the answers. Every day, we are filling in
the blanks.
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You say, “Wait a minute, I don’t know what questions
are on the final exam.” Well, there are just two. When
you stand before the judgment seat of God, I will tell
you right now what they are. There are only two
questions. They are, paraphrased and stated
generically, “What did you do with my son Jesus
Christ?” And “What did you do with your life?” Our
God is the Creator and the Master. He has invested
certain talents, abilities and gifts in you and he has
planned certain functions within the Body, the Church,
for you to do. How are you doing on your exam? What
answers have you filled in last week? What are you
going to write down by your actions this week?

Our goal is that by the end of this series you will have
a life plan, genuinely based on God's purposes for you.
But, to close this lesson I want to ask the second
question first. “What did you do with your life today?”
Because living life to the best that we possibly can by
our own initiative and power will not rid us of a single
sin. We are so contaminated by sin that we cannot live
with God forever in heaven because He is all Holy. In
Him is light and there is no darkness at all. We will not
go to heaven with our iniquities, and all of us have
iniquities. So, what is your answer to God’s first
question “What did you do with my son Jesus Christ?”
The good news is, He sent His son to die on that cross,
so that if by faith we connect to that cross, trusting and
believing that Jesus is God's Son, being willing to
confess that before anybody, repenting, which means
turning; i.e., turning your life away from the trivial and
worldly things, changing your worldly and sinful life
saying, "l want to follow Him." Then culminating that
faith response by being baptized, re-enacting the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ, so that you can be
free from your sin. That's the beginning, that's the
birth. From that point forward, it is loving Jesus, loving
Jesus for saving you, loving Jesus because He loved
you first.

Question number one on the Judgment Day is: “What
did you do with my Son Jesus Christ?” Are you
willing to make the commitment to Him now?
Remember this is the cornerstone, it is the purpose that
God has for your life. This is where it starts. Come to
Christ today. Lesson # 1296 January 12, 1997

Chapter 2

What Are My Values?

In his book, Ordering Your Private World, Gordon
MacDonald tells about a friend that was the duty officer on
a nuclear submarine in the Mediterranean. On one occasion
while the captain was in his quarters, the duty officer was
in the very bowels of the submarine. There was a lot of
naval traffic overhead so he was forced to make some
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rather abrupt and sudden maneuvers to avoid any potential
collisions.

Within a matter of moments the captain came down to the
bridge, the control room. He looked at the duty officer and
asked "Is everything all right?" "Yes sir," replied the duty
officer. The captain took a quick look around and began to
go back up the ladder while muttering under his breath,
"Everything looks all right to me, too."

When | read that little illustration, it reminded me so much
of life. All around danger is lurking—above us, around us
and below us. There are things that would wreck our lives.
The alert captain, rather trying to necessarily handle every
distraction that might come their way, immediately went to
the control room and looked around and asked "Is
everything all right down here?"

| want you to temporarily forget all that's going on around
you. Try your best to forget the distractions, the
frustrations and the dangers that go way down deep inside,
all the way down to your control room. The place the
Scripture calls the heart. Look around and see if everything
looks all right there to you, too.

See, the key to building the maximum life is not so much
of taking care of what's out there but taking care of what's
in here, the heart, mind or intellect. Like that submarine,
it's what steers.

Way down deep inside that determines either the success or
the failure of the journey. In the human life, those things
are called values. Those core things that you cherish and
live for are in the very bowels of your soul. They are the
essence of life. Let's go down and look at our values.

What are your values?

a. Your values determine your direction.
Have you ever noticed how many people are
directionless in life? People like your neighbors or co-
workers go with the flow and roll with the punch. If a
fad comes up, they chase the fad. They just toss to and
fro. James said "A double-minded man is unstable in all
he does." (James 1:8) A couple of verses earlier, he
compares that double-minded man to a cork or a buoy
on the sea that is tossed back and forth by the waves.
Now we don't use that terminology often today. We
don't talk about double-minded people. Well, what is
James talking about there? A double-minded man or a
woman is simply someone who is unsure of his or her
values. There is a whole generation of people who are
nowhere close to living the maximum life because they
have no idea what their values are.

George Gallup did a poll not long ago concluding the
number one stress factor, problem or issue facing the
Baby Boomer generation is not a lack of money, a lack
of time or relational conflict, and it is what he calls,
"incongruent values." In other words, he says, we say
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we believe one thing and then we live in a totally
different way.

For example, we Baby Boomers say, "We believe in
family. We think that's the most important thing;"
however, the average father spends an uninterrupted
interaction with each child of less than two minutes a
day. He worships his career. We say that good health is
important. But, we admit when asked, "Do you eat
right?” "Well no, not really.” You ask, "Do you
exercise?" "Well no, we don't really exercise, but good
health is important to me." We say things like,
"Materialism is bad." Then go deep in debt trying to
keep up with the Joneses.
When you have competing values, you're a ship dead in
the water. You are going nowhere. That's why Solomon
said in Proverbs 4:23, "Above all else, guard your heart,
for it is the wellspring of life.” He is saying: What you
value directs your life. If you were to honestly tell me
what you value in life, I could predict where your life is
going to go. Every decision you make is based upon
your values; they direct your life.

b. Your values end up determining your destiny.
Doesn't that make sense? If my values chart the course
I'm going to follow then they pretty well assure where
I'm going to end up. Jesus said in Mark 8, verses 36 and
37, "'What good is it for a man to gain the whole world,
yet forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange
for his soul?"" What you value is what you give your life
to, and ultimately it's what you are going to give your
soul to. So values are extremely important, they're the
axle that turns the wheel.

Where do | get my values?

You get them from a lot of places, but ultimately there are

two basic sources. You get them from Christ or culture. To

put it another way, you get your values from the Word or

from the world. Now it's pretty easy to determine what

Christ's values are if you get to know His Book, the Bible

and you'll have a real good handle on what His value

system is all about.

Somebody said, "What about the world’s value system, our
culture? What are the values that they propose?" | suggest
that the surest place to get a little synopsis of the world's
values is commercials. In 15 seconds, you can find out
what the world thinks you value because that's the button
they're trying to push. They're appealing to your basic
motivation. You can pretty well wrap it up in three words.
We've talked about these before.
a. Pleasure.
Our culture values pleasure. It's the number one
industry in America right now—the entertainment
industry. It grosses more money than any other single
industry. We are a very sensual society. We just want
to have fun, so if it feels good we do it. That's a value
that the world proposes.
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Possessions.

You know Americans believe in life, liberty and
purchase of happiness, don't we? We are consumed
with consuming. We kind of live by the motto that the
one with the most toys is going to win. The world is
silently, but very forcefully giving us the message:
Your self worth is equal to your net worth.

Power — Prestige — Position.

They're all linked together. It's the third leg of the
cultural value system. Look at the commercials. Have
you ever noticed how they insidiously want you? The
guy puts on his racing gloves, those dark glasses, gets
inside that sport coupe and the announcer says, "Own
the road." That's power right there. One of the ones
that's so ironic is the advertiser and the credit card
which says, "Get control of your life!" Do you see the
appeal to that perceived value of power?

Understand this. Contrary to the devil's propaganda,
God is not against all those things. There are so many
people who believe the lie that God is some prude who
says, "If you're a Christian, you can't have any
pleasure, no fun. If you're a Christian, you can't have
very many possessions. You've got to almost be a
pauper. If you're a Christian, you've got to be a meek,
weak, little worm. Don't you ever have any power?"
That is contrary to what God says. No! No! God never
says that. He never says you cannot have pleasure, He
never says you can't have possessions. He never says
you can't have some power. What God says is those
can't be your values. Those cannot be the core desires
of your heart, or you'll miss the maximum life.

John, who was in his nineties and an aged apostle, said
“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For everything in the world; the cravings of sinful
man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he
has and does-comes not from the Father but from the
world.” (NIV) The New King James Version states
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” (1 John 2:15-
16)

Do you know what those are? Those are the three
things we just talked about. The lust of the flesh—
pleasure, the lust of the eyes—possessions and the
pride of life—power. What God says through John is,
don't love those things, they are not from the Father,
they come from the world.

Proverbs 21:21 states, "He who pursues righteousness
and love finds life, prosperity, and honor.”" We neglect
this to our own downfall. Did you notice those
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benefits? If you will value the right things, God will
give you the things the world craves. God will give
you life. He'll give you prosperity. He'll give you
honor. Those are roughly equivalent to pleasure,
possessions, and power. If you value righteousness and
love God says, "I'll take care of the rest, and I'll give
them to you in proper measure to make your life all it
can be." Don't praise the value system of culture.
Praise the value system of Christ.

How can | build my life on right and lasting values?
How do | go about doing that?

a. Assess what's important.
"Let us discern for ourselves what is right; let us learn
together what is good." (Job 34:4) See, before we can
do what is good we've got to discern what is good.
Deciding what's important in one’s life is one of the
basic problems in America.
As stated earlier, this generation is characterized by
incongruent values. That's because we seldom take the
time to ask: What do | value? What is really important
to me? Several of you | am sure saw the recent study
which showed that television shapes children's values
more than parents. Now that's sad! But we all knew
that was true. A child watches television five hours a
day. A child seldom spends that much time with a
parent. Television shapes children's values in America
today more than parents. But here's the other thing, it's
not just the children. We, adults begin to assemble TV,
videos and movies present values. What we first may
see, we may roll our eyes, or we may even gasp, and
then we just kind of keep watching and time passes.
We may laugh about it and after a while, we
subconsciously embrace it.

This is key. Most Americans are basing their lives,
their futures, and their children's future on values we
didn't even choose. That's not too smart, is it? We're
basing our whole destinies on values we're not even
thinking about. Stop and decide WHAT'S REALLY
IMPORTANT IN LIFE! Then you need to write out
your definition of success in your life.

If you these lessons to really mean something to your
life, you'll write your own definition of success. Then
don't you let anyone or anything move you off center
to cause you to buy into their definition of success.

Do you know what success is? It is not making lots of
money. It is not having a powerful position. It's not
having pleasure every minute. SUCCESS IS LIVING
OUT YOUR VALUES. That's what it is. It's not a
destination; it's the journey you travel as you live out
the values that you believe are important. Don't let
anyone else determine that for you. Success is living
out your values.
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Now incidentally, teens, singles, young marrieds,
middle agers or senior saints, you can be successful at
any stage of your life because again, success is not
some point down the road based on how you feel, what
you have or what you do. Success is living out your
values day by day. You can enjoy success right now if
you're living out your values. Now obviously if those
values are based upon Christ and His Word and His
promises, then the success you enjoy is God-given and
is eternal.

Let me ask you a question: Have you taken the time to
analyze what you really value? Better yet, have you
written them down so that you can review them ever so
often? The foundation to the maximum life is to first
assess what's important.

| think one of the best ways to know what you value is
to answer a couple of simple questions. Imagine that
you're 90 years old, some of you may be, but most of
you aren't. a) Look back on your life and write down
the five things you will have most wanted to do in your
life. b) Write down what are the five ways or things
that you most want people to remember about you.
Those 10 things, the five things you most want to have
done and the five things you want people most to
remember, are your core values. Why don't you do
that?

The problem is we rarely take the time to examine our
values until we have a crisis. When things are going
great and you're having fun, you don't stop and ask if
that is what life is really all about? Are you focusing
on what's important? No, you just go through life and
have fun. But, when your life gets jolted by some crisis
i.e., the death of a loved one, a divorce, bankruptcy,
lay-off, major illness or the kids mess up, then in your
pain, you start asking: What does it really matter?
Hear me; don't wait for the valleys to clarify your
values. Set them now, and if you do, you will avoid a
great deal of pain and you will minimize the rest. Set
those anchors deep within the very control room of
your ship, assess what's important.

Bail-Out of what's unimportant.

| know. You don't have time to do everything. Frankly,
most things in life aren't worth doing even if we did
have the time. We should pass on it. The key premise
to the maximum life is that life is too important to
waste. Don't fill your time with junk. Look at Psalm
119:37, "Turn my eyes away from worthless things.”

When | was just out of college, probably 22 or 23 years
old, the video age dawned. | got hooked on video
games. Back then, they only had two, for you old-
timers who can remember they had Pac Man and
Asteroids. Now they can do everything. Before long
and with a little skill 1 could play 45 minutes to an hour
for a quarter. | would catch myself, silly as it sounds,
on my lunch hour going over and seeing if | could beat

vidBovpe kol To Kdvovpe. Avtn eivar pua a&io Tov
mpoTeivel 0 KOGLOG.

Koatoyéc.
Eépete 6TL 01 Apepikavol motevovy ot {on, TV
glevbepia kot TV ayopd g gvtvyiog, £Tol dev eivay;

"Eyxovpe avarwbei pe v kotavalmon. Kdmog {odue

pe to poTo OTL AVTOG LE T TEPIGGOTEPA TALYVIOL
TpoKertan vo, kepdicel. O KOGUOG GLOTNAY, AAAL
oAD duvatd pog divel o pvopa: H a&io tov eovton
cog etvat ion pe v xabopn cag a&io.

Avvaun — Kvpovg — Ofon.

Eivai 0ha cvvdedepéva peta&y toug. Eivan to tpito
GKEAOG TOV TOALTIGTIKOV GLOTHHATOG allmdv. Aglte TIC
Swpnuicels. 'Eyxete mpocéel moté g cog < ovv
VTovAa; O TOTOG POPAEL TAL OYDVIGTIK TOV YAVTLOL,
OUTA TO CKOVPO, YOOALE, UTaiveEL LEGO GE AVTO TO
OTOp KOLTE KAt 0 EKPVNTNG Aéet, «Kdtoyog tov
dpopov». Avty givorl n dvvaun ekel. 'Eva amd avtd
OV €ivOll TOGO EPOVIKA vl 0 SPNUGTAG KoL 1
TOTMOTIKN KAPTO TOL AEEL, " ATOKTNGTE TOV EAEYYO
g ComMg cag!" BAémete v ékiAnon o€ avth TNV
avtiinmt) a&io e e€ovaoiag;

KoatoraPete avtd. Ze avtiBeon pe v mpomorydvoo
ToV 10 fOA0V, 0 BgdG dev glval EvavTiov OADV AVTOV
TOV TPAyLATOV. Ydpyovy 10601 moAlol avOpwmot
OV TGTEVOVV TO WEUA OTL 0 Pedg elvar KAmo10g
avBadng mov Aéel, "Av gloon XproTiovog, dev Pmopeic
va €xelg kapio evyopioton, kapia dtuokédaon. Edav
gloar Xplotiavdc, dev pumopeig va £xelg moidd Ta
vrapyovta. llpénel va gloar oyeddv etayds. Av eicat
Xpilotiovog, Tpémel va gicat £va Tpdo, aduVaLLo,
KPS GKOVANKAKL Agv €xelg moté dvvaun;" Avto
gtvon avtifeto pe avtd mov Aéet o Oedg. Oyl Oyl O
®edg dev 10 Aéel ToTE aT0. [1oTé dev Aéet OTL dev
umopeic va £xelg evyapiotnon, moté dev Aéel 0Tl dgv
umopeic va £xelg vdpyovta. [Toté dev Aéet 6T1 dev
umopeic va £xelg Kamoto dHvaur. Avtd mov AEgL 0
®edg givar 0TL awTEG Oev UmopoV va, givart ot aieg
o0g. Avtég dgv umopolv va ivarn ot foctkég
emBopieg g Kapddg cag, dapopetikd Oa yaoeTe T
péyiom Lon.

O Iodvvng, Tov MoV 6T EVEVIVTO TOL KO
YEPUGUEVOG OTOGTONOG, eine«MMnV ayamdg ToV KOGLO
0VTE TiMoTa GTOV KOGLUO. AV KATO10G aryamd ToV
KOG, 1 ayann tov [Tatépa dev eivan pésa tov. o
T TAvTo, 6TOV KOGHO. 01 THHO1 TOV APaPTOAOD
avOp®dToL, 0 TOHOC TOV HOTIOV TOV Kol 1] KayNon
Yo 60 EYEL KoL KAVEL OEV TPOEPYETUL OTd TOV
Motépa oArd amd tov kéopo». (NIV) H New King
James Version dnAcdvel «Mnv ayamdte Tov KOGUO 1
T, TPAYUATO 6TOV KOGHO. AV KATO10¢ oyond Tov
KOG, 1 ayann tov [oatépa dev eivor péca tov. Ia
O\, 600 VTLAPYOLY GTOV KOGHO — ToV OO0 NG




the other scores. On the way home from work, I'd just
stop by and play a little game. Then all of a sudden it
dawned on me, | was spending three to four hours a
day on NOTHING. NOTHING. Today you have the
computer games.

Now folks, a little later on, we're going to talk about
scheduling. Don't misunderstand—every life needs
some recreation. Every life needs what | call some chill
time, but don't let the tail wag the dog. Life is far too
important to waste it on worthless books, magazines,
TV or worthless games—that's almost redundant, isn't
it?>—worthless games.

Here's an activity you need to do. Chart how you spend
your day for the next seven days. Now you should be
doing that anyway. But do it this week. Then lay it
along side your values and ask yourself if you're living
out what's really important to you. As you look at your
activities are there some things that you wish you
hadn't done? Are there some things you wish you had
just left undone and filled the time with something
more valuable.

In Philippians 3:8, Paul said, "Everything else is
worthless when compared to the price of gain in
knowing Christ." There's a man who knew his values
and everything about his life was shaped around what
his core values were. I'm not saying you will be a Paul,
God made all of us differently. But if we're going to
live the maximum life, God wants us to assess what's
important and to bail out the unimportant and to
concentrate on the eternal—concentrate on what really
lasts.

There was a book that came out a few years ago by
Tony Campolla called, Who Switched the Price Tag?
In preparing for that book, Campolla asked a large
number of 90 year olds, "If you could go back and live
your life again, what would you do differently that you
didn't do last time?" The number one answer those 90
year olds gave was “I would invest more time in things
that would outlast me.” Isn't that a great answer? |
would invest more of my time in things that | know
would endure.

When you write out your core values this week and
analyze them, close that analysis with this question:
How long is this value going to last? If one of your
values is pleasure, do you know what your honest
answer will be—a few seconds—Dbecause that is all
pleasure is designed for. It's like cotton candy—
POOF—it's gone. It will last a few seconds and it's
over. If one of your values is possessions, I'll tell you
how long it will last, it will last until it rots, tears up,
breaks, or gets stolen. If your value is power, position
or authority, how long is it going to last? It is either
going to last until somebody smarter, brighter or faster
comes along and takes it away from you, or until you
die. That's how long it's going to last. But, what does

GapKaG, TOV TOBO TV LOTIOV KoL TV VITEPTPAVELN
g Loney. (1 Todvvn 2:15-16)

Eépeig mowa givon autd; Avtd eivor ta tpla TpdypoTo
v To omoia poAg wAncape. O t68og g chprag -
ndovi, 0 TOHOG TOV UATIDV - TO VTAPYOVTO KOL 1|
vepneavela g Cmng - n dvvaun. Avtd mov Aéel o
®edg péow tov lwdvvn etvat, unv ayamdte avtd To
Tpayuara, dev eivar amd tov [atépa, Tpoépyovral
amd Tov KOGLLO.

To eddpro [apouieg 21:21 avapépet: « Avtdg mov
EMOLOKEL T1) OKAOGVVT] Ko TNV oydmn Ppiokel {on,
gunuepia ko Ty, Avto To TOpPApEAOVUE LEYPL TN
dwn pog trwon. Hapatnpioate avutd to 0QéAN; Av
EKTIUAG TO. GMOTE TPAYHOTO, 0 Bdc Bo 6oV dMoEL
aVTA OV Aaytapd o Kocpoc. O Bgdg Ba cov dmaoet
Comn. ®a cov ddoet evnuepio. Ba Gov Kavel Ty.
Avtd gtvon Tepimov 160d0vvapa pe evyapioctTnon,
VIAPYOVTA Kot dUVOUN. AV EKTILATE TN S1KAOoHVN
Kol ayomdate o ®edg Aéel: «®a PpovTicm Ta VITOAOUT
Kol Ba oG Ta SOo® e TOV KATAAANAO TPOTO Y vol
Kkévete ™ {on oag O,TL pmopedy. Mnv enaiveite o
ovotnua a&ldv Tov TOMTIGHOD. A0EACTE TO GVGTNUA
a&lov Tov XpoTov.

[og pmopd va otkodopnc® t {1 LoV 08 GOGTES Kol
Swpxeig atiec;
[og pmopd va to Kéve avtd;

C. Aé&woloynoTe 1L gival ONUOVTIKO.
«Ag olaxpivoope udvol pog Tt €ival cmoetd: oG
udBovue poli Tt eivar kadd». (Iop 34:4) BAénete, yia
VO LITOPEGOVLE VO KAVOVLE TO KOAD, TTPETEL VoL
Sdwakpivovpe Tt givon kado. To va amopacilel kaveic
TL elvan onpovtikd ot {on Tov givor éva amd ta
Baowd TpoPfAnuata oty Apepiki.
Onwg avapépdnke Tponyovpévmg, vt 1 yevid
yopaktnpiletal and acvpuPifoactec Tiéc. Avtd
oupPaivel ETEON GTAVIN OPIEPDVOVLE XPOVO Y10 VO,
potioovpe: T extipw; T etvan Tpaypotikd
onuavtiko yio péva; [oAlol amd ecdg ciyovpa idate
TNV TPOCPUTN UEAETT TTOV £J€1EE OTL 1] TNAEOPOIOT
Swpopemvel Ti§ aieg TOV TUdOV TEPIGCOTEPO OO
tovg yoveic. Todpa avtd givar Aomnpod! OAot dpog
Eépape otL NTav aAndsio. 'Evo mondi PAémet
mAedpaon mEvie opec v Nuépa. ‘Eva maidi ondvia
£00g0el T0G0 TOAD Ypovo pe Evav yovid. H
Aedpaon dapopPdVeL Ti¢ aéieg TV TudIdY TNV
Apepikn| onuepa TEPIGGOTEPO OO TOVG Yovels. AALA
€0® elvar 1o dAXo, dev givor povo ta maudd. Epeic, ot
evnAkeg apyilovpe va GUYKEVIPOVOLUE TNAEOPAOT),
Bivteo ko Tovieg mov mopovctalovy aéieg. AvTto wov
UTOPOVLLE VO SOVE TPMOTO, UTOPEL VO YOLPADGOLLE
TOL LATLOL LOG, T AKOMLOL KoL VO, Aoy ovialovpLE, Kol LeTd
amhmg cvveyilovpe va TapakoiovBolue Kot 0 ¥povog




last? That's what the whole Bible is about. It's about
what really lasts.

"We focus not on the things which are seen, but on the
things which are unseen. For that which is seen is
temporary, and what is unseen is eternal.” I've given
you two or three things there. But Jesus said, "Seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness." |
think a fair synonym for the kingdom of God is His
value system, letting Him be the Lord of our heart. The
rest of that verse says, "everything else will be added
to you that you need." (2 Corinthians 4:18)
In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul talks about all things
eventually fading or passing away, but in verse 13 he
states "But these three remain:" and he goes on to say,
"faith, hope, and love." You know those are the things
that are going to remain when everything else fades
away. They should be represented in my value system
somewhere. Would you agree with that? If | want
values that last, then faith, hope, and love are the only
things that are going to remain. | sure want those. By
the way, the verse concludes by saying, the greatest of
these is LOVE.
"The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself in
love." (Galatians 5:6) When you write out your values
will you see if those values reflect those clear
teachings we're studying? Lasting success is built on
values that last; Faith, hope, love, God's Word and
Jesus Christ. He is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. That's why Jesus said in Matthew 16:26,
"What would it profit a man if he were to gain the
whole world, yet he were to lose his own soul." Your
soul is going to last forever, and this world isn't. It's not
worth being a top value.
"For me to live is Christ, and to die is." What? "Gain."
To live is Christ, and to die is gain. Paul’s value was
Christ and the outcome is eternity, it's the future of
heaven. It's great. You plug in any other value in that
and see what answer you get. For me to live is
MONEY, and to die is - | will lose it all. For me to live
is PLEASURE, and to die is — | will never have
anymore. For me to live is POWER, and to die is - it's
over.
When you make your values list, | want to assure you
that there is really only one that should take the chief
seat. It's the only one that you can fit into the blank,
Paul's little sentence, "For me to live is and to
die is . It's the only one you can fit in that
makes it work. "For me to live is Christ, and to die is
(actually) gain." The foundation for successful,
significant powerful living is to embrace right values;
consciousness, to analyze them regularly and to never
ever let them go.
This week, go down in the control room of your life and
look around. Will you honestly be able to say, "Everything
looks all right here, too." It will be the greatest thing that
you can ever do this week.

mepvael. Mmopel va yeAQE e avTo Kot LETH Ao
Alyo, voouvveidnta to aykaAlalovpe.

Av10 givar to KAedl. O tepiocdtepol Apepikovol
Bacilovv ) {on Tove, T0 HEAAOV TOVG Kal TO LEALOV
TOV TSV ToVG o€ a&ieg mov dev emAEEaE Kav.
Agyv givor oAb €Evmvo, £tat dev givar; Baoilovpe
0AOKANPY TN poipa pog o€ a&ieg Tov 0vTE Ko
okepTOpaote. Xropatiote kot amopaciote TI EINAI
ITPATMATIKA THMANTIKO XTH ZQH! Tote
TPENEL VAL YPAWETE TOV OPIGHO TG emttvyiog ot {on
00G.

Edv avtd to pobnuoto onpoivouy mpoyotikd kot
v ™ LN oag, Oa ypdyete Tov 01kd GO optopd TG
emruyiag. Tote unv apnvete Kavévay 1 timoto va
GOG OOLLOKPVVEL ATTO TO KEVTPO Y10 VO GO KAVEL VL
GUULPMOVIGETE L€ TOV OPICUO TNG EMLTLYIOG TOVG.

Eépelg Tt glvan emrvyio; Aev Byalel oA yprLota.
Agv &gl woyvpn Béom. Aev etvar evyapictnon Kabe
Aemtd. EITITYXIA EINAI NA ZEIZ TIZ AEIEZ
20OY. Avto sivat. Aev givar Tpoopiopog. eival to
ta&idl mov tadevelg kabmg Celg Tig agieg mov
moTELELS OTL efvo onuovTIKEG. M1V o oete
KavEVaY GALO Vo TO KOBOPIGEL aVTO Y10 EGAC.
Emruyio sivor va (et tig a&ieg cov.

Thpa mtapepmntoviog, Epnpot, dyapol, veapol
TAVTPEUEVOL, HEGNAIKEG N Gry101, pmopeite va eloTe
EMTUYNUEVOL GE 0TTO10dNTOTE GTAdI0 TG (NG o0,
vt Ko TdAL, 1 emTvyio dev ivon Kamoa oTyun
01N cuvéyeln pe Pdon To Tog acBdveote, TL ExeTe N
T kdvete . Emtuyia eivan va Ceig tig aéieg cov pépa
pe ) pépa. Mmopeite vo amoAadoeTe TNV enttuyio
oLt T oTyUn, av Ceite cOhpemva pe Tig agieg coc.
Topa Tpopavac edv ovtég ot aiec Pacilovtar oTov
Xprotd katr tov Adyo Tov kat T vooyéoeilg Tov,
toTE M EMTLYlO TOL OmOAAUPAvETE givon BeddoTn Ko
avia.

Emitpéyte pov va cog kGvo po epatnon:
Apiepdoate xpovo Yo va avOAVGETE AVTO TOL
TPAYUOTIKAE eKTILdTE; AKONO KOADTEPQA, TO EYETE
ypawyel yia vo pmopeite va to avabempeite 1660
ouyva; To Ogpuério yio ) péytotn didpketo, (ong
glvar TpmTa va a§LOAOYNGETE TL VOl GNULOVTIKO.
Nopilw 611 £vag omd Tovg KAAVTEPOVG TPOTOVS Y1d
vo. LaBetTe T1L EKTIATE Elvol VO ATOVTIOETE GE PEPIKEC
amiég epmtioels. Pavraoteite Oti giote 90 eTMV,
Kool amd e0dg umopel va glote, oA o1
TEPLocOTEPOL MO £6AC dev elote. o) Korrdére micm
ot o1 cog Kot ypayTe To TEVTE TPdyHoTa Tov Oa
0éhate TepLocOTEPO VO KAVETE 0T (0N 060G, B)
Kotaypayte ool eivar o1 mévte tpdmot 1§ mpdypoTa
mov 0éAhete meplocdTEPO VO, BupovvTan o1 AvBpmmot
v €06c. Avtd to 10 Tpdypoata, To TEve TpayLaTo
7ov 0éAete TEPLOGOTEPO VO, EYETE KAVEL KOL TOL TEVTE
Tpayuoto wov 0éleTe va Bopovvtol TEPIocdTEPO 01




Is Christ at the head of the list? Is he the real captain of
your ship? Now a lot say yes, but many of us don't live that
way. That's the incongruent value thing. But is He your
Lord as well as your Savior? Success is only possible with

Christ because He is the only real value in life. Lesson #
January 19, 1997

Chapter 3

Your Function Within The Body

The church is a spiritual body. In fact, it is the Body of
Christ with Him being the head. It is Jesus who guides,
organizes, oversees and shepherds the body in order for us
to be what He wants us to be and to do what He wants us to
do.

“And God placed all things under his feet and appointed
him to be head over everything for the church, which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every
way.” (Ephesians 1:22-23)

“It was he (Jesus) who gave some to be apostles, some to
be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors
and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service,
so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13)

The church is compared to our physical body to help us
understand its structure and diversity of parts or members,
all of which are necessary for the church or body to
perform its task, function or work in unity and harmony
efficiently. This can only happen when every body part is
performing its specialty. Now it is true that our bodies can
continue to function without certain parts functioning or
functioning ineffectively; i.e., lack of sight or hearing, a
missing arm or leg, only one lung, etc. But it is also true
that it performs more efficiently when all parts are present
and functioning as designed. It must also be true that the
spiritual body is much more effective if all its members
perform their gift (function) in unity and harmony as God
designed.

Jesus organizes the church so that we may function

properly. He organizes His body by giving a gift(s); i.e.,
assigning ministries or functions to each and every
member. You are who you are in the body of Christ
because Jesus decided what your part is to be. Your
assigned ministry is not your decision. Jesus is the one
who decides. “It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to
be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13) We
just want to recognize and submit to His decision.

Jesus demands that all members be involved - 100%. No
one is unnecessary. None are unimportant. No one is

dvBpwmot, givar ot Pacikéc cag aiec. [ati dev T0
Kévelg auvtod;

To mpoPAnua eivor 6TL GTTAVIO APIEPDVOLLE XPOVO
v va eEgTdoove TIC a&leg oG PEXPL v £YOVLE Lol
kpion. Otav ta mpdypato mive VITEPOYO Kot
dlookedalels, dev GTAUATAG KOl pOTAG oV ovTod Elvar
Tpaypotikd to vomuo g Long; Eotidlete o€ avto
oV gtva onpovtiko; Oy, arhd tepvas omd ) Lon
Kol dookedalelg. AAAG, otav 1 {on cog
ovykloviletal amd kdmola kpiomn, w.y., Bdvato evog
QYO ILEVOL TPOGMTOV, d1aliVY10, YPEOKOTI,
amodlvon, coPapr| acbévela 1 Ta TodLd
umepdevovTal, TOTE LE TOV TOVO Gag, apyilete va
potdte: Tt onuacia &gl mpaypotikd ? AKovce pe;
unv meppévete Tig kothddes va Eexabapicovy Tic
aieg ooc. Pubuiote ta todpa, kot av To Kavete, Oa
ATOPVYETE VOV LEYAAO TTOVO Kot O
eloyotomooete to vroAowna. ToroBetnoTe AVTEG
T1G dryxvpeg Pabid péca oto doudtio EAEYYOL TOV
mhoiov cag, aEoA0YNOTE TL Eival ONUAVTIKO.

Auwiocmon amd 6.1t givol 0o UavTo.

Eépm. Agv €yelg ypovo va ta Kavelg oaa. Etikpvd,
T TEPLOTOTEPA TPAYHATO 6T (on dev a&ilel va ta
KEvoupE aKOpA KL AV Elyape Tov xpovo. Oa mpémel va
To petaddcovpe. H Bactkn mpoimdbeon yuo
péytotn dudpketa {ong etvar 6t n Lo elvor Tod
ONUOVTIKN Yl VoL T xaoovpe. Mnv yepilete to ypdvo
oag pe oxovntidwa. Kortd&re tov Poiud 119:37,
«Amopdkpove to HATIoL LoV Ao dypnoTa TPy LLOTON.

Orav poAig tedeiowoa to KoAEY10, mBoavag 22 M 23
€T®V, 1M €moyn Tov Pivteo Enuépmae. Exm kolinoet
ota Pvreomayvidwa. Tote, giyav povo dvo, yia e6dg
TOVG TAAOVG oL Bupdote 6Tt eiyov Pac Man kot
Asteroids. Todpa umopovv va, kKdvovy ta. Thvto. e
Alyo ko pe Aiyn wovotnta Oo propovca va maiEwm 45
Aemtd pe pio opa yo éva t€tapto. Emova tov eavtd
Hov, 660 avONTo Kl oV aKOVYETAL, TV MPO. TOL
UEGMUEPIAVOD LOV VO, TTNYOIVD Kol vo PAET® av Oa
UTopovGa Vo KePIIo®m To AL OKOP. ZTO dPOLO Y1l
70 o7itL amd TN SOVAELY, ATAMG TEPVOVTO Kol Emanlal
éva kpo mayviol. Tote Eapvikd pe Enuépwaot,
TEPVOVCH TPELS LE TEGGEPLG WPEG TNV NUEPA GTO
TIIIOTA. THHIOTA. Xnuepa £xete Ta moryvide 6Tov
VIOAOYLOTH.

Topa tandid, Aiyo apyodtepa, o LA GOLLE Y10 TOV
npoypoupationd. Mnv napeényeite - kabe {on
yperaletar Alyn avayoyn. Kade (on yperaletor ovtd
OV OTOKOA® Alyo yuypo xpovo, OAAL PNV aenveTe
™V ovpa va Kovvdetl to okvAo. H {on etvar modv
GNUOVTIKN Y10 VO, T GTOTOAAUE o€ dypnoto, BiAia,
TEPLOOIKA, TNAEOPOAOT 1 AYPNOTA TOLYVId—avTO
glvar oyed6v TEPLTTO, £T01 gV lva,—aypnoTa

oLy viota.




excluded or excused. All members of the body of Christ
have been given a gift or ministry.

The work of the church can be roughly divided into three
areas: Evangelism, Edification and Service. Through
evangelism, the kingdom expands. Edification is for each
Christian to grow to maturity and remain faithful. In
service, we express God's character for God is love. We
have active concern for others in their necessities. These
three areas overlap greatly in practice.

Gifts are not natural talents or developed skills. They are
not personality types. Gifts are functions, ministries,
services or roles. They are each one's specialized services.
Remember that all Christians should be merciful, but some
have the gift of showing mercy. That is their specialty or
their special ministry. Not everything you do is classified
as your gift or ministry. Many things are just a part of your
duty as a Christian. “Now to each one the manifestation of
the Spirit is given for the common good. (1 Corinthians
12:7) But there is some service to which you are to
dedicate yourself, to specialize in. This is your ministry.
Through the exercise of our gift, i.e. performing our
function or ministry, we all work together. Diverse
personalities, ages, experiences all joined in a common
enterprise requires that we get along well and that we treat
each other with respect and consideration. If one or more
member fails to do their task, the body fails to operate as
effectively as God desires.

Some Steps To Help You Determine Your Gift(s)

Spiritual gifts (gifts of the Holy Spirit) were given to you
by God when you became a Christian. The New Testament
does not give a list of steps for determining one’s spiritual
gift. We are told to pursue gifts, to prepare and to use them,
but we are not told how to determine them, at least not in a
concise list. The following steps are suggestions on how to
proceed and are not considered the final, authoritative word
on the subject.

1. Place Yourself Entirely At God's Disposal: This is an
objective decision of yours which is implied by your
decision to become a Christian. Say to God as lIsaiah
did: "Heream I, send me." Isaiah 6:8. Declare to God:
“Not my will but Your will be done.” Without this
attitude, why would we expect God to answer us when
we ask Him how He wants to use us?

2. Pray: You know that God has a purpose for you in the
body of Christ. So now you ask Him to show you what
it is, knowing that He will answer for it is His will.
Psalm 25:12. Praying for this we are simply asking for
God to reveal to us what Jesus has determined for us to
be doing.

3. Review The Lists Of Gifts In The New Testament: You
need to start thinking about what God calls a ministry.
The following are some examples of gifts or ministries

Edm eivan pio dpactnptdtnto mov mpEMEL va, KOVETE.
Koartaypayte mog mepvdte ) uépo oG Yo TIG
enoueveg entd nuépeg. Topa Ba Empene va T0 KAVELG
€161 KL 0AM®OG. AALG KAvTE TO avTh TV €fdopdda.
21 ovvéyeln, PaAte 1o dimha otig aieg oog Kot
avapoteite eav (eite avTd TOL ElvaL TPOYUATIKA
onuavtiko yia ecac. Kabmg kottdre tig
SpaoTNPOTNTES GG, VITAPYOLY KATOLL TPAYLLOLTO, TTOV
Oa Bélate va pnv eiyote kdvey, Yrapyovv kdmolo
Tpaypoto Tov Bo BEAate va elyote LOALG PN OEL
OVEKTIANPOTO KoL VOL YERUGETE TOV ¥POVO LE KATL TTLO
TOAVTILO.

210 €dagro Guumanoiovg 3:8, o [Taviog gine: «OAa
T G0 gival AxpNoTa GE GOYKPLOT| LE TO TIUN O TOV
KEPOOLS GTN YVAGT ToVv XPLoTohy». YIhpyet £vag
vBpmmog Tov yvapile Tic atieg Tov Kol To TAVTO OT1
{on tov dapopeadnkay Yopw amd Tig PactKéS TOV
aiec. Agv Aém 611 Ba gican [Tavdog, o Oedg pog
£€oTia&e 6Aovg d1apopeTiKd. AAAG av TPOKELTOL VO
{noovpe ™ péyiom Lmn, o Oedc BéLeL va
aELOAOYNGOVLE TL EIVOL OTLLOVTIKO KoL VoL
Sl0CMGOLE TO ACTLLAVTO KOl VoL GUYKEVTP®BOE
GTO QLOVIO - VO EMKEVTP®OOLLE GE 0VTO TOL
TPUYUOTIKE SLopKel.

Ympye éva Pipiio mov kuklopopnoe Tpv amod
uepka ypovia and tov Tony Campolla pe titho, Who
Switched the Price Tag; Katd tnv mpoetolpaciao yio
awtd 10 Piprio, o Campolla pdtnoe évav peydro
apBuod 90 etdv: "Av pmopodoaTe Vo EMGTPEYETE KO
va {\oete Eava ™ o1 cog, TL Bo KAVaTE S10POPETIKA
Ao AVTO OV deV Kévate TNV Tponyovuevn eopd;" H
VOUUEPO £VA ATAVINGT TTOL £6MCAV QLTOL 0L
90ypovol NTov: «BOa eTEVOLO. TEPLGGOTEPO YPOVO GE
TPAyuoTo wov Bo pov dlapkécovvy. Agv givar pio,
eEapeTikt| amdvrnon; Qo enévdva TePIooOTEPO UNO
TOV ¥POVO LoV Gg Tpdrypata mov EEpm OTt Oa
avTEEOLV.

Orav ypagete t16 Pacikég oag aieg avtn v
ePdopdda Kot Tig avaAdeTE, KAgloTE LTV TNV
avaivon pe mv eéng epotnon: I[1oéco xaipod Oa.
Swpréoet ovth | Tn; Edv pia and tic a&leg cag
glvan m evyapiotnon, EEpete moa Ba etvar 1
EIMKPIVIG 00 amivTNon—Alya 0EVTEPOAETTO—
EMEWON aVTN Elva OAN 1| ALOAAVGCT) TTOV EXEL
oyeolaotel. Etvar cav {oyapwtd g ypidg - POOF -
€xel eUyel. Oa dropréoel Aya devTepPOLETTA KO
telelwoe. Av o and Tig a&leg oag eival ta
vIapyovia, Bo cog Tw Toco Bu druprécet, Oa
Slopréoel PEYPL VO CATIGEL, VO OKIGEL, VO OTAGEL )
va khamel. Eav ) o&ia cog eivar dvvaun, 0éon q
g€ovoia, Toco kapd Oo dwapkéaet; Eite Oo dropréoet
péxpt va €pbet Kamolog o £5vmvog, To Aapumepdg M
O YPNYOPOG Kol VO GOG TO TAPEL, eite péypt val
nebdvete. Tooo Oa dwupréoel. Oumg, Tt dapkel; Avtd
glvar 1o Bépa oAoKAnpng g BipAov. ‘Eyxel va kdvet
LE TO TL TPOYUOTIKG SopKeL.




(not including temporary or miraculous ones) that
should give you an idea.

a. “And in the church God has appointed first of all
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers
of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able
to help others, those with gifts of administration, and
those speaking in different kinds of tongues.” (1
Corinthians 12:28)

b. “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors
and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians
4:11-13)

c. “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.
Just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, so in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others. We have different
gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If
it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach;
if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is
contributing to the needs of others, let him give
generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently;
if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”
(Romans 12:3-8)

d. “Each one should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in
its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as
one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves,
he should do it with the strength God provides, so that
in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.
To him be the glory and the power forever and ever.” (1
Peter 4:10-11)
Since these lists are not identical we conclude that they are
not exhaustive.
Shepherd, Pastor, Bishop
Evangelist, Preacher, Minister
Teacher
Deacon
One who shows mercy
One who gives aid/helps
Exhorter
One who gives
Administrator

The following summarizes some of these functions.

"Agv £0T10l0VIE OTO TPAYUATO TOV POIVOVTOL, GALNG
ota aopata. ['ati ovtd mov eaivetal stvan
TPOGMPIVO, KAl 0LTO OV deV QaiveTal givor aidvio."
2ov & ddaoel dvo-Tpia Tpdypata exel. AAAG O
Incovg eine: «Znmote Tpdta T Paciieio Tov Ood
ka1 T dwcatoovvn Tovy. Nopilm o1t éva dikaio
GLUVOVLLO Yo T Pactieia Tov Bgov gival To
ocvatnua a&ov Tov, apivovtag Tov va eivat o
Kvprog ¢ kapdidg pag. To vrorouro avtod Tov
edapiov Aéet, «Ora Ta dAla oL ypetdlecte Oa
npoctefov og e5doy. (2 Kopvbiovg 4:18)

210 1 KopwvBiovg 13, o [Taviog piddet yio 6la to
Tpaypato Tov teMkd EeBmptdlovv 1 mepvolv, aAid
670 €d4¢10 13 dnhdvel «AMG avtd T Tpia
TAPOUEVOLV:» Kol cuve)ilel AéyovTag, «miotn, eAmida
Kol oydmny. EEPETE ALTA eivon To TPAYHOT TOV Oa
TOPOUEIVOLV OTOV OAQ T GAAD EEQPAVIGTOVV.
Kdémov Oa émpene vo eKTpoc®mOVVIOL GTO GOGTN U
a&lov pov. Oa cupupwvodoate pe avtd; Av 0EA®
a&ieg mov dlpKovV, TOTE 1 TOTI, 1 EATION Kot M)
ayamn givol ta pova mpdypato wov o petvoov.
Ziyovpa ta 0éAw. [Tapepmimtdviog, o oTiyog
KOTOANYEL AEYOVTOG, TO HEYOADTEPO OO AVTA EIVOL 1|
AT ATTH.

«To povo mpdypa mov petpdet gival n wiot va
exkppaletar pe aydmny. (Faidteg 5:6) Otav yphyete
116 aieg cog, Ba deite edv avTég o1 aieg
avtikatonTpifovv avTég Tig capeig Sdackaiieg Tov
ueAetdpe; H dapkng emruyio Bocileton og a&ieg mov
Swprovv. Iliotn, eAnida, aydnn, o Adyog tov Beov
ka1 o Inocovg Xpiotog. Eivar o 1610¢ yBec, onpepa kot
v wévta. 't avtd o Incovg eine oto Katd
MotOaiov 16:26, «Tt Bo wpelodoe Evav avOpwmo av
Kk€POLe 0AOKANPO TOV KOG, OAAG £x0ve TNV YoyN
Tovy. H oy cov Ba dlapkEcet o TévTol, Kot auTtog
0 kOGog dev gival. Agv a&ilel va gicot kopvpaia
adia.

«"a péva to va {low etvon 0 Xp1otdg kat To va
nebdvo sivar. T1? "Képdog." To va (eig sivor
Xp1o1og Kot 1o va tebaivelg képdoc. H a&ia tov
[avAov Nrav o Xp1otdg Kot To amoTEAESHA ivaon 1)
alvioTNTa, ival to uéAlov Tov ovpavov. Ewvat
VIEPOYO. ZVVOEGTE OTOLOONTOTE GAAT TN GE OV TO
ka1 Ogite TL am@vinon Ba mhpete. o péva to va
(Moo givor XPHMA, kot 1o vo tebdve eivar - Oa ta
xacw 6ia. ['a péva to va (o givor ATIOAAYZH, kot
70 vo, TeBdve ivar — dev Ba to &xm moté ma. [a
péva 1o va {fom givar AYNAMH, kot to vo tefdvo
glvan - telelmoe.

Orav pnidyvete ) Alota pe 116 a&ieg oag, 0EAm va
oG dPefordom OTL VTAPYEL TPAYLOTIKG LOVO EVag
OV TTPEMEL VAL TAPEL TNV EMKEPOANG. Eivou n povn
OV UTOPEIG VO YOPEGELS GTO KEVO, 1| LIKPT Gpdo
tov Paul, "' péva 1o va Ceig eivan KOl TO VoL
nebdvelg eivan . Etvon o povo mov pmopeig va
YOPEGELC KOl TO KAVEL VoL Ae1TovpYel. Xp1oTde, Kol TO




Evangelists and preacher
“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will
judge the living and the dead, and in view of his
appearing and his kingdom, | give you this charge:
Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of
season; correct, rebuke and encourage-with great
patience and careful instruction. For the time will come
when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead,
to suit their own desires, they will gather around them
a great number of teachers to say what their itching
ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from
the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your
head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of
an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your
ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:1-5)

Pastors, Overseers and Elders
1. Prepare God's people for works of service
2. Serve as overseers
3. Consider a doctrinal question
4. Keep watch and be on guard over yourselves and all

the flock

Be examples

Direct the affairs of the church (evangelize, edify,

restore, rebuke, discipline and be an example)

7. [Eager to serve
8. Hold firmly to the trustworthy message
9. Encourage others by sound doctrine
10. Refute those who oppose
11. Pray
12. Lay hands upon individuals selected for a work

needed by the body.

13. Receive reports of work of others
14. Rebuke and discipline

Teachers
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to
serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its
various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one
speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he
should do it with the strength God provides, so that in
all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power forever and ever.”(1
Peter 4:10-11)

Christians
“Just as each of us has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have the same function,
so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others. We have different
gifts (functions) - charisma, charismatos, charizomai a
gift of grace; a favor which one receives without any
merit of his own) according to the grace given us. If a
man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion
to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is
teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others,
let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him

o o

va mehavelg eivar (otny mpaypatikétnTa) KEpdos." H

Béion yuo pa emruynpuévn, onuovtikn dvvartn Lon

glval vo eveTtepvioTelg TIc cmwoTég aéieg,

GLVEIdN oM, VO TIC OVAADELS TAKTIKA Kot VoL NV Tig

QPN VELS TOTE VAL GVUYOLV.
Avt v gfdopada, kotefeite oto dwpdtio EAEYYOL TG
Cong oag Kot KotdéETe YOop® coc. Oa UmopEceTe ETMKPIVA
va meite: "Olo paivovtot kald KL €dm;" Oa gival To
KOADTEPO TPAYO TOV UITOPEITE VO KAVETE TOTE QTN TV
gpdopdda.
Eivar 0 Xpiot6g omnyv xopuen g Aiotag; Eival o
TPAYUATIKOG KATETAVIOG ToV TAoiov cag; Todpa moAlol
Aéve val, 0AAG ToAAol amd gpdg dev {ovpe £totl. Avto
glvan 10 acvpPifacto pe v a&io. Eivatl dpwg o Kopiog
cog Kafmg Kot 0 otipag cog; H emtruyia givar dvvat
povo pe tov Xpotod yroti Avtdg stvon 1 podvn mporyLotikng
(1&_,1'(1 o (:(Dﬁ Médnua # 19 lavovapiov 1997

KepdAoio 3

H Asttoupyla oac uéoa oto owua

H exxinocia elvar éva mvevpaticod copa. Xtnv
TPAYULATIKOTNTA, EIVOL TO ZOUO TOL XPLoTOV e AVTOV
va glvar to keeah. Eivat o Incovg mov kabodnyet,
0pYOVAOVEL, ETPAETEL KOL TOLULOIVEL TO GMLLO TPOKELLEVOD
va glpaote ovtd Tov BEAEL va elLACTE Kot VoL KAVOULLE
VT TOL BELEL VO KAVOLLE.

«Koat 0 Ogbdg €fare Ta mAvTH KAT® 0O TO OO0 TOV Ko
TOV OPIOE EMKEPUANG TAV® GE OAQ Y10 TNV EKKANGIOL, TOV
glval To oAU TOV, TO TANPOO EKELVOL TTOL Yeilel Tal
nhvta pe kabe tpomoy. (Epeciovg 1:22-23)

«Hrav avtog (o Incovg) mov £€dmwoe peptkovg yia va
yivouv amdcTtolol, dALOL Yo TPOPTTES, GAAOL YOl
EVOYYEMOTEG KO GAAOL Y10, TTACTOPES KOl SACKOAOL, Yid
VO TPOETOUACOVV TOV Aad ToV Og0D Yo pya VANPEGiog,
®oTE va yTotel T0 cOpa Tov XpLoTov PEXPL V. PTACOVUE
OA0L 6TV EVOTNTA GTNV TGTN KOl 6T YV®OGN TOL Y100
Tov g0V KO Vo YIVOLUE DPLUOL, PTAVOVTOC GE OAO TO
HETPO TG TANPOTHTOS TOV Xprotovy. (Epeciovg 4:11-13)
H exxAnocio cuykpivetat pe 10 pUOIKO oG SO Yol VO
uag fonbnoel va katavoncovue T doun Kot Ty
TOKIAOLOPPIO, TV HEPAOV 1 TOV HEADVY TNG, TO. OTTOTL
glvar OAo amapaiTnTa Yo TV EKKANGin 1] TO GO Yio Vo
EKTEAEGEL TO £PYO0, TN AELTOLPYIO 1) TO £PYO TOL UE
EVOTNTO Kol apuovia amotelecpatikd. Avtd pmopel va
ovpPel povo otav kabe PHEPOG TOL CONOTOG EKTEAEL TNV
€101KOTNTA ToL. TOpa eivar aAndela 6TL To GO oG
umopel va cuveyioetl va Asrtovpyel xwpic optopéva pépn
Vo AELITOLPYOVV N VAL AELTOVPYOVV OVOTOTEAEGUOTIKAL.
dnAadn, EMdetyn 6pacng N aKong, Aeimet Eva y€pt | OO,
udvo évog mvevpovag, KA. AAAG givar emiong oAndeia
OTL OTTOOI0EL TTO OTOTELECUATIKG TV OAO. TO, LEPN Elvar
TAPOVTO KO AEITOVPYOUV 0w £xel oyedtaotel. [Ipémet
gmiong va givot aAnBeio 6TL TO TVELUATIKO GOUA Elval
TOAD O ATOTEASGUOTIKO EAV OAO TOL LEAT TOL EKTEAOVYV




govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it
cheerfully.” (Romans 12:4-8)

Deacons
Some think Acts 6 specifies the work of Deacons
others disagree. It should be noted that Luke does not
call them deacons nor is there any indication that those
selected met the qualifications specified in 1 Timothy.
Their work is properly identified in the meaning of the
diakonos, serve. For additional studies refer to
Work of Deacons, Nov. 28, 2005.

4. Consider The Needs Of The Church: Peter plainly tells
us that we are to employ our gifts for serving one
another as good stewards of God's varied grace (1 Peter
4:10). Gifts are ministries or services. To serve is to
meet a need. The purpose of the gifts is not to keep
people busy but to meet needs of the church not our
individual needs. So we must look to the needs of the
church. As these needs become apparent, follow your
desires in fulfilling them.

5. Look For Opportunities: Start a journal of doors that
God has opened for you. As time goes on you may
begin to see a direction in which He is leading you.

6. Seek Guidance From Church Leadership: Ephesians
4:11, 12 says that the gifts of church leadership are given
to the church for the equipping of the saints. Make good
use of these gifts of the leadership.

7. Take The Initiative: You have prayed to the Lord,
reviewed the list of ministries in the New Testament,
taken into account the needs of the church that the Lord
has brought to your attention and possibly even put the
desire in you to fulfill. You have noted that God is
always opening up doors of opportunity in certain
directions and you have talked things over with the
leadership in the church. Wait no longer, take the
initiative and get on with what the Lord would have you
to be doing.

Should someone attempt to prevent you from performing

what you perceive your ministry to be, you may find it

necessary to look to Peter and the other apostles for
guidance. “Peter and the other apostles replied: ‘We must

obey God rather than men!”” (Acts 5:29)

Chapter 4

Committing to Christ

Previous lessons in this series emphasized two critical
steps: a) clarifying your values and b) identifying your
God-given make-up, your shape, toward maximizing your
life. But they're absolutely worthless unless you commit
your life to Jesus Christ, which is the focus of this lesson.

70 0dpo (TN Acttovpyin) TOVG LE EVOTNTA KOL BpLLOViaL
Omm¢ oyedioce o Oeog.

0O Incobc opyovadvel TV EKKANGIO Y10 VO ITOPOVLLE VL
Aerrovpyovpe cwotd. Opyavavel to copa Tov divovrog
éva 0Mpo. dNA. avdBeon vovpyeimv N AelTovpyLOV GE
Kk60e pérog. Eiote avtd mov elote 610 oo tov Xpiotod
enedn o Incobc anopdcice moto givat o pépog oag. H
Swakovia mov cag éxel avotedel dev etvar Sk Gog
amogaot. O Incotg givar ovtdg TOL ATOPAGilEl. «AVTOC
NTav oV £dMGE PePIKOVS VO YIVOuV 0mdGTOAOL, AAAOVG
va yivouv TpopnTeS, GAAOVG va Yivouy gvayyeMGOTES Kot
dAAovg va yivouv moluéveg Kot 04cKaAOL, Y10 VO
TPOETOLLAGOVY TOV Aad ToL g0 Yo £pyn LN PESING,
MOTE T0 cOUA Tov XPloTov va otkodoun el péypt va 6 0t
@TévoUV oMV EVOTNTA GTNV TOTN KO GTI YVMOGT] TOL
Y100 00 Be0b Ko yivovtal mpiuot, pOavovtag og OA0 TO
péTpo ¢ TANpodT TS ToL Xprotovy. (Egeciovg 4:11-13)
®élovpe amAdg va avoyvopicovpe Kot vo vToToyodpe
otV andeacn Tov.

O Incotc amattel va cvppetéyovy 6Aa ta péAn - 100%.
Kaveig oev elvar mepirtdc. Kavéva dev elvar aonpavto.
Kaveig dev amokAeietar ovte dikooroyeitar. OAa ta péin
TOV GOUATOG TOV XPLoTod £xovv AaPel dmpo N dlakovia.
To £pyo g exkKAnGiog PUmTopel YovopIKa va yoPIoTEl o€
tpelg Topeis: Evayyehopog, Erotkodounon kot
Yranpeoio. Méo® Tov guayyEAIGUOD B1EVPVVETOL
Bactieio. H owcodounon givar yio kdbe Xpiotiovo vo
OPUACEL KOl VO TOPOUEIVEL TIGTOC. TNV VTN PEGia,
ekppalovue ToV yopakTnpo Tov Beov yroti 0 Oedg givan
ayann. Exovpe evepyd evolapépov yio Toug GALOVE OTIG
avaykeg Tovg. Avtol ot Tpelg TopelG AAANAETIKOAVTTOVTOL
o€ peydio Badbud oy mpdén.

Ta ddpo dev €ival QUGIKAE TAAEVTA 1| AVETTUYUEVES
de&1otnteg. Agv givan TOTOL TPOooOTIKOTNTOC. Ta ddpal
glvan Aertovpyieg, vrovpyeia, vanpecieg | poiot. Eivat ot
g€edikevpéveg vnpecieg Tov Kabevog. No Bopdote OtL
0\ot o1 Xplotiovoi Tpémel va givar ELENUOVES, OAAY
pepikoi £yovv 1o yapiopa va deiyvoovv édeog. Avt etvan
1 €0IKOTNTA TOLG N 1 EO1KN TOVG dlakovia. Agv
Ta&vopovvtol Ao OG0 KAVETE G dMPO 1 OL0KOVIN GOG.
[ToAAG mpdrypata givor omAdg Eva péPog Tov KabNKovtog
oag g Xplotiavos. «Topa otov kabéva divetal n
gkdMAwon tov [Tvedpotog yio to koo kaAo. (1
Kopwbiovg 12:7) AAAG vTapYEL KATOL0 DIINPESIN TNV
omoia mpémel va aplepmbeig, va educevteic. Avth givaln
dwakovio ov. Méaa amd Ty AoKNGT TOV dMPOL HOGC,
OMASN TNV EKTEAECT] TOV AELTOVPYNUATOG 1] TNG
Sdwakoviog pag, epyalopaote 6ot pali. Atopopetikég
TPOCOTIKOTNTES, NAKieg, Ot gumelpieg mov OAEG
EVAOVOVTOL GE 10, KO EMLYEIPNON OmoLTEL VO TOL TALE
KOAQ KO VO GUUTEPLPEPOLACTE O £VOC GTOV AAAOV LE
oePaopd kot ektipnon. Edv éva 1 mepiocdtepa pén
QITOTLYYAVOLY VO KAVOLV TO KOONKOV TOVG, TO GO
OTTOTLYYOVEL VO AEITOVPYNGEL TOGO ATOTEAEGLATIKA OGO
emBopet o Oeog.




Now we live in a time when our society fears commitment.
Robert Bella, sociologist at the University of Southern
California, wrote Habits of the Heart. He said, "Americans
are committed to nothing. If we're committed to anything
it's individual freedom and keeping our options open."
Now the problem with that is where it leads. If | don't
commit to anything, then I'm not going to get anything out
of life. It's like going down a cafeteria line and saying,
"Well, I'm not going to choose my entree right now, | want
to keep my options open. I'll wait on the vegetables. I am
going to keep my options open." By the time you get to the
end of the line. You don’t have anything on the tray, and
that's what happens in so many lives.

Earlier in this series, we said that maintaining a focus is
essential to the maximum life by not wasting time on
things that don't matter. The key to focus is commitment.
The number one thing necessary to living a life that is
really full is to commit your life to God's will through his
son, Jesus Christ. Paul said in Romans 12:1, "I beseech you
brethren to present your bodies as a living sacrifice which
is your reasonable service (spiritual service-ASV)." Now
hear me, when | say, "Commit to Christ," I'm talking about
more than a decision. I'm talking about a commitment.

Many of you have made a decision about Christ, but I think
it's fair to say that there are many of you who have not
really committed to Him. You want the salvation that He
offers, but you're not sure you want the lordship that He
demands. That's what we're talking about with
commitment.

We need to commit our life to Christ because:

1. Itis part of God's plan for our life.
"We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us
to do." (Ephesians 2:10) There are good things that He
created us to do. Notice "We are created (how?) in
Christ Jesus to do good works." In other words, apart
from a genuine commitment to Christ, we will never
realize life’s maximum purpose, our potential until that
commitment is made.

I'm grateful for my salvation.

Paul said in 2 Timothy 1:9 [Jesus] saved us and called
us to a holy life, not because of anything we have
done, but because of His own purpose and grace. |
need to give my life to God because He's given His life
to me. Amen? God made the ultimate commitment
when He took on the form of man and came to earth to
die on that cross for us as the perfect sin atonement. It's
pretty obvious, but at the same time extremely
powerful.

If God never did another thing for me, never blessed
anything else in my life, never answered another
prayer, never gave me another morsel of food or never

Mepika Pipata mov Ba cag fondncovv va tpocdlopicete
70 0PO GOC

Ta wvevpotikd yopicpoto (yopicpota Tov Ayiov
[Tvedpotog) cov 660nKav amd tov Oed Otav £yiveg
Xpiotovog. H Kawvn AweBnim dev divet évav Katdioyo
Bnudtov yio Tov Tpocdiopiopd ToL TVELUATIKOD dMPOV
Kamolov. Mog Aéve va emdidEov e o dmPa., Vo T
TPOETOLUAGOVE KOl VO TOL YPTOLULOTOW|COVLE, AALA OEV
HoG AEVE TG VO, TOL TPOGIOPICOVLE, TOLAAYIGTOV O)L GE
pio cuvortikn AMota. Ta mapaxdto fuata sivol
TPOTAGELS Y10 TO TTMG VO TPOYXWPNCETE Kol OV
Bewpovvron 1 tehk, £ykopn AEEN Yo To BEpa.

8. TomoBetrote OV €0wTO ©0G €5 OAOKANPOL O
duabeomn tov Oeol: Avtn glvorl Lol OVTIKEPEVIKY] GOg
amOEOcT TOL VITOVOEiTAl amd TNV ATOPOCT GO VO
vivete Xpwotavog. Ileg otov @gd Omwg €kave o
Hoalog: «Edod eipon, oteire pe». Hoalog 6:8. Anlwoe
otov Bgd: «Oy va yiver 10 BEAnud pov aAld to
0édnud Zov». Xwpig avty 1t otdomn, ywri Oa
TEPUEVOE VA pog amavtioel o @gdg otav Tov
POTALE TOG BELEL VO LG XPTOLLOTOW|OEL,

9. Tlpocevynoov: Zépelc 0Tl 0 Bedg £YEL EVOV GKOTO Y1a
céva 610 oo Tov Xpiotov. Topa Aowdv Tov {ntdte
va cog deiéel Tt givar, yvopilovtog 0Tt Oa amavtioet
ywti eivar 10 0EAnud  Tov. Waiuodg 25:12.
[Ipocevyduevor y1' avtod, amhdg (ntdue and Tov Ogod
Vo Hog amoKOADWEL TL €Yl amoPacicel o Incovg va
KOVOLLE.

10. AvaBempnote TOVG KOTOAOYOUG TOV OMPOV OTNV
Kown Awdnin: Tpénel vo apyicete vo oKEQTESTE
avtd OV 0 Bedg amokaAel dwokovia. Ta TaPAKAT®
glvan pepikd mapadeiypota dopwv 1 dlakovidy (xopig
To. TPocOPVE M Tt Bavpatovpyd) mov Oa wpénet va
G0G OMGOLV Uid 1O,

a. «Kot oty exkAncio o @gdg 6ploe TpmdTa o' GAOVG
ATOGTOAOVC, dgbtepovg  TPOPNTEG,  TPiTOVG
daokdAovg, peTd Bavpatovpyods, emiong ekeivovg
mov  &yovv yopicpoto Oepameing, exeivovg mwov
umopobv  va  Ponbnocovv dAlovg, ekeivovg pe
yopicpata dloiknong kot ekeivovg mov WAOLV pe
duapopa €11 yhdooec." (1 Kopwvbiovg 12:28)

b. «Avtdég Moy mov €0mGE  pEPKOVG VO YivOouv
amOGTOAOL, GAAOVG Vo Yivouv TTPOoPNTEG, GALOLS Va
yYivouv guayyeMoTéG Kot GAAOVE VoL YivOouv Toléveg
Kol 0GOKAAOL, Y0 VO, TPOETOUAGOLY TOV A0O TOV
B0 Y10 Epya VAINPESIAG, DGTE TO GOLO TOVL XPLGTOL
va oikodounel péypt va GAOL TAVOLY GTNV EVOTNTA
otV Mot KOl 0T YvOon Tov Y100 T0v ®goh Kot
yivovtor opipot, eBdvoviog ce OAo 1o HETPO TG
mnpotntag tov Xpiotody. (Eeeoiovg 4:11-13)

C. «AdTL peg ™ Y4pn mov pov 86Onke, Aéw oTOV




said another kind word my way, | owe Him my all
right now because of what He did for me on the cross.
Paul writing about His own motivation in 1
Corinthians 15:10 stated, "But by the grace of God |
am what | am, and | labor more abundantly than they
all—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me."
| commit to Christ because I'm grateful for my
salvation.

2. God promises to reward that commitment.
If I'll jump in, I mean if I'll really jump in, He'll reward
that commitment. Look at Luke 6:38, many consider
this verse to talk about giving money, but it really
refers to all of life. "Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap." Matthew
records Jesus stating about the same thing "Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things will be added unto you." (Matthew 6:33)

Those are just two of dozens and dozens of fantastic
promises in Scripture where God says if you'll just put
your life in my hands, I'll bring you blessings and
benefits you can't even imagine—if you'll just trust me.
The more you commit to me, the more | will
accomplish through you.

Are those not good reasons; are those not great reasons
to commit your life to Christ? | can't think of any better
reason. So immediately somebody says, "Why doesn't
everybody do it then? Why doesn't everybody commit
to Jesus?" Everybody doesn't really commit to Christ
because of the resistance to commit, three of which are
discussed below.

Resistance to commitment to Christ:

1. Nearsightedness- failure to take the long look.
We don't look 20 or 30 years down the road, much less
from an eternal perspective. We just tend to live for
now. C. S. Lewis wrote something excellent in one of
His books, "We have the wrong view. We tend to think
of ourselves as human beings who have a spiritual
dimension, when in fact, we are spiritual beings simply
passing through the human experience. The big picture
is, I'm a spiritual being, and I'm going to live forever
somewhere. But, we get nearsighted and see ourselves
packaged in the flesh. Nearsightedness keeps our focus
on what's the easy thing, the fun thing and the
convenient thing, ignoring our long-term values.

Jesus said "'But the worries of this life, the deceitfulness
of wealth and the desires for other things come in and
choke the word, making it unfruitful." (Mark 4:19) Our
Lord hit the nail right on the head. We focus on the
urgent, not the important. We lose sight of those real
values that we evaluated in the “What Are My Values”

kaBévo, amd eodc: Mn Oswpeite tov €avtd GOG
vynAodTEpa amd 0,T1 Ba Empene, AAAE Vo OKEPTESTE TOV
€0VTO O0G UE VNOAAD KpioT, COUE®VO IE TO HETPO
™G oG oL cag £xel dmael 0 Oedc. Onmg o Kabévag
HoG €xel éva oo Pe TOAAG LEAT], KOL OVTE TO. LLEAT
dev &rovv Oha v ida Aettovpyia, £€TG1 Kol GTOV
Xp1o10 gueic mov gipaote moAlol oynuotifovue éva
ocopa Kot kafe péhog avikel oe Oha ta dAla. ‘Eyovpe
SLOQOPETIKG YopioHT, OVAAOYO LE TN XOPT TOV OGS
d00nke. Av 10 yapiopo evog avlpmmov TPoPNTELEL, 0
TO XPNOUOTOMOEL ovdAoyo pe v moTn Tov. Av
eEummpetel, ag vrnpetnost. Av dddokel, og MddEeL.
Av givai evBappuvtikd, ag evBappivel. Av coppdiiet
OTLS aVAYKES TOV GAL®V, 0G dMGEL Yevvolddmpa. Av
elvanr myecio, ag wkvPepviost empedds. ov Ogiyvel
£€\eog, ac To Kavel pe xopay. (Popaiovg 12:3-8)

d. «O xaBévag mpémet va ypnoyonotei 6,t1 dMpo Exel
AaPel yio va vanpetel Tovg GAlovg, dtayelptlOUeEVog
TOTA T Y GpM TOV B0V GTIC SIAPOPES LOPPEG TNG. AV
KGmo10¢ AGEL, B TPEMEL VO TO KAVEL OTTMG KATO10G
mov Aéel Ta O T Adyle Tov BOeov. Av KATOL0G
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0 ®ebdg, dote og OAa vo doEaleTan 0 Bedg LEG® TOL
Incov Xpiotod. X' avtdv eivar 1 06&a Kot 1 dHvaun
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lesson. We stopped asking, "When I'm 90 years old and
looking back, what is it that I most want to have done?

How do | most want to be remembered?" All we think

about is now. We don't commit!

I love the story of John Skulley. In the mid-70s, he was
the president and chief executive officer of Pepsi Cola.
He became president at age 34. He had his face on the
cover of every major magazine. At age 42, he was on
top of the world making more money than he could ever
spend if he doled it out every second. A fellow by the
name of Steve Jobe had started up a fledgling little
computer company called, Apple Computer. He had
taken it about as far as he could take it. He knew this
man John Skulley was the man who could take it to
heights as yet unperceived. He begged, and begged, and
begged, and begged him to come, but Skulley was
making too much money. Finally, in a New York
penthouse, he looked at John and he asked him this
fateful question: "John, do you want to spend the rest of
your life making sugared-water, or do you want to
change the world?" That did it. It broke him out of his
nearsightedness, and he did take Apple Computer to
unprecedented heights.

But there are heights beyond computers. The apostle
John said in 1 John 2:17, "The world and all its passions
and desires will one day disappear, but anyone who
does the will of God will live forever." We've got to get
over that nearsightedness to commit.

2. Selfishness - thinking only about self.
Many millions of people build their whole world
around themselves and they don't have time for God. |
don't have time for God; I'm too busy with my career. |
don't have time for God's purposes in my life, I've got
places to go, people to see and things to do. I've got
dreams, I've got plans, I've got ambition. Now these
are people who are in essence saying, "Now God, |
know more about my life than you do. I know what's
going to make me happy, | know what's going to fulfill
me." But God says, "No, you don't. | designed you and
I built you. You think you know, but you're blowing
it."

Some of you read Calvin and Hobbs, the cartoon in the
newspaper. There was one | saw some time back that |
thought was really cute. Calvin was looking at Hobbs
and said to him, "I'm at peace with the world, and I'm
completely serene." Hobbs said, "Well, why is that?"
Calvin said, "Well, I've discovered my purpose in life,
I know why | was put here and why everything exists."
Hobbs said, "0 really?" Calvin said, "Yes, I'm here so
that everybody can do what | want." Hobbs said,
"Well, it's nice to have cleared that up." Calvin said,

KOKOLYieS, KAVE TO £€PYO TOV ELAYYEAIOTN,
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AdokoAot

«O xaBévag mpénet va yp1oLOTOLEL 0,TL SDPO ExeL
AaBet yro va vanpetel Toug dAhovg, dtoyelptlONeEVOg
TOTA TN XAp1 TOV 0D GTIC SIAUPOPES LOPPES TNG.
Av kdmotog pildet, Bo TPEmEL VA TO KAVEL OTIMG
Kdmo10g mov Aéet Ta ida Ta Adyto Tov Beod. Av
KGTO10¢ VAN PETEL, TPETEL VO, TO KAVEL UE T SOVaUN
oV TopEYEL 0 Pedg, Mate o€ OAa va 60EALETOL O
®edg pesw Tov Incod Xp1otov. X' autdv 1 36&a ko M
dvvaun 6Tovg amvog TV amvov.» (A' Ilétpov 4:10-
11).

Xprotiovoi
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Ko ouTd Tor HEAN dev Exovv OAa TV 1010 Agttovpyia,
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(Aertovpyieq) - ybpropa, yapiopa, xopilo Eva dmpo
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ebummpetel, ag vanpetnost. Av d1ddokel, oG dOAEEL.
Av givar evBappovtiko, ag evlappivel. Av copuPaiiet
OTIG OVAYKES TOV GAA®V, 0G ODGEL YEVVALOd®PA. AV
glvan nyeoia, ag koPfepvioet EMPEADS. av deiyvel
£\eog, ag To Kavel pe yopay. (Popaiovg 12:4-8)
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3.

"Yes, and once everybody else accepts it, they'll be
serene, t00."

We laugh at that, but there are a whole lot of Calvins in
the world. The world revolves around them. Once
everybody else figures that out, they'll be serene, too.
But when you live for yourself, you have a pretty small
goal in life. But Jesus said as recorded in Mark 8:35,
"For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for me and the gospel will save
it."

Fear.

Among those who have not yet really committed their
life to Christ, pure and simple fear is probably the most
common reason. As fears come up, we ask ourselves
questions like: What will it cost? If I really commit to
Christ, what will God require of me if | really took His
hand and let Him lead me? Would | become a fanatic?
What will other people think? Will | lose my secular
friends? Will 1 no longer be cool? What if | can't keep
my commitment? What if | fail?

Those are the kind of fears that keep people from
committing. Now, if that includes you and those fears
have kept you from being what God wants you to be,
let me tell you what the source of those fears is, aside
from the old devil himself. The source of the fears is
you don't understand the character of God. Either you
don't really trust His wisdom, or you don't really trust
His love. Sadly, I think for too many people, it's the
latter.

Folks, | want to tell you God is not some cosmic
Killjoy in the sky waiting to deal you a bummer. He
said, "I know the plans I have for you. They are for
good, and not for evil." (Jeremiah 29:11) Every father,
every parent can identify with this. If your child was to
come to you and said, "Dad, | respect you and | love
you, you're my dad, and | want to live life the way you
want me to live it." How would you respond to that?
Dad, would you look at that child and say, "Ha, ha, ha,
0 boy, you don't know it, but you're going to be
miserable from here on out. No more ice cream—
spinach, artichokes, and anchovies for you. I'm going
to break your play station. You're going to sit in that
corner and wear a dunce cap the rest of your life and
never go out.” Isn't that ridiculous? It's absolutely
absurd. Yet, that is the very concept many people have
about their life if they commit it to God. He's going to
put me through some obstacle course to make me
miserable.

| want to tell you what, if my son walks up to me and
says, "Dad, I want to commit my life to your purposes
and goals, | want to be the son you want me to be.” |

11.

12.

13.

14.

kaBopilovror oty A' Tyobeo. To £pyo Tovg
nmpocdiopiletal GOOTA [E TNV £VVOLa TOV S1KOVOG,
oepPipete. ['a Tpocheteg pehéteg avatpééte oto
Work of Deacons, 28 Nogpppiov 2005.

Tkepreite Ti¢ Avaykeg g Exiinoeiog: O ITétpog pég
Aéel EexdBapo OTL TPEMEL VAL (PN CLLOTOW|GOVLE TOL
yoplopatd pog yio vo vanpeTodle 0 évag tov GAAOV
®G KOAOT SL0YEPIOTES TNG TTOIKIANG YGp1TOg TOL B0V
(1 II&tpov 4:10). Ta Odpa eivor vrovpysio 1
vnpecies. To va vanpeteic onpaivel va KOAOWELS pio
avaykn. O oxomdg TV dmpwv dgv  eivolr va
ATOGYOAOVY TOVG AVEPMOTOVS AALG VO LKOVOTTOLOUV TIC
avayKeg TNG EKKANGILOG Kol OYl TIG OTOMKEG LOG
avaykeg. [Ipénel Lomov va kottdEOVE TIG AVAYKEG TNG
ekkinoiag. Kobmdg oavtég ov  avaykeg yivovtol
eupaveig, axolovbnote tig embupieg cog yio va Tig
EKTANPOCETE.

Ya&te yio Evkoipieg: Eekiviote éva nueporOYlo Ue
mopTES MOV GvoiEe 0 Bedg Yia eods. Kabag mepvd o
Kalpog, umopel va  apyloete vo  PAémete o
Kkatebvvon Tpog TV omoin cag 0dONYEL.

Znmote kabodnynon amd Ty nyecia g eKKAnciog:
Ta edapia Egeciovg 4:11, 12 Aéve 611 T0 ddpa. TG
EKKANGCLOTIKNG Nyeciag divovtan otnv ekKAnGio yio
Tov €£0MMGHO ToV ayimv. ASlomomote 6mGTd avTd
Ta, yapiocpota g nyeciog.

[apte v llpwtoPovria: Ilpocevyndnkate otov
Kvpro, avabempncate Tov KatdAoyo TV S10KOVIOV
¢ Kowng Awbnkng, Aapate vadyn Tig avaykeg tng
ekkAnoiag mov o Koplog éxer pépel vndym cog ko,
evoeyopévamg, &xete Béoel péoca oag v embopio va
ekminpwocete. ‘Exete mopotmpnost 6tL 0 Oeog mhvta
avolyel  mOPTEG  ELKOUPLOV — TPOC  OPLOUEVEC
KaTeLOVVOELS Kot EYETE GLLNTIOEL TO TPAYLLATO LLE TNV
nyecia ¢ ekkAnciog. Mnv mepiuévete GO, TAPTE
v npotofoviio Kol cvveyiote pe owtd Tov Bo ke
o Kbplog va kdvete.

Av Kamo10¢ TpocmafNoEL VO, GO EUTOSICEL VO EKTELECETE

avTtd TOL avTMapuPdveste OTL gival 1 dlakovia Gog,
umopei va Bewpnoete anopaitnto vo avalntnoete
KkaBodynon otov [1€tpo Kot 6Tovg AAAOLG 0TOGTOAOVG.
«O TIétpog kat o1 GAlotl amdotorol amdvincav: «IIpémet

V0L VTTOKOVUE 6TOV Bgd TTapd 6TOVG avOpmTOVC!»

(ITpd&erg 5:29).
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would do everything, everything in my power to make
his life as wonderful as it could possibly be. God, our
Father, says, “I want to do the same.” That's why Jesus
said, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and I'll add all these things to you."

Look at Psalm 37:3, "Trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Delight
yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of
your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him
and He will do this:" That's the promise. I've got
nothing to fear by committing my life to Christ. Life is
going to be more wonderful than it could be otherwise.

Why we need to commit to Christ.

How do I respond with commitment to Christ? Obviously,
if you're not a Christian, you need to put your trust in
Christ and obey the gospel. Obviously, you need to
recognize Jesus as who He is, the Son of God. You need to
come to Him on you knees saying, "l believe that,"
confessing His hame. You need to be immersed into the
death of Christ being buried with Him, baptized into
Christ, for the forgiveness of your sin. That is the means by
which one accepts the grace that God has offered. But
some of you have already done that. You've already
obeyed the gospel. You have put on Christ having been
buried with Him in baptism. Some of you assemble with a
church regularly, but if the truth is known, you've yet to
really commit your life to Christ. You've yet to really step
on His power and grace saying, "I want His way more than
my way."

What do you still need to do? The first thing you need to
do is calculate. In Luke 14:25, Jesus is up front about
commitment. He said if you're going to follow me, you’d
better think about it. He said there's not a man who would
build a tower without first taking inventory of his money
and his materials. He would make sure he could finish.
He's not going to get halfway up and quit. He said there's
not a king who's not going to take care to count his own
forces before he goes to war. If he's got 10,000, he's not
likely to go do battle against somebody with 20,000. He
said, "If you're going to commit to me, you better think
about it, you better calculate it." In every commitment,
there are benefits to be had and prices to be paid. You
decide whether you're committed based on whether you
think the benefits outweigh the costs. That's it. In other
words, is the cause worth the costs?

I want you to do a little experiment. Picture in your mind
two ledgers. On one side in this ledger is the question:
What is the cost to follow Jesus Christ, because there is a
cost? On the other side of the ledger the question is: What
does it cost not to really commit to Jesus Christ? By your
response to these questions you are making a commitment.

TOL OYNUATOC GOGC, TPOG T HeYIoTomoinon g Lmng oo.
AMG glvar amoADTmG GypnoTa, EKTOG Kol 0V 0QLEPDCETE
) {on cag otov Incod Xpiotd, mov givar 1o emikevipo
OLTOV TOL HOONUATOG.

Taopa {ovpe og o emoyn mov 1 Kowmvio pog eofdtat
déopevon. O Robert Bella, kovovioldyog 610
Havemomuo g Notwog Kalpdpvia, Eypawe to Habits
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timota 010 6icKo, Kot avTd CLUPAIVEL GE TOGEG TOALEG
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610 BéAnua tov g0l péc® ToL Yov Tov, Incov XpioToo.
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TOPOUKOAD, AOELPOT, VO TOPOVGIAGETE TO, COUATE GO MG
Covtavn Bucio mov etvar ) Aoy VINPESia GOG
(mvevpotikn vnpecia-ASV). Topa dkovcé pe, Otav
M, «Aéopevon otov Xplotdm, WAA® Yo KATL
TEPLOGOTEPO OO UL OTOPOOT). MIAG® Y10 OEGUELGT).

IToAlol amd €64g £xeTe TAPEL LN ATOPUCT] Y10, TOV
Xp1o10, 0AAG vopilm Ott eivat dikoto vo Todue 0Tt
VILAPYOLY TOAAOL OO EGAG TOV OEV EXETE TPALYLLOTIKL
apociwbel o Avtdv. Oélete T coTNPia TOL TPOGPEPEL,
aALG dev gioTe Giyovpot 6TL OEAeTE TNV KLpLapyio TOV
amortel. o avtd puddpe pe décuevon.

[Ipéner va aprepmoovpe ) (o1 pog otov Xpotd yoTi:

4. Eivon p€pog tov oyediov Tov @gov yia t {wn pag.
«Eipoote épyo Beov, dnpiovpynuévol ev Xpiotm
Inocov ywo va kdvovpe KoAd Epya, To omoia 0 ®edg
TPOETOIHAGE Yo ERAC Vo Kavovuey. (Epeciovg 2:10)
Y7apyovv koAl TpayHOTO TOL HOG ONIULOVPYTOE VO
Kkévovupe. [Ipocé&te «Eipaote dnpovpynuévol (tog;)
gv Xp1oto Inco? yio va kdvovpe KaAd Epyay. Me
AL AOYLO, EKTOC OO LD YVIOLOL OEGIEVGT] GTOV
Xp10710, dgv Ba GUVELOINTOTOUGOVLE TOTE TOV
UEY16TO 0KOTO TG LMNG, TIG OLVOTOTNTES HaG UEYPL
va yivel autn 1 déopuevon.

Eipot svyvopmv yuo tn cotpio pov.




When you commit to Christ, what do you give up?

1.

The right to personal sovereignty.

I'm not going to pull any punches. Don't say “I’'m
committed to Christ” if you're not going to commit. In
other words, it's no longer what do | want, but God,
what do you want? It's not what | want to do, it's God,
what do you want me to do?

See, amazingly, the God who created the universe gave
each of us the ability to choose how much influence
the Almighty God will have in our lives. He didn't
have to do that. If He wanted to, He could have made
every one of us puppets, robots or animals, birds or
fish. But He made us with the ability to think, reason
and choose. He gave you the ability, right, to decide.
So if you commit to Jesus Christ, you're saying, "God,
I'm turning that right back over to you." Look at what
Paul said in Galatians 2:20, "I have been crucified with
Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me."
There was a commitment, and He turned over personal
sovereignty.

Personal priority of your resources.

Whew! That one stings! It's no longer what do | want
to do with my time, it is, God what do you want me to
do with your time? It's no longer what am | going to do
with my money, but God what do you want me to do
with your money? See, it's the concept of stewardship.
When you commit to Jesus Christ, you're saying, "I
realize that God owns everything | have and He wants
me just to manage it for just a little while for His glory.
| give up "the my and mine concept.” It's God. | give
up priority of my resources, any kind of resource.

3. Worldly value system.

This concept was discussed in the “What are My
Values?” lesson. "For everything of the world—the
cravings of sinful man, the lust of the eyes and the
boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the
Father but from the world." (1 John 2:16) Power,
pleasure, prestige and possessions, it's not that you
never have any of those things; it's that you don't spend
all of your attention, your time, and your emotions
trying to acquire it. If I commit my life to Christ, | give
up a relentless pursuit of what the world says is
important. Now that's a pretty big price, isn't it?

When you give up your personal sovereignty you
realize you're not the manager of the universe, you're
not even the manager of your life. You're going to let
God call the shots. Give up the priority of your
resources, the chasing after the worldly value system.

When you choose NOT to commit to Christ, what do you
give up?

1.

It costs me God's plan for the best use of my life.

O IMavog eine oto 2 Tyobeo 1:9 [0 Incotg] pog
£0m0¢E Kal pog kKaAeoe og o dyto (o1, oyl yio
OTIONTOTE EYOVE KAVEL, OAAA Y1t TOV d1kd Tov
okomnd Kot xépn. Ilpénel va dddow t o1 pov otov
®ed ywati Exetvog édwoe ) {on Tov e péva. Apnv?
O Bedc avérafe TNV amdALTN dECUEVCT] OTOV TPE TN
popon avBpmmov kot fpbe atn yn yio vo teddvel o
aVTOV TOV 6TaV PO Yo P oG TNV TéAELD eEINEmOT)
v TV apoptio. Eival apketd tpopavic, aAld
TAVTOYPOVA EEAIPETIKA 1GYLPO.

Av 0 Bgbg dev éKove TOTE KATL AAAO Y10 LEVOL, TOTE
dev gvAoynoe timota dALo otn (N pov, dev
ATAVINGE TOTE GE AN TPOGEVYT], OEV OV £0MGE
GAAN P provkid eoayntov 1 dev gine moté dAlo
KaAO Adyo pe Tov S1KO LoV TPOTO, TOV YPOGTAM TA
TAVTO Y10 0V TO OV EKAVE. Y10 HEVE 610 6Tovpo. O
[Mavrog ypdoovtag yio o dikd Tov kivntpa 610 1
Kopwbiovg 15:10 dnrmoe: «AALG pe ™ Xap1m TOV
®eov gipat avtd mov gipa, kKot gpyaopat o debova
amo OAOVG — ALY Oyl YD, AALA 1) X AP TOL Bg0D
mov ftav poll pov. " Aecpgbopot otov Xpiotd yoti
glpot EVyVO®YV Yo T cmTnpio pov.

O Bebc vmooyeTOL VO avTopeiyel ovTn T SECUEVOT).
Av moném, evvod 6T av mdME® TpaypaTikd, o
avtopeiyel avt ™ déopevon. Kortaéte oto Aovkdg
6:38, ToAAoi BepPovV OTL AVTO TO €6APLO LIAGEL Y10
TNV POy ¥PNUATOV, CALL OTNV TPAYLOTIKOTNTO
avaeépetal og OAn ™ Lon. "Adoe, Kot 8o cov S0bel.

"Eva kolo pétpo, meouévo, kovvnuévo poll ko

tpéyovtag, Ba yubeil onv aykoiid cov." O MatBaiog
KaToypdaeet Tov Incov dnidvovrag mepimov to 1610
TPAyUo. «ZnTNote TpmTo, TN Paciieia Tov Ogov Kot
T dwkatoovvn Tov, kat OAa avtd o cog
npootebotvy. (Matbaiog 6:33)

AvTtég etvar povo 300 amd Tig OeKGOES KOl OEKAOES
QaVTaoTIKEG VTooyEselg ot ['paen}, dmov 0 Oedg
Aéel 6T av Paderg T o1 cov ota xépia pov, o cov
QEPM EVAOYIEC KO OPEAT) TTOV OVTE KOV UTOPEIS VUL
QOVTOOTELS - av amhmg pe gpumotevtels . Oco
TEPLCCOTEPO LOV SEGUEVEDTE, TOGO MEPIGTOTEPX. Ot
KATOQEP® PECT A0 EGAG.

Agyv givon avtol kool Adyor; Agv givar avtoli ot
omoVdaiol AOYOL Yo VO, aplEPAOCELS TN (™1 GOV GTOV
Xp1otod; Agv pmopd vo oKePT® KoAdTepo AdY0. 'Etot
apECHG Kamolog Aéel, "Tloti dgv To Kdvouv OAot ToTE;
INari dev deopevovian OAotL Tov Incov;" Orot dev
o UEVOVTAL TPOYUATIKA 6TOV XPl1oTod AOY® TNG
avTioTOONG 0T SEGUEVGT, TPELC OO TIC OTOIES
ou{nTobvToL TOPAKAT®.

Avriotaon ot déopevon otov XpioTo:
1. Mvorio-omotuyio vo piéovue T LOKPOTKEAN LOTLd.




If | decide I'm not going to commit to Christ, but just
drift through life. I'll get little snatches of pleasure here
and there, but I never come close to tapping into what
God can and wants to do with my life because that
only comes from really walking hand in hand with the
Lord.

2. Satisfaction and joy
Those of you who are maybe advanced in years who
have never made that commitment could testify you've
felt a hollow feeling for a long time. That empty or
hollow feeling is the lack of satisfaction and joy that
you gave up.

3. Eternal life.
You gave up a reward in heaven, an eternity of
absolute bliss where I'll never hurt, cry, or mourn
again. You will never hear the Lord say "Well done,
good and faithful servant. Enter now into the joys of
the Lord."
Once you've make that commitment, then CHARGE! |
mean charge, dedicate, go for it, and don't turn back.
"Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your spiritual act of worship." (Romans 12:1)

When a pilot turns and starts a big 747 down the airport
runway, he gets to a point of no return. He is getting more
and more speed, either he’s going to get airborne or crash
and self-destruct. I'm afraid there are some of you who've
got your engines revving. There are a lot of other people
out there who aren't even at the airport. Some don't even
know there's a plane. Are some of you sitting on life’s
runway, revving up, building up a little speed, but not
enough speed to get airborne? You've never gotten off the
ground in your relationship with Christ. You know about
Him, but you've never gotten off the ground in real
commitment to know Him.

Some of you may have been sitting on that runway for
years, revving your engines and saying, "One of these

days, one of these days, I'm going to get committed. One of
these days I'm going to give my life to God. One of these
days, I'm going to stop living out my plan and start living
God's plan.” | really worry that someday you're going to
stand before Jesus Christ with major regrets saying I did
such a stupid thing! I invested my life, | invested my time
and | invested my talent for the wrong purpose. How |
wish | could do it over again. But it will be too late.

What is it that's holding you back from your commitment?
What is it that's keeping you on the runway, instead of
being airborne? Is it fear? Afraid of what God will do with
you? Is it nearsightedness, are you just still looking at all
these things around you? Is it just pure selfishness? Is it a
relationship? What is it? Has there ever been a time in your

Agv koutdipe 20 1§ 30 ypdvia 610 dpdLLO, TOCO LLAAAOV
omd e advio TPoonTikn. ATAGG telvovpe va {odue
v tdpa. O CS Lewis &ypaye K4t aipeTikd og €va
ano6 ta fipria Tov, "Exovpe AdBog dmoyn. ‘Eyovpe
v tdon va Bempove Tovg 0vTOVG Lag avlpdTovg
IOV £YOVV TVELLLOTIKY O1AGTACT, EVD GTNV
TPOYUATIKOTNTO EILOOTE TVEVUATIKG OVTO TOV OTADG
epvovv amd v avBpomvn eumepio. H peyddn H
g1KOVa glval, elpon Eva TVELHOTIKO 0V, Kal Ba {fom Yo
hvto Kémov. Opme, YIvOUOoTE LO®TIKOL Kol

BAémov e TOVG EVTOVS LOG CLGKEVAGUEVOVS OTN
ocbpxa. H pooria kpatd v eotiaot| Log 6to €0KOAO,
0TO OLCKESAGTIKO KOl GTO BOALKO TPAyLaL ,
ayvoovTag TIS pakporpobecpes a&leg pog.

O Inocovg gime «AAAG 01 avnovyieg avtg g Long, N
0T TOL TAOVTOL Kot 01 EmBLUIES Yo GAAQ
TPAYULATO UITAiVOUVY Kol TViyouy Tov AdYo,
kabiotdvTag Tov dkapmo.» (Mdaprog 4:19) O Kopiog
HOG XTOTNGE TO KPPl akpPdc 6TO KEQAAL.
Eotialovpe oto enciyov, 6yt 610 ONUOVTIKO.
[Hopaprémovpe avTég TIg TPAyLATIKES a&ieg TOV
a&lohoynoape oto padnua «Iloteg eivar o1 a&ieg povy.
Yropotioape vo potape, "Otav gipot 90 ypovav kot
Kortdlo micm, T1 gival avtd Tov BEAD TEPIGGOTEPO VA
&y kavet, [og 06Aw TeprocdTEPO VO pe Bopovvral;"”
To poévo mov okeptdpooTE Elvar Tdpa. Agv
deopevdpoote!

Aotped® TV 1otopio Tov John Skulley. Zta péoa g
dekaetiog Tov '70, frav Tpodedpog Kot devduvov
ovppovrog g Pepsi Cola. Eyve mpdedpog oe nhikia
34 etdyv. Eiye to mpocomd oV 670 EDPLALO KAOE
peyaiov meplodikov. Xta 42 tov, Ppiokdtay 6Ty
KOpLQT| TOL KOGHOV, KEPOHILoVTAG TEPIGGOTEP
xpALoTa 0o 6ca Oa propovce ToTE va E0dEYEL av Ta
éPyale kabe devtepdrento. 'Evag @ilog pe 10 dvopa
Steve Jobe eiye dnuiovpynoet e veooHoToTn
etapeio vToAoYIGTAOV TOL ovopaotav Apple
Computer. To &iye méel 660 7o pokpLd pTopovcE.

"Héepe 611 awtdg 0 dvBpwmog o TCov Zxdred Tav o

GvBpOTOG TOL PTOPOVGE VA TO PTAGEL GE VYN TTOV OgV
ntav axoun ovtAnmto. [opakaiovoe, Tapakolodoe,
TOPUKOAOVGE, KOl TOV TApaKAAEGE Vo EpOet, aAAd o
Skulley £Byale mapa moAld yprnata. Tehkd, o€ Eva
petipé g Néag Yopkng, koitage tov TCov kot Tov
ékave autn ) potpaia epatnon: «dvvn, 0Ehels va
TEPACELS TO LIWOAOUTO TNG (NG GOV PTLAYVOVTOG
Cayoapovyo vepd;

AAG vtapyovy Hym TP amd TOVG VITOAOYIGTEC. O
arootorog lmavvng eine oto 1 lwdvvn 2:17, «O
KOGHOG Ko OAQ T TAO Kot ot embupieg Tov pia pépa
0o e€apaviotovy, aALA 6T010¢ KAVEL TO OEAN L0 TOV
®eov Ba {noet Yo mavtay. [Ipénel va Eemepdoovpe
OVTH TN LOOTIO Y10 VO, SEGUEVTOVLLE.




life since you made your initial commitment to Christ that
you made an unreserved commitment of your talent, your
time, your treasure or your life without hesitation or
reservation. You see the real issue is do you want to be a
casual, lukewarm, Christian the rest of your life? You can't
be partially committed to Christ. The one thing Christianity
cannot be is moderately important. You can hide, you can
stay uncommitted, and basically, nobody will know—but
God Knows. Lesson # 1299 - February 2, 1997

Chapter 5
Setting Spiritually-Based Goals

Mission Statement

A good mission statement never changes. It is the constant
compass point for your life, your business, your desires or
whatever.

One of the best illustrations of that point goes back to the
19th century when most people traveled by horse and
buggy. Henry Ford was one of scores and scores of buggy
makers. As technology brought about the gasoline-powered
engine and the automobile, most of those buggy makers
went out of business because they thought their mission
was making buggies. Henry Ford identified his company's
mission as transporting people. See there will always be a
need for that, taking people from point A to point B.
Consequently, you know the rest of the story.

Too many people focus their life mission around temporary
things. If you do, you're doomed to failure. Whatever your
mission is in life, it must be permanent. Life is a journey,
and whether you're 20, 30, 60 or 80 years old, your life
mission should be the same. | would implore you to adopt
the one that Jesus did — “Please God.”

Vision

Although one’s mission of life should never change, one’s
vision should change. Vision is the optimum
implementation of your mission at any point and time.
Vision is your ideal picture of your life. It is the picture
you paint of your desired state of affairs over a period of
time, three to five years.

Let's go back to our example with Ford. In 1880, Henry
Ford said my mission is transporting people. How will |
best do that in the next five years? Well, the answer in
1880 was to build good buggies. In 1900, he asked that
same question, how do | best implement my mission over
the next five years? His answer was no longer the same.
His vision had changed.

In my life, my mission is to please God. Now how do | best
do that over the next five years? The answer | give to that
question is my vision statement. The vision will vary from
person to person. Your vision will vary based upon your
gifts, your experiences, your background and your
opportunities. Your vision will vary in your own life from
time to time. How do | best please God over the next five

2. Eymiouog - oxéyn pévo yia tov €0uto.
[MoALG exaToppdplo dvBpmmot ytilovy 0AGKAN PO TOV
KOGLLO TOVG YOP® TOVLG Kot OEV EYOVV YPOVO Y10l TOV
®ed. Aev €xm xpovo yia tov Ogod. Eipon mord
OTTOCYOATLEVOG LLE TNV KOPLEPA LOV. Agv Exm ypOVO
Y10 TOVG 6KOTOVE ToL B0V ot LN pov, Ex® HEPT
va Tho, avOpOTOLG Vo d® Kot TPAYLATO VO KAVE®.
Exm 6vepa, Exo oyxéota, £xm errodoisc. Topa avtol
glvar avBpwmot Tov otnv ovcia Aéve, "Topo Océ
pov, Eépm meprocdtepa yio T {on pov and ecéva.
Eépom T Oa pe kdver evtuyiopévn, Eépw T Ba pe
ekminpooel.” AAAG 0 Oedg Aéet, "Oyt, 0ev TO KAVELS.
Xe oyedlaca kot og £xtica. Nopilelg 6t E€petg, oALA
70 PVohG."

Mepikoi amd godg dwPdcate tov Calvin and Hobbs,
T yeloloypapia oty epnpepida. Yanpye éva mov
€lda mpwv omd Aiyo kapd mov vouila 6t NTav TOAD
yoprtopévo. O Kaipw koitale tov Xoumg kot tov
eine: «Eipon o€ g1pfvn pe Tov KOGUO Kot eipton
evielmg yolnviogy. O Xoung gine, "Aowmdv, yloti
givar ovto;" O KaABivog gine, «Aoimov, avakaivya
Tov okomd ¢ {ong pov, EEpm yati pe EBarav 00
Kol yott vapyovv Ta Tavtoy. O Xoung gine, "0
aAnfew;" O KoABivog gime: «Na, gipot edm yio va
umopovv 6Aot va kKavouv 6,11 0é m». O Xoumng gine:
«Aowmdv, givor owpaio mov to Egxabdpioa avton. O
KéAPv gime: «Nau, kot podg to dgytohv 6A0L 01
dArot, Ba glvar Kot ovtol YOA VIO,

I'eldpe pe avtd, ahid vTapyovv Tapa TOALOL
Calvins otov k6opo. O KOGLOG TEPIGTPEPETAL YOP®
Tovg. MO To KataAdfovyv 6AoL ot dArot, Oa givar
Kol autol pepot. AARG 6tav (ELg Yo Tov 00TO GOV,
£xe1g évav oAl Uikpd 6tdyo ot Lo1. AAAG o Incovg
glne, OTOG Kataypapetal oto Mdpko 8:35, «[arti
omo1og BéAel va cmaoet T {1 Tov Ba ™ Ydoel, aAld
01010 ydoet TN {1 TOv Y10 LEVA KOt TO gVayYEALO
0a ™ choew.

6. Dofoc.
Meta&d exeivav mov dev £x0VV aKOUN OQLEPDCEL
apaypotikd t {on Toug otov Xpioto, o kabupog Kot
amhoc eoPog eival iomg o mo cuvndicuévog Adyoc.
Kabaog epeavioviar popot, 0Etovpe otov govtd pog
gpmtnoelg 0nmg: Tt Oa kooticel;, Av deouenT®
TPAYUOTIKA 6ToV XP1oTo, TL O amottioel o O@edg amd
gpéva, av Tpaypotikd mdaow to xépt Tov ko Tov
aPNo® va Pe 0dnynosl; Oa yvopovy eavotikog; Tt
0o oKePTOVV 01 AAAOL, B0 YAC® TOVEC KOGLUKOVS OV
oihovg; Aev Ba gipon o yoyparpog; Tt yiveton av
dev umop® vo, tnpnow ™ déopevon pov; Ki av
amoTHY®;




years? Quite frankly, a 20-year-old will probably answer
that question differently than a 60-year-old. But if you’re
going to live the maximum life you need 1) a concise
mission statement, written down and memorized always
reminding you of what you want to do with your life and 2)
a vision statement with a written picture of how you plan to
be fulfilling that mission over the next three to five years.

Now because we human beings are the most complex
creations in the world, a vision is not always easy to craft.
It could be pretty hard to look at a total composite picture,
write out a comprehensive vision statement of how we best
please God and use the gifts that He has given to us.
Perhaps the best way to create a vision statement for your
life is to break life down into some basic areas and craft a
piece of the vision statement for each major area.

There are a number of ways to do that, but here's one way
that | like that appears to work very well. | encourage
people to construct their vision statement around what |
call the four P's.

Passion - how you approach life.
What do you love to do? How has God made you?
With what kind of attitude will you approach life?
When you begin to answer those questions, you've
started your vision statement.

Purpose - what do you want to accomplish in life?
What impact do you plan to make in your life? How do
you want to be remembered once you’re dead and
gone? What contribution do you want to make to your
immediate community? What is your purpose in life?
People - people whom you love and how you plan to love
them.
Whom do you love? What are your deepest
relationships, and how are you going to nurture those?
The irony of it is that businesses do vision statements
all the time. So a lot of you are businessmen and
businesswomen, but at business all they want you to do
is craft a vision statement around your business. So
you think about purpose, and if you love your work,
you think about passion. But do you know what you
tend to forget? You tend to forget the people who mean
the most to you. Here you've got this picture and all
these goals coming from this vision and that's why
many business people end up having no family because
they totally forgot about this critical element of life.
Praise - how will you worship God?
| don't mean a one-hour assembly on Sunday morning.
I mean worship in the truest biblical sense of the word
where biblically, our entire lives should be a worship
to God, a spiritually sacrificed life. As you craft a
vision statement for your life over the next three to five
years, ask these questions. “How will I demonstrate my
love to Him, day in and day out over the long haul?

Avtot glvat 1o €idog Twv POPwv mov epmodilovv Tovg
avBpdmovg va despevtovv. Topa, av avtd
TePAaUPAvEL EGAC Kot 0vTol oL pOPot Gag EUTOdIcay
va yivete autd mov Béhel 0 Bedg, EMTPEYTE LOL VO
GG T ol Elval 1) YT QVTAV TOV EOPOV, EKTOS
a6 tov 1010 Tov maAld dtdforo. H mnyn tov eoPov
glvar 011 dev katoroPaivelg Tov yapaktnpa Tov Ogov.
Eite dev eumoteveote mpaypotikd ) coeio Tov, eite
dgv gumioTedESTE TPAYUOTIKA TNV arydmn Tov.
Avotoymg, vouilm 0Tl yio mapa ToALovS ovOpdTOLG,
glvan to TedgvTaio.

[Mondid, 0€Am va oag T 0TL 0 Bedg dev etval Kamolo
KOGLUKT YOpG GTOV 0LPOVO OV TEPLUEVEL VOL GOG
Kavel Kakd. Eine, "Eépo to oyédia mov Exm yuo céva.
Eivar yuo koo kot oy yio koxd." (Iepepiog 29:11)
Kd&be matépag, kaOe yovéag pmopel va TaVTIOTEL e
avtd. Av 10 TOdi Gov EMPOKELTO va. £pBeL og GEva Kot
va 6oV Tel: «Mropmnd, oe GEBoLat Kol GE ayonm,
gloat 0 pmapmdg pov kot 0EAw va {om tn {on 6nmg
€ol Bélelg va ) {noo». Ilog Ba anaviodcate o
avtd; Mroapnd, Ba kortovoeg avtd o Tondi Kot Ha
é\eyec: "Xa, ya, o, 0 ayopt, oev 1o EEpeLg, aAAd Oa
gloat AOMoc omod edm kat wEpa. Oyt dALo ToywTo -
OTOVAKL, OYKIVAPES, Kot Yaipot yio 6éva. Oa Gov
ondom to play station. Ou kKabecot og exeivn ™
yovia Kot 0o popdc Eva GKOLPAKL Y10 TV VITOAOUT
Con cov kat dev Ba Pyeig moté EEw». Agv givan
veloio; To' etvan amoAvtwg Tapdroyo. 26T6G0, VTN
glvan m 101 1 avtidnym mov éxovv ToAAoi dvBpmmot
v T {1 TOVG, v TN dEGUELGOVY oTOV Bgd. Ba e
BaAet og Kdmolo dpOLO e EUTOIIOL Y10l VO LLE KAVEL
uilepo.

®EAm VO GOV TT® TL, AV O Y10G OV L€ TANCLAGEL KO
uov 7et, «Mmound, 06Aw va aplep®@co ) (on pov
GTOVG GKOTOVE Kol TOVG GTOYOVE GOV, OEAM va gipan
0 y10¢ mov Bélerg va eipay. Oa £Kava ta TAvTa, 0,Tt
TEPVOVGE OO TO YEPL LOVL Y1 VoL KAve T {®1] Tov
060 710 VEpoyn Oa umopovoe va, givatl. O Oedg, o
[Matépag pog, Aéet, «@éhw va Kave to ido». ' avtod
o0 Inoovg eine: «Zntote npodta ) Paciieia Tov
®eov kat t dwkatocvvn Tov, kot Oa cag Tpocbicw
OO OV TAY.

KowtéEre tov Yorpo 37:3, «Eumotevcov otov Kbpio
K0l KOVE TO KOAO: KOTOIKNGE GT Y1 KOl ATOANVCTE
ac@oAn fookn). ATOANDGTE TOV EQVTO GG GTOV
Kvpro ka1 B cog ddoet Tig embopieg tng Kopdidg
oagc. Agebeite otov KOplo- gumiotedioon Avtog Kot
Exeivog Oa, kdvouv awtd: «Avt givar ) vtdoyeon.
Agv &y vo popnbd Ttimota apiepdvovtag T {on pov
otov Xp1otd. H {on Oa givar wo vépoyn omd 6,11 Oa
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How am | going to do that?” Have you ever thought
about that?
Now if you will answer those questions and paint a
picture of your life, focusing on your passion, purpose,
people and praise, you're a long way down the road
toward the maximum life. That's your vision statement.
Hear me, less than one percent of our population has a
vision statement written out for their lives. But those
who do are light years ahead of the ones who don't.
They've got the tools for the maximum life because
they really do know where they want to go. They're the
ones who are not going to get distracted from their
vision or life’s mission.
Look at those four P's again; when you shape a vision for
the passion of your life, you have excitement. If you don't
shape that vision, you have boredom. If you shape a vision
for the purpose of your life, you'll have satisfaction; if you
don't, you’ll have frustration. When you shape a vision for
the people in your life, you have love; when you don't, you
have loneliness. When you shape a vision for the praise in
your life, you have destiny; but when you don't, you have
hopelessness.
Jesus is the classic example. His mission was really the
same as mine, and | hope, yours. It was to please God,
remember? He said, "I've come to do the will of Him who
sent me." He knew exactly what His mission was, but not
only that. He knew how He wanted to fulfill that mission.
In other words, He had a clear vision of what He wanted to
do while He was on the face of this earth. Several times,
people would come to Him and say, "Lord, come, do this,
do that or do something else." Jesus would say "My hour
is not yet come. Don't try to tell me what | need to do. |
know exactly what | need to do." After only a three-year
ministry, when He was only 33 years old, He said to the
Father in John 17:4, "'l have finished the work you have
given me to do." If we had been standing there hearing
that, we would have thought, finished? Lord, you've not
even got started. You're only 33 years old. You've only
been at it three years. You've never traveled more than a
hundred miles from home. You’ve not even begun. But
His mission and His vision were clear in His mind. They
were not set by other people. Yours shouldn't be either.

Craft Goals

1. Goals reveal your vision.
From the vision statement of your life, you begin to
craft goals. Goals simply are the statement of faith to
accomplish your vision. They are the steps you must
take to get to where you want to go. Goals take you to
your vision and in so doing they help you accomplish
your life mission. | know most of you are not
accustomed to setting goals and some of you may even
have a theological persuasion against them.

| believe with all my heart that God wants all of us to
set goals. Some of you say, "isn't that rather
presumptive. Didn't Jesus teach in the Sermon on the
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Mount, 'take no thought for tomorrow’? Didn’t James
say that we shouldn't say, "We're going to do this or
that, but only if the Lord wills?" Yes, so let us examine
those verses. The verse, "Take no thought about
tomorrow." (KJV) Matthew 6:34 is best rendered as it
is in the New King James Version and the New
International Version, "Don't worry about tomorrow."
Jesus isn't talking about planning. He's talking about
fretting or being overly concerned. He's talking about
an insecure spirit that sits around and says, "Oh no,
what in the world is going to happen to me?" Frankly,
if we did more planning, vision shaping and goal
setting, we would worry less about tomorrow.
The teaching of James "If the Lord will," is not to tell
us not to set goals. Rather, it is to remind us that any
vision and goals we strive for should seek God's
wisdom for its success; otherwise failure will be under
His sovereign power. Scripture clearly, CLEARLY,
points out the need for vision and goals. "For without
vision, the people perish." (Proverbs 29:18) "A
discerning man keeps wisdom in view, but a fool's eyes
wander to the ends of the earth." (Proverbs 17:24) Do
you see what that says? That says when you fail to plan
you just go off in a bunch of different directions.
You've got to have a game plan in life. Otherwise,
you're just going to react from one crisis to another.
You're going to be blown from one problem to another.
Without vision and without goals, you're not
controlling your life, you're life is going to be
controlling you.
Jesus commended proper planning. In Luke 14 when
Jesus was trying to encourage "would be" disciples to
make sure they knew what they were getting into—He
said, you've got to count the cost, you've got to think
ahead. In verse 28, He said, what man for example
would build a tower without first counting up his
money and looking at his inventory of supplies? He
wouldn't try to build that tower without knowing he
could finish. Or in verse 31, he said, a king won't go to
war in a battle unless he knows he's got enough troops
to do the job. Well-formed goals help us achieve a
vision. They're good, they're necessary.
2. Criteria for good goals
a. Relevant
They're relevant to your life mission and vision.
You don't just set goals on a tangent; you look at
the picture of how you want your life to be three to
five years from now and begin to structure the
goals that will get you there.
b. Specific
A well-formed goal is a target that you can tell
whether you've hit or not. They're not generic or
broad. They're very specific.
c. Measurable
They let you know if you're making progress. Now
let me give you an example of those last two,
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specific and measurable. A lot of people will make
a New Year's type resolution and call it a goal.
They'll say, "My goal is to be a better father."
That's not a goal, that's a wish. How do you know
if you're a better father? That's not quantifiable so
it cannot be measured to any standard. That's not a
goal, that's a wish. Break it down into specifics
like, "I'm going to hug every child three times a
day." Now there's a goal. "I'm going to tuck each
of my children in bed at night." There's a goal. "I'm
going to spend uninterrupted interaction with each
child at least 15 minutes a day. There's a goal. "I'm
going to pray with my children every day." There's
a goal. Those things will make you a better father.
You can know if you've done those things or not,
they are measurable.

d. Stretchable
Do me a favor. Raise your right hand. Before you
put it down, can you raise it higher than that? Can
you go even higher than that? Do you see the point
of that little illustration? You never reach as high
as you possibly can.

e. Flexible.
They're flexible so that if you reach a goal in your
quest of your vision, you set the next one. If you
fall short and you have not failed, you've moved
closer to your vision. So you're constantly
adjusting your goals, focusing on that picture that
is three to five years out in your life.

Biblical Model

We will close this lesson by showing you a model that

really capsulates every one of these and even more.

Abraham wants to find a wife for his son, Isaac. He sends

his servant Eleazar out to do that. (Genesis 24)

a. Abraham had a mission. He was in a strange country
traveling as a nomad for one reason. Do you remember
that reason? God had come to Him and said,
"Abraham, I'm going to make of you and your
descendants a great nation; but first, | want you to pack
up everything you have and move." Abraham did,
didn't he? Do you know what Abraham's mission was
in life? The same thing mine is—to please God. God
said, "I'm going to do something with you, | don't want
to do it here. Pick up and move." Abraham said, "God,
whatever you say because I live to please you." That's
his mission—never changes.

b. Abraham had a vision. The vision complemented his
mission. "Abraham was now old and well advanced in
years, and the Lord had blessed him in every way. He
said to the chief servant in his household, the one in
charge of all that he had, “I want you to swear by the
Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you
will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom | am living, but will go to
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my country and my own relatives and get a wife for
my son Isaac.” (Genesis 24:1-4)

Do you see the vision? Abraham knew God's purpose
for him. He was going to be the patriarch of a great
nation. But now for that to happen, he had one son,
Isaac, and that boy needed to get married, so that he
could have children and eventually that great nation
could come about. So here's Abraham, in tune with his
mission, and he has a vision. He can shape a plan to
get Isaac a wife that will go along with God's plan.

c. Abraham established a series of goals. He sent his
servant to go find a girl from his home country. He
said, | want that girl to be one of my relatives. | want
her to be of my faith not one of these pagan Canaanite
women. She must be willing and a virgin. Do you see
all these series of goals that Abraham had for Isaac's
wife?

Now here is a classic illustration of what not to do
when you're shaping your vision and goals. "The
servant (Eleazar) asked him, 'What if the woman is
unwilling to come back with me to this land? Shall |
then take your son back to the country you came
from?"" Do you know what Eleazar did? He's
understood Abraham’s vision and the goal, but he
immediately jumped to the potential problems. He
doesn't even get started before he says, "Wait a minute,
what happens if she doesn't come back?

Never confuse the goal-setting stage with the problem-
solving stage. Don't ever mix those two. Many people
don't write down a vision because while they're writing
it down they begin thinking about all the problems that
may come up. They think of all the hurdles. | don't
have enough money. I don't have enough time. I'm not
smart enough. They talk themselves out of it. If you do
that, you're going to fail with your life.

d. Pray constantly. As soon as he gets to the place where
he wants to find that wife, Eleazar bows down and he
prays. (Genesis 24:12) While he is praying, Rebekah,
the wife to be, walks up to him. (vs. 15) He then prays
in front of the family. (vs. 52)

When you pray about your goals it does two things. a)
it reveals your desire and b) it tests your dependence. If
I'm not praying about goals in my life, I'm saying to
God, "God, I don't need your help with this." | don't
know if you've ever thought about it, but anything you
don't pray about, you’re telling God, I don't need you
for this. Your prayers indicate your dependence upon
God. Much of your prayer list should be on the goals
that lead you to your vision that fulfill your mission.
That's not all of it. You should pray for other things,
but a big chunk of your daily prayer should be about
the goals that you have written down for your life to be
what it can be.

"Then he (Eleazar) prayed, '0 Lord, God of my master
Abraham, give me success today.™ There was a time in
my life when | thought you couldn't pray for success
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because that would just be selfish. But, if your mission
is right and on target, you have every need to pray for
SuCCess.

e. Develop a step-by-step plan. We won't read it, but in
verses 10 through 14, Eleazar developed a great plan.
See once you have your goals, you've got to take a
little while and figure out now how are we going to get
those goals done? One by one, it all worked out.

f. Discipline yourself to reach the goals. Nothing is ever
accomplished without discipline. Do you know what
discipline is? Discipline is not pain. Discipline is just
delayed gratification. You give up something good
now to get something better down the road. An athlete
who goes through the discipline of training is giving up
the comfort that he would have during those practice
sessions because he believes the joy of competing and
the joy of possibly winning down the road is worth
what he’s giving up now.

Eleazar disciplined

a) His decision.
He watched closely that woman whose name
was Rebekah. He watched closely before he
decided if she was the one.

b) His appetite
When he came before her brother and her
brother wanted to eat first. Laban said, "Here sit
down and eat, and then we'll talk." Eleazar said,
"Nope, I'm not going to eat a thing. | want to
talk because I'm here for a mission.

¢) His words
He carefully chose the words that he addressed
to Laban, the man who would make the
decision

d) His time.
"Don't detain me, my master waits for me, let
me go back home." If you're going to reach any
goals in your life, it is essential that you learn to
discipline your time. Your time is your life. If
you waste your time, you're committing suicide.

Write out how you see your life three to five years from
today. That's your vision. Use the four P's — Passion,
Purpose, People, and Praise. Then craft the goals that it
will take you to reach that vision.

Some of you are going to want to jump to those problems
that you know are already facing you. Don't do that. Stay
with your mission, shape your vision and craft your goals.
While you work on those goals for your life, God is
working on you. He is changing you for the better.

Where is your life going? Is your life even headed in the
right direction? Is it going toward heaven? Is it on a road
that's paved by the blood of Jesus Christ? There is no other
way to the Father except by Him. Have you been distracted
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and need to turn to get back on the road? If you're not in
Christ, a Christian, you really are not headed where you
want to go. Today is the day to put your faith and trust in
Jesus, confess the name of Jesus, die to sin and be buried in
His blood through Immersion in water calling on Him to
forgive you of your sins. Lesson # 1300 February 16, 1997

Chapter 6

Organizing My Time

What are you trying to do with your life? What is your
mission, your vision? How do you want your life to look in
accomplishing that mission? You've got to set goals. Goals
are those steps that are going to lead you to the vision in
the accomplishment of the mission and they must be
specific and measurable.

This lesson is primarily about how to organize your day-to-
day living to accomplish those goals. How do you manage
your time? Time is your most precious asset. In fact, your
time is your life. So obviously if you're going to live the
maximum life, you've got to make maximum use of your
time.

"Be very careful, then how you live—not as unwise but as
wise... making the most of every opportunity..." (Ephesians
5:15) Do you understand what Paul is saying? "Make the
most of every opportunity because time is precious.” Time
is worth far more than your money because, unlike your
money, you can't save your time. You can't borrow it, buy
it or manufacture it. All you can do is use it. If you don't
use it, it's gone. If you don't learn to manage your time,
nothing else will be managed in your life. It's that critical.
How many of you would admit “I just don't seem to have
enough time to get everything done I want to do”? Isaw a
Calvin and Hobbs cartoon that | got a kick out of. Calvin
turned to Hobbs, and he said to him, "I know that God put
me on earth to accomplish certain things. Right now, I'm so
far behind, I'll never die." Have you ever felt like that? The
problem is not having enough time. No! To the contrary,
time in many senses is the great equalizer.

Unless the world ends today, virtually every one of us will
live all the way through today. If you live all the way
through today, it is the one thing that you have in common
with everybody else who lives through the day. You're not
of equal strength, age, money or opportunity. But there's
one thing all of us who will live through the day have in
common, each one of us will have 24 hours, 1,440 minutes,
no more, no less. The problem is not that we don't have
enough time; we all have really the same amount. The
question is: How do you use your time?

Are you disorganized? Are you mismanaging your time? A
lot of people don't know. They have plodded along, or
gone in circles for so long, they really don't realize the
goals that could be accomplished and the vision that could
be achieved if they properly managed their time. Evaluate
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your situation. Do you recognize any of the following
symptoms of time mismanagement?

1. Messiness.
Is your desk cluttered? How about the top of your
dresser in your bedroom? Some of you know exactly
what I'm talking about; they're just filled with stuff.
What about your car? Is it dirty on the inside and the
out, constantly? Do you remember the last time you
had your oil changed?

2. Forgotten appointments, messages, and deadlines.
Now quite frankly, those things occasionally happen to
the best of us. They happen to the most organized of
people. But for the disorganized, virtually every day
becomes filled with broken commitments and lame
excuses.

3. Lack of productivity.
You find yourself doing small, boring tasks, just so
you'll feel like you got something done. You can check
it off your "To Do List." There's a tendency to
daydream and to avoid making a real decision, a
tendency toward procrastination.

4. Poor or lower self-esteem.
Disorganized people tend to feel poor about their work.
They find it very hard to accept the compliments of
others because deep down they know they're really not
doing what they could do. Frankly, poor time managers
often don't like themselves very much.

5. Poor quality of personal relationships.
If you're a poor time manager, you may be finding that
days will pass without your having significant
conversation between you and your spouse or children.
When you do talk, those conversations may be shallow
and devoid of self-revelation. They may be un-
affirming. You may sense yourself becoming
increasingly irritable at home. These are a key sign of
time mismanagement.

6. Lack of intimacy with God.
Disorganized Christians want to feel close to God, but
they seldom do. A preacher doesn't need to get up and
say, "Now you need to set aside time for daily Bible
reading and personal prayer time and time of
meditation and reflection.” They know all that. They
simply are not doing it. They excuse themselves by
saying, "Well, there's just not enough time in the day."
But deep down they know it's really more a matter of
priorities, organization, and personal will.

Did three or more of those symptoms hit home with you?

How do you manage your time for the maximum life? Well

I want to share with you now the seven laws for managing

your time. Beside each of them I've given you a scriptural

example. I think every one of them is as spiritual as it can
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possibly be. If your will, if your mission is to please God,
you need to examine these seriously and apply them.

Laws of Managing Time
A. Take control of your time.

B.

The central principle of all personal time organization
is simple: Time must be budgeted. People who say,
"Well, I'll get to that when | have the time," they've
blown it right there. You never have the time, you
make the time. Take control of your time.

Look at what David said in "Teach us to number our
days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom."
(Psalm 90:12) Now that may be a little bit poetic for
you, but David is saying. if you’re going to have a
heart of wisdom, you must know where your time
goes. Better yet, you must decide where your time goes
S0 you can devote your time to the important rather
than the urgent.

One of Satan's most effective strategies for Christians
is just to keep us busy doing less important things. If
Satan can't make you bad, he'll just make you busy. In
other words, he can make your life ineffective by
distracting you with worthless activities.

A few years ago Time Magazine came out with an
issue and on the cover there was the headline "The Rat
Race, How America is Running Itself Ragged." It said
"What money was in the eighties, time is going to be in
the nineties because we're running out of time." No,
we're not running out of time, we're not scheduling our
time. We're not numbering our day’s right. Take
control of your time.

Have you ever noticed for example that we tend to give
priority to scheduled events over non-scheduled
events? Let me explain. If the only thing you've
scheduled on a Monday is a 2:00 dental appointment,
you will revolve the rest of your day around that dental
appointment. Well, | might can go here, | might can go
there, but I've got to go to that 2:00 dentist
appointment. In other words, you give priority to
scheduled events.

Rather than always letting other people determine
what's important in your life by scheduling your time,
you determine what's important. You schedule time for
the things that you value and that you want to
accomplish. That is your responsibility. Stewardship is
critical to living the Christian life. You are a steward of
your money, abilities, activities, functions and time.
Don't let people take it from you unconsciously. It's
your decision.

Start with God.

When you begin to take control of your time, you
make sure you're spending time with God. "So whether
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you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God." (1 Corinthians 10:31)

I want to share with you an amazing principle.
Whatever you turn over to God, He blesses and gives
you more of that thing. I did not make that up. It’s
from Luke 6:38, "Give and it will be given unto you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap." Whatever
you give to God, He gives more to you.

Now the first thing we think this means is money. Give
your money and He'll give it back to you; good
measure and press down. But it's true for good deeds
just as it is for money. It's true God will give you more
opportunities. Remember, Jesus also said, "If you're
faithful in little, I'll give you the opportunity to be
faithful in much." It's true for your love. Have you
found that out, yet? You give your love to God; He'll
give love to you in all kinds of ways. If you love other
people, more of it will come back to you. It's also true
for your time. If you turn it over to God, He'll give you
more time.

In the Good News Version Proverbs 10:27 states
"Reverence for God adds hours to each day." That may
be physically impossible, but it is a spiritual truth. If
you start each day with time before the Lord, it will
amaze you how much extra time you'll have for the rest
of the day. You don't have time for devotions? Get up
15 minutes earlier. Don't be like the fellow who was so

npdTumo. Agv glval oto)0G, eivan evyn. Avaivote
TO GE CLYKEKPUUEVEG AETTOUEPELEG OTIMG, «Ba
aykolalm kdbe modi TpEg POPES TV MUEPOY.
Topa vrdpyetl évog 610x0c. «Oa BaAm Kdbe modi
Hov oto kpePatt to Bpddu». Ymdpyet Evag
610Y0G. "Oa TEPGS® ad1AKOTT OAANAETIOpaOT
pe kd0e mandi tovAdyiotov 15 Aemtd v nuépa.
Yrdpyet évog o10x0c. "Oa TPOGELYOLLAL LLE TO
o018 pov Kabe pépa." Ymapyet évog otoyoc.
Avtd to Tpdypata Oo o KGvouv KaAHTEPO
nmatépa. Mmopeite va Eépete av EyeTe KAVEL LT
T TPAYHOTO 1 OYL, Elval HeETpRoLLa.

pe. Avvapevog vo, tevtwbel
Kéve pov pia yapn. Znkmoe 1o 0e&i cov yépt.
[Ipwv to BdAeig kb, propeis va to avefaocelg
7o YNAd amd ovtd; Mropeite va mite akOLo TLo
ynAd amd ovtd; BAémete to vomua avtig g
pikpng anewoviongs; [loté dev ptavelg toco ynid
0G0 pmopeic.

pt. Evkapmrog.
Eivar gvéhikta, dote av metdyete Evav 6tdyo
otV avalnInomn Tov opapaTog oag, opilete Tov
enouevo. Edv votepeite kot dev €xete amotoyEL,
€yete TANG1AG¢EL o KovTd 6To Opopd cog. ‘Etot,
TPOCAPUOLETE GLVEYMG TOVS GTOYOVG GG,
€0TIALOVTOG GE QVTHY TNV €IKOVO TTOL givor Tpia
£wg mévte ypdvia 611 {oN coC.

B povtéro

®a Kheicovue 0wTd TO PAON O delyvOVTAg Gog Eva
LOVTEAO TTOL TTPOLYUATIKA GUYKEVTPMVEL KAOE Eval Ao
avTd Kot okopn neprocdtepa. O APpadp OErel va Bpet
YOVaiKQ, Y10, TOV Y10 TOV, ToVv Icadk. XtéAvel Tov vanpét
tov Ededalap va 1o kavel. (I'éveon 24)

éva. O APpadyu giye pa amostorn. Hrov og o

busy swatting mosquitoes, he never drained the
swamp. If you want more time, you've got to start by
giving more time to the Creator of time. Let Him
multiply the time at your disposal.

C. Plan your day around your goals.

If you have a life mission to please God with goals,
then plan your day around those goals. If you do not
have a life mission, shape your vision now and
visualize how you want your life to be three to five
years from now. Remember, a good vision covers all
the facets of your life. Be sure not to omit purpose,
passion, people, and praise, otherwise you'll leave out
major parts of life. Now, set your goals to help you
accomplish your vision. Once you've written them
down, reflect on them regularly in your daily activities.
This constant follow-up is where people miss it.
Almost everybody | know has set goals at one time or
another in their lives. Most of us have made a New
Year's resolution. Haven't you? Even if you never had
a life mission, even if you never had a life vision, most
of us made a resolution. That's a form of a goal.

We set goal and “To Do List” and never even thinking
about them. That's because most of us are activity-
driven. We think of all these things we could and
should do. Then we start our day just randomly doing
those things on that "To Do List," things that we
believe are good and necessary. The problem with a

mapa&evn ydpa kot Ta&ideve g vopada yio Evay
Ady0. Ouvpdote avtov Tov Adyo; O BOedg eiye Epbet
kovtd Tov kot Tov eime: «APpadiy, B Kavo omd
€0EVO KOl TOVG OOYOVOLG GOV &va PeYaio £0vog:
aAAG TpdTO, OEA® Vo paléyelg 0,1t £XE1C Kal va
KkwnBeicn. O APpadp To éxave, €101 dev etvor; EEpeTe
ol NTOV 1) 0mooToAN Tov APpadp otn Lm1); To id1o
TPAYUO. gival Kot TO 61KO LLOV—VO, EVYOPLOTHOWM TOV
®ed. O O¢og gine, "Oo KAv® kATl pali cov, dev 0EAm
V0. TO KAV €00, ZNKMGE Kot petaxvioov." O
APBpadp gine: «®eé pov, 6,11 melg yoti {o yio va o€
EUYOPLOTHCO». AVTA €IVaL )| ATOGTOAN TOL - OEV
aAAGEL TOTE.

ot. O ABpadp giye €va dpapa. To Opapo GUUTANPOGCE

NV amocToAr] Tov. «O ABpadp NTov THOP
NAKIOUEVOG KO TPOYWPNHEVOC GTA XPOVLd, KOl O
Kvpog tov &iye evhoynoet pe kabe tpomo. Eine otov
apy100HA0 TOL GTLTIKOD TOV, TOL NTOV LILEVOHVVOC Yia,
ola O6ca glye: «®Ehm va opkioteig otov Kvpro. , o
®edg Tov oLVPAVOL Kot 0 Bedg TG YNG, OTL dev Oa
TAPELS YOVOIKA Y10 TOV Y10 LoV OmO TIG KOPES TV




"To Do List" is that the things on that list vary widely
in value. If you're just going to start doing things on
your list, you may leave out the most valuable things.
If you just live by your "To Do List," you're not
purpose-driven, but activity-driven. Don't think it's
time management just because you have a list. You
must establish priorities.

Your "To Do List" should reflect your goals you have
written down. Your "To Do List" should reflect the
really important things you want to see done in your
life. Each day when you shape a "To Do List," try to
move toward the accomplishment of at least one goal
in each of the four major areas of your life. Move
toward the accomplishment of your passion, purpose,
people or praise goals.

There are all kinds of books out there on goal setting,
but they don't tell you the most important thing. They
tell you how to make a billion dollars. But none ever
mention that one day you will stand before God in the
Judgment. God is going to call that billionaire a failure
if he didn't construct his life around the goals of doing
what is pleasing to God.

Paul said "Do you not know that in a race all the
runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a
way as to get the prize." (1 Corinthians 9:24) When
you have a race; a sprint, a mile or a marathon, you've
got to go in the direction of the finish line. "Therefore |
do not run like a man running aimlessly..." (vs. 26)
Can you picture a hundred yard sprint and some guy
takes off in another direction? How ridiculous that is!
But that's what so many people do with their lives.
Your challenge will not be separating the good from
the bad; your challenge will be grabbing the best from
all possible good. Therefore, plan your day around
your goals.

D. Focus on the important over the urgent.

Most people organize their lives around two things: the
urgent and the unfinished. We wake up in the morning
and we think: What's urgent today? What fire do | need
to go stomp out? Remember that which cries the
loudest is seldom the most important. You need to
prioritize what's really important.

E. Spend time on your strengths.

We've discussed living the maximum life by doing less
of what you're not shaped to do and doing more of
what you are shaped to do. Do less of what God isn't
expecting you to do, and do more of what you are
created to do. One of the sad realities about un-seized
time is that it tends to flow in the direction of our
weaknesses. We tend to spend more time doing things
of what we're not very good at. But with proper
planning, we'll spend more time on doing those things
than what we do very well.

Xoavavaimnv, petagd tov omoiov (o, aAld Bo Tag ot
YOPO OV KOl GTOVE OKOVG LoV GLYYEVELG Kot Ba
mhpelg yovaika yio péva yrog leadio». (I'éveon 24:1-
4)
B\éneic 1o dpapa; O APpadp yvopile tov oKomd Tov
®eov YU avtdv. Oa yvotav o TaTPLlpyng VOGS
peydiov £Bvoug. AAG Tdpa Yia va GUpPEL auTo, glye
évav y1o, Tov loadx, Kot avtd To ayoptl Enpene va
TOVTPEVTEL, MOTE VO LTOPEGEL VAL KAVEL TOOLA Kot
TEAKA va Onpovpyndei avtod to peydio Bvog. Na
Aomdv o APpadip, o€ appovia e TNV OTOGTOAN TOL,
Kat €£xet éva opope. Mmopel va Stopopedacet éva
oY£010 Y1 Vo amoktioel Tov loadk o ovluyo mov
Ba cupPadilel pe 1o oy€do Tov Bgo.

vto. O ABpadp é0ece a celpd and otdyovs. 'Eotethe
TOV LANPETN TOL Vo ThEL Vo, Bpel pio KOTEAN 0md TNV
matpida tov. Eine, 06Aw avtod to kopitol va givar
€vag amd Tovg cLYYEVEIS Lov. BEA® va etvarl TNG
TOTNG LoV Kot Oyt L1 0O AVTES TIG ELOMAOAATPES
Xovaaviteg. [Tpémel va etvon TpdOoun ko mopbéva.
BAémeig Oheg autég TIg GEPEG OTOYXMV OV ElYE O
ABpadp yia m yovaika tov loadxk;
Topa €0 eivor pio KAOGIKN ATEKOVICT] TOV TL OEV
TPENEL VO, KAVETE OTOV SLOUOPPAOVETE TO OPOLLLOL KO
ToVG 6T0Y0VG 6ag. "O vanpétng (Eredlop) Tov
potnoe: "Ku av 1 yovaika dgv BEAeL Vo emoTPEYEL
pali pov o€ avtn ™ y1; Oa Tépw TOTE TOV Y10 GOV
miow oTn YOpa amd Vv onoia Npbeg;"" Eépeig T
éxave o EAealap; KatdiaPe to dOpapa kot Tov 6100
Tov ABpadu, aAdd apécmg Tonée ota mhava
mpofAnuata. Agv Eekva kav pv et «llepipeve
Alyo, T1 Ba yivel av dev emoTpéyet,
Mnyv ouyyéete moté T0 6TAd10 TOV Kabopiouon
GTOY®V UE TO OTAJLO TNG EMAVGONG
TpoPAnuatov.Mnv avakatedeTe TOTE AVTA TO V0.
[ToAroi avBpwmot dev ypdpovv éva dpapio yioti eV
TO YpApovv apyilovy va oKé@ToVTaL OA TO,
TPOPANUATA TOV UTOPEL VO TPOKHYOLV. TKEPTOVTOL
O\a ToL epmddLa. Agv Exm apkeTd xpnpata. Agv Exo
apkeTod ¥povo. Aev gipar apketd éEvmvog. Mildve
€€ amd avtod. Av to Kdvels avtd, o amothyelg e ™
Con cov.

pe. [Ipocevyeote cuveymds. MOAC pTaoEL 6TO UEPOG OTOL
0éler va Ppet exeivn ™ yovaika, o EAedlap
vrokAivetan kot Tpooevyetat. (I'éveon 24:12) Eva
nwpooevyetal, 1 Peféxka, n pelhoviikn ovlvyoc, Tov
mAncldlel. (€vavtt 15) Xt cuvéyela mpocevyeTaL
UTPOGTE GTOOKOYEVELD. (EvovTl 52)
Otov Tpocebyeoal Yo TOVG GTOYOVG GOV KAVEL VO
TPAYUOTO. O) TOKOADTTEL TV emtBupia oag Kot B)
dokpalel mv e€aptnon cog. Av 6gv TPOGELYOUOL
YL 6TOY0LG 6T (N Hov, Aé® oTov Bd, «Beé pov,
dev yperdlopon T Pondeld cov ce avtdN. Agv EEpm
av To £xelg oKePTEl TOTE, OAAG Y10, 0TIONTTOTE OEV
TPoceDYESUL, AEG 6TOV B€d, dev o€ yperalopon yu
avtd. O1 Ipocevyés aag deiyvouv v eEAPTNoT Gag




Don't misunderstand. We need to budget some time to
improve our weaknesses and to develop skills. But that
should not be most of our time. "For we are God's
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do."”
(Ephesians 2:10) | want to find my shape and spend as
much of my time doing that which | know God wants
me to do because he's given me strength to tackle those
tasks.

F. Budget time in advance.

G.

Solomon said "The plans of the diligent lead to profit
as surely as haste leads to poverty." (Proverbs 21:5)
There's a financial implication in that proverb, but look
at it, he says, if you plan ahead, it will profit your
whole life. If you do everything in haste, you're going
to have problems. I have learned the hard way that the
principle elements of my time need to be on the
calendar eight weeks in advance of the date.
Do you know the type of things that need to be
budgeted in advance?

a. Spiritual disciplines.

b. Time with spouse

c. Time for my children and their activities

d. Friendships

e. Rest and recreation
This may be the most critical of the seven laws because
budgeting time in advance allows me to take control of
my time, it allows me to allocate time with God, it
allows me to focus on my goals and it allows me to
deal with the important over the urgent if I do it ahead
of time. The plans of the diligent lead to profit, but
haste will cause poverty.

Busier is not better.

There is a example found in Exodus 18. When Moses'
father-in-law, Jethro, came to see Moses, the leader of
the Children of Israel, Moses was judging two to three
million Israelites from sun-up to sundown. Don't you
know Moses was glazed over by the end of the day?
Jethro said, "You're killing yourself, and you're
wasting their time, too." Jethro then taught Moses how
to break it down into different divisions.

Are you too busy doing good things to be effective?
Are you spending your time as God would have you
spend it? Are you like a hamster on his little wheel?

| found a little parody of the 23rd Psalm which may
help you remember to be effective not just busy. It
goes like this:

The clock is my dictator, | shall not rest.

It makes me lie down only when exhausted.

It leads me to deep depression, it hounds my soul.
It leads me in circles of frenzy for activity's sake.

Even though I run frantically from task to task,

amd Tov Ogd. Meyddo pépog g Motog Tposevyng
G0¢ TPEMEL Vo, fPIoKETAL GTOVE GTOYOVG TOV GOG
001YOUV GTO OPAE GG TOV EKTATPDVOLV TNV
amocTOA cag. Agv givarl 6o avtd. O Tpémet va
TPOGEVYESTE Y10, AGAAQ TPAYLATO, QALG EVOl LEYOAO
KOUMATL TNG KaBnpepvig cog Tpooevyng Oa mpénet
VoL 0POPA TOLG GTOYOVS TOL EXETE YPAYEL Y1 VOl Eivan
N Lon cog avtd Tov pmopet va iva.

«Tote (0 EAealap) mpooevynonie, «0 Kopie, Oeg tov
Kupiov pov APpadp, ddce pov emttuyio GUEPA.»
Ympée wa otrypn ot {on pov mov wicteva o1t dgv
UTOPOVGEC VO TPoceLYNOelg yia emttuyia yloTi ovTd
Ba NTov amAmg eymIoTIKO. AAAG, €6V 1 ATOGTOAY| GOG
glval 6OOTY Kot 6ToYELUEVN, ExETE KABE avdykm va
mpocevyndeite ylo emiTuyia.

p. Avortoére éva oyédio Pripa mpog Prpa.Agv Ba to
dwpdacovpe, aAAd otovg atiyovg 10 émg 14, 0
EXedlop avémtuée éva vépoyo oyxédio. BAémete Otav
€YETE TOLG GTOYOVG GOGC, TPETEL VO APIEPDCETE AlyO
xPOVO KoL vo KataAdPete Tdpa g Oo meThyov e
aVTOVG TOVE 6TOYOoVG; 'Eva éva, 6Aa Aettovpyncav.

0a. IeBapynote ToV EQVTO GOG Y10 VO TETOYETE TOVG
otoyovc. Timoto dev emttvyydvetal TOTé YwPIg
neapyia. Eépeic Tt elvan mebapyio; H me@opyio dev
elvan mévog. H meBapyia eivon amidg n
kaBvotepnuévn wavomoinon. Eykataieinelg kdtt
KOAO TOPA Y100 VO TAPELS KATL KOADTEPO GTO SPOLLO.
"Evag afAntg mov mepvdetl omd v meBopyio g
TPOTOVNONG EYKATAAEITEL TNV dveon mov Oa elye
KOTE TN S1APKELN AVTOV TMV TPOTOVIGEMV ETELON
MGTEVEL OTL M YOPE TOV AVTOYOVIGLOV KOl 1) XOPpA TNG
mOovng vikng 6to dpopo a&ilel avtd Tov
EYKOTAAEITEL TMOPO.

O Eledlop meBapympévog

e) H andgact tov.
[MopakoArovONGe TPOGEKTIKA EKEIVT TN
yovaike mov Aeydtav Peféxia.
[MopakorovOnce TPOGEKTIKA TPV ATOPACICEL
oV NTOV oTH.

f) H 6pe€n tov
Orav 1pbe urpootd 0 0dePPOC TNG Kol O
adepPOC ™G Nbeke va paet Tpota. O AdBav
gine: «Kdtoe edmd vo pog Kot petd Oa
piAnoovue». O Eiedlap eime, "Oyt, dev
TPOKEITUL VoL PA® TimoTo. OEA® va pidcovpe
yiotl €ipon €3G Yo (0L ATTOGTOAN).

g) Toa Aoywo tov
AvdleEe TpooekTikd o Adyla Tov amnnvbuve
otov AdPav, tov dvBpwmo mov Oa Emapve v
amdPao

h) H dpa tov.
«Mn| pe kpatds, pe mepUEvel 0 KOpLdg Hov,
doe pe vo yopioo onity. Edv mpdretton vo




I will never get it all done. For my ideal is with
me.

Deadlines and my needs for approval, they drive
me.

They demand performance from me beyond the
limits of my schedule.

They anoint my head with migraines. My in-basket
overflows.

Surely fatigue and time pressure shall follow me all
the days of my life; And I will dwell in the bonds
of frustration, forever.
What's sad is more people live by that 23rd Psalm than
the real one. They might not admit it, but they do.

Are you tired of just trying to keep up? Are you tired
of being activity driven? I've got great news Jesus
Christ offers you an alternative. Remember when He
said in Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden” heavy laden, by the way, just
means stressed out. “All you who are weary and heavy
laden and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn from me; for | am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.” (RSV) I don't know
what you think that means, but it's a promise from our
Lord. He says, you come to me, get your will in sync
with my will, your life set by my purpose and it will
quit being real hard. In fact, I'll make sure that it's the
most productive and effortless life that you'd ever live.
People, we’ve have just enough time in this old world
to do God's will. If we try to do more, then there won't
be enough time. Stop living by a "To Do List" and start
living by goals based upon your life’s mission to do
God’s will. Schedule those activities to lead you to
those goals. That's not just some kind of business
mumbo jumbo, that is exactly what our Lord did. He
didn't let everybody else tell him what to do. He knew
exactly what he wanted to accomplish. He got up early
in the morning and went to a far place to pray. | think
that's telling us He did that every day. He started with
God and then He planned everything around His life
mission and the goals to getting there. It's a spiritual
activity not some management activity. As God's
steward, He compels you to do it.
But going back to Matthew 11:28-30 “Then Jesus said,
‘Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you.
Let me teach you, because | am humble and gentle, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke fits
perfectly, and the burden I give you is light.”” (NLT) It will
only happen if you're in Jesus. He is the power for life
management no place else. If you are not in Christ today
you need to come to Him, put your trust in Him and obey
His gospel. Lesson # 1301 January 19, 1997

EMTVYETE KATOLOVG GTOYOVE 6T (™1 GO,
glval onpavtikd vo pddete va mebapyeite tov
xpovo cag. O xpovog cag etvon ) {on cag. Av
onataAdg ToV YpOVO GOV, AVTOKTOVEIC.

I'payte g PAénete T (N oag o Tpia pe TEVTE YpoVIa
amd onpepa. Avtod givor 1o dpapd cov. XpnGYoromote
ta téocepa P — I1d0oc, xondg, AvBpwmor kot Ematvoc.
211 GLVEYELD, OMULOVPYNGTE TOLG GTOYOVE TOL Ba GG
YPEWCTOVV Y10l VO, PTAGETE GE AVTO TO OPALLAL.

Mepwoi and eodc Ba Bélete va mdnéete o€ avtd To
wpoPAnpata wov yvopilete 6Tt avriuetonilete 16N, Mnv
70 KAvels avtd. Meivete 6TV 0m0GTOAN GOg,
Slopope®GTE TO Opapd GOG Kot SNULOVPYNOTE TOVGS
o1oy0v¢ 0aG. Evd epydleote o autovg TOUG GTOYOVG Yo
) (oM cag, 0 Ogdg epyaletan Tavo cag. Xe aAlalel Tpog
TO KOADTEPO.

[Tov¥ mael n {o1 cov; Badilel n {on cov 6t 6m©6T
katevOvvon; [Inyaivel Tpog tov mapddelso; Eivol og évav
dpdo mov gival oTPWUEVOS Ao To aipa Tov Incov
Xpiotob; Aev vapyet dAlog dpopog mpog tov Hatépa
€KTOG amd Avtov. Eyxete anoonactel Ko mpémet va
oTplyETE Y10 VO EMGTPEYETE GTO OPOUO; AV dev gloat v
Xplotd, XproTiovog, Tpayprotikd dev KatevBoveoal ekel
7ov B€AeLg va Tag. XMUePQ Etvar 1) LEPA TOL TPETEL VAL
gumotevteite Tov Incov, va opoloyNGETE TO GVOULN TOL
Incov, va nebdvete oy apaptio Kol va Tapeite 610
aipa Tov péow g BOBong oto vepod, kakovtog Tov va
GOG GLYYWPNOEL Y10 TIG OUOPTIEG GOG.Mabnua # 1300 16
DeBpovapiov 1997

Kepdiowo 6

Opyavwan tou xpovou [ou

T mpoonabeic va kavelg pe ™ {on cov; Iow etvar n
ATOGTOAN GOG, TO Opapd oag; [1og 0élete va eivan ) {om
GOG Y0 TV EKTANPMOT 0VTAG TG amocToANG; [Ipémet va
Bakreig otoyove. Ot otdyoL elvon exetva ta Pripata wov o
G0G 001 YNCOVY GTO OPOLLE. Y10l TV OAOKANP®GCT TNG
QTOGTOANG KO TPETEL VOL EIVOIL GUYKEKPLUEVOL KO
LLETPNOLLLOL.

AvT106 10 PadN U apopd Kupimg TMG VoL OPYUVAOCETE TNV
KON UEPIVOTNTA GOG Y10 VO ETLTVYETE AVTOVG TOVG
otoyovc. [log dwyepileote Tov ypdvo cag; O ypdvog
€lval 1o T1o TOAVTIUO TEPLOVGLOKS GaG GTOLYED. XTNV
mpaypatikdTnTo, 0 ¥pdvoc cog givor 1 (o1 Gog.
[Ipopavdg Aowmdv, eqv Tpokettal va (Roete ) UEYIoT
Lo, Tpémel va 0E10MOMGETE 6TO PEYIGTO TOV XPOVO GOG.
«Na glote mOAD TPoceKTIKOl, AooV, TG (elte—OoYL G
4ooPot, OAAG G GOEOL... AELOTOLMVTOG GTO £TAKPO KAOE
gvkarpia...» (Epeciovg 5:15) KataraPaivere L Aéetl o
[avrog; «A&lonomote oto £makpo kdbe gukapio yioti o
xPpOVoG eivar ToAvTIHOGY. O ¥pdvog a&ilel moA
TEPLOCOTEPO OO TO, XPNUATE GOC YoTi, o€ avtibeomn pe
T YPNUOTA GOG, OEV UTOPEITE VO, EE0IKOVOUNGETE YPOVO.




Chapter 7

Right Relationships

"The quality of your life will be in direct proportion to the
quality of your relationships.” Now mark that well, "The
quality of your life will be in direct proportion with the
quality of your relationships.” Therefore, you must choose
and develop relationships that support your life mission, or
you'll never live that maximum life.

You need models to motivate you.

Modeling is the best way to learn. Whether you are
learning how to tie your shoes, drive a car, or operate a
personal computer. We learn faster and better through
examples. Don't just tell me how to do it also show me
how. Whatever the learning objective, you learn faster and
easier and with fewer mistakes as long as you have a
proper model.

Now in the same way, the quickest way to achieve your
goals in life is to find somebody who is already doing with
their life what you want to do and copy it—that's the key.
You find somebody who is already where you want to be
spiritually, intellectually, financially and relationally; look
at what he is doing and model after it.

This is very biblical. The apostle Paul recognized his role
as a life model when he said "Join with others in following
my example, brothers, and take note of those who live
according to the pattern that we gave you." (Philippians
3:17) He said, "Follow my example, and follow the pattern
I've set forth." The process works this way, as you follow a
model; you in turn become a model. “You became
imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering,
you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy
Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in
Macedonia and Achaia.” (1 Thessalonians 1:6-7)

Jesus openly claimed to be a model. John 13, after He had
washed the disciples’ feet giving them that example of
humility and service, He said in verse 15, "'l have set you
an example that you should do as | have done for you."" It
is human nature to imitate. When you were an infant the
way you learned to do anything was by copying what you
saw done. Now the problem with that is as a child you
don't get to choose your models. You just model after those
who are closest to you. Therefore, as a child, if you were
around somebody who was a successful person, you likely
developed into a high achiever. If you on the other hand
were around a negative example, you probably developed a
negative attitude. If you saw anger modeled in your home,
don't be surprised if you've got a bad temper. Some of us
grew up under very positive models and others under
negative, but most of us probably with a mix.
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Fortunately, as an adult, we can choose our models.
Therefore, as an adult, no matter what your past was, you
can re-pattern and re-program your mind. Choose models
that will take your life where you want it to be. | don't
know what kind of student you are of history, but every
great leader in the history of the world has patterned after a
model. General George Patton, World War Il hero, was a
very, very stringent disciple of Alexander the Great. Martin
Luther King's model for non-violent protest was Gandhi.
Gandhi, while not a Christian, said he modeled his lifestyle
after Jesus Christ.

Models are the fastest way to move forward in your life
mission. Find somebody who is already where you want to
be and follow that example. The beauty about models is
that they motivate us. Because as they break through
barriers and make accomplishments, we know we can, too.
I love the story about Roger Bannister. For years and
decades, physiologists, doctors, scientists thought that the
human being never could break the four-minute mile. In
fact one doctor wrote a big piece in the American Medical
Association Journal. He said, "Do you realize that your
heart would explode and your lungs would collapse if a
human being ever would approach that four-minute
barrier?" Then a fellow by the name of Roger Bannister did
it. After he ran the four-minute mile, within 15 months, so
did 32 other people. Do you see what a model can do for
you?

Who are your models? Who are the people that you
respect, living or dead, spiritually, intellectually and
relationally? Who are you modeling your life after? If you
don't have anybody like that, you're losing out. You're
going through life wasting time and energy, trying to learn
lessons that you don't have to learn firsthand; you can
better learn them through the experience of someone else.
You need models to motivate you.

You need mentors to mold you.

A mentor is a counselor, personal coach or trainer; Unlike
a model, whom you may or may not know personally. In
fact, a model may have lived generations before your
lifetime but a mentor, on the other hand, knows you very
well and cares about you very much. A mentor is
committed to your growth, to your goals, and to your soul.
Mentors are extremely involved in your life. In fact, they
are the people God uses in your life to bring out the best in
you.

The need for mentors is found throughout Scripture. Look
at Proverbs 15:22, Solomon said, "Plans fail for lack of
counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.” In my
Bible, I've circled those two words, counsel and adviser.
No matter how successful you become, you always need a
coach.

Look on television this afternoon and watch Michael
Jordan. Michael Jordan has a coach. Steffi Graf has a
coach. Pat Roddy has a coach. The actor Tom Hanks has a
coach; there's a director coaching his every move. That's
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one of the reasons those people are professionals. If you
find successful people who are really sharpening their
skills, you can be assured they have a mentor.

"Listen to advice and accept instruction, and in the end you
will be wise." (Proverbs 19:20) As I was thinking about
this point this week, I counted it up and I have had in my
lifetime six different mentors—ypeople who have cared
enough about me and have given me enough of their time
to mold my life. I am going through a life transition right
now, | am frankly looking for a couple more. I've never
been smart enough on my own to do any job I've ever had
in my life and | will never be. But mentors have taken my
life and molded it. They've guided it through the choppy
waters to successful conclusions.

Folks, there are people all around you who could be your
mentors and you need to find them if you don't have them.
They don't have to be smarter than you in every area. They
just have to be good at what you want to be good at. See
the fact of the matter is, we're all ignorant, just on different
subjects, right? But there are people out there who could
guide you to your goals. There are several ways to benefit.
How you benefit from a mentor.

1. Ask questions.

Don't be afraid to ask a question. You know the older we
get, the more we act like we don't need to know anything.
Isn't that foolish?

"The purposes of a man's heart are deep waters, but a man
of understanding draws them out." (Proverbs 20:5) If
you're going to be a man or woman of understanding, you
better learn how to get that bucket down in the deep waters
of a wise man's life and pull out that water. The way to do
this is by asking questions.

| don't know about you, but | have a relatively standard list
of questions that I'm ready to ask at the drop of a hat when
I'm around wise people who can mentor me. When I'm
around people who know something | don't know, who've
experienced something | haven't experienced, who can help
mold me, | have questions like these:
a) “Tell me about the greatest decisions you've ever
made.
b) Tell me about the greatest successes in your life and
what you learned from them.
c) Tell me about the greatest failure in your life and what
you learned from it.
d) How do you manage your time?
e) How do you handle stress?
f) What are the books that you've read that have made the
greatest difference in your life?”

Mark this well: The true mark of wisdom is the ability to
draw good counsel out of other people. When you can do
that, it will help you live the maximum life.

| read a true story about a fellow who is now preaching, but
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when he was an intern for a preacher, he was there for an
entire year. And he said, "You know the whole time | was
there, the guy got up and preached and he never preached a
dud. Every sermon wasn't just a hit, it was a home run; he
just knocked it out of the park. So | went in there to
interview him and said, 'I've been with you a year, and
you've never messed up, you've never flopped, | want to
know your secret." The preacher said, 'l don't have any
secrets.' The intern insisted 'No, no, don't give me that.
There is something different about you than other people
who have preached, | want to know what it is.' He said,
"Really, really, | do what other preachers do.' And the
intern asked, 'No, you tell me, is there anything in your
life?' The preacher said, 'Thirty years ago when | went into
the pulpit, I made a covenant with God. | told Him if He
would bless what I do, that | would read the New
Testament each week.' He said, 'In 30 years, I've never
missed a week in that commitment." Wouldn't you hate to
have left without that deep water of wisdom—staying in
the Word?

2. Accept suggestions or accept feedback.

"Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the
discerning get guidance—" (Proverbs 1:5) Sometimes
when you listen, you're going to have to listen to criticism.
That's okay as long as it's from a good source one who
loves you and who's wise. Consider Proverbs 25:12, "Like
an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise
man's rebuke to a listening ear."

Folks, when you're in the presence of someone who is
knowledgeable, someone you trust and someone who loves
you, listen to them. Whether they encourage you or
whether they correct you, the feedback is essential to the
maximum life. | don't know how many of you are into
rocket guidance; probably not all that many, but when
NASA launches a rocket to go up to the moon or Mars or
whatever, do you know how they do that? It's not that easy
to do because the earth is constantly moving, the moon is
constantly moving around the earth, both those bodies are
moving around the sun and our whole solar system is
moving through space. How do you keep that rocket on
track? They don't just program in the direction and say,
"All right, it's on its own." There is a computer on that
rocket that every millisecond is feeding back data to the
home computer which is constantly sending back to correct
the course. There is a constant feedback to keep that rocket
on course. That's the way it is in life and that's why we
need mentors.

Now whenever | say that to an older Christian, his first
reaction is, "Well, I've made so many mistakes in my
life, | couldn't be a mentor." You don't have to be
perfect to be a mentor; you just need to be just one step
ahead. We need models to motivate us and mentors to
mold us.
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3. Partners to propel you.

People who are committed to the same life mission that
you have motivate and spur you toward your common
goals. Jesus had 12 of them didn't he? If you read the New
Testament, Paul had nine. Everybody needs a partner.

Very few people ever stop and ask: “What am I going to do
with my life?” If you've been serious about this study, if
you've taken notes, if you have developed a life mission
and a life vision and if you've got concrete goals to take
you to that maximum life you are among less than one
percent of the people in this nation. That means you are
going to have to actively seek out other people who want to
grow with you because frankly, you're in a class by
yourself. You need to find people who will want to help
you grow.

Solomon said, "Two are better than one for they have a
good return for their work." (Ecclesiastes 4:9) We all need
partners. Benjamin Franklin had a support group that he
called, "My Most Ingenious Friends." That group would
get together, write papers, discuss them, ask questions and
help each other. They met every Friday night for 40 years.
Do you wonder why Franklin was creative and ingenious
through his late eighties? Do you wonder why his very best
inventions occurred after he was 70 years old? I'll tell you
why, because he had partners who propelled him. Do you?

Thomas Edison had a group he called his "Mastermind
Alliance." In a six-year period that group came up with 300
different patented inventions. You say, “I'm not an
intellect." I'm no Edison, I'm no Franklin, and I don’t need
a ‘Mastermind Alliance.”” If you're a Christian, you need
partners to help pull you hand in hand on your mission to
heaven. God designed his church in part to edify.

"So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others." (Romans 12:5) But look
at this, using the metaphor of the human body, Paul in
essence said, "Christians, you are partners in this journey
called Life and you are relating to one another like the
heart relates to the lungs, or the arm to the hand, or the
neck to the head. You must have each other to lean on and
draw strength from."

We're like a mountain-climbing team going up Mount
Everest. They're tied together by those ropes. They're tied
for their safety and strength. They're all working with one
another to help the team reach the top of the peak.
Christians are pulling each other up. We're relying on each
other's strengths. Frankly, if one of us falls, then we're all
in danger of falling. We are that interconnected. So if
you've got a life mission and, your life is going
somewhere, it really does matter who you're tied to.

"Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what
fellowship can light have with darkness?" (2 Corinthians
6:14) If you have a life mission and you're in partnership
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with somebody who doesn't accept it, but opposes it, at
very best they will resent it, at worst they will sabotage it.
You’d better choose your life partners carefully. I'm
talking about your business partners. But more importantly,
I'm talking about your marriage partners. You need a
partner who will propel you.

4. Need friends who will feel for you.

You need some friends who will support you. "A friend
loves at all times..." (Proverbs 17:17a) A true friend is
someone who walks in while everybody else is walking
out. When other people see through you, a friend sees you
through. When you make a mistake and everybody else
wants to rub it in, a friend rubs it out. They're consistent,
they hang in there with you, and they support you
emotionally, physically and spiritually. They encourage
you. They do what the Hebrew writer said in chapter
10:24, "And let us consider how we may spur one another
on toward love and good deeds."

Friends are a key to a maximum life because you will
never rise above the level of your closest friends. Mark that
well. It's really much like what | was just talking about
with partners. You never rise above the level of your
closest friends. It's true. Birds of a feather do flock
together. So, if you want to soar with eagles, you can't run
with the turkeys.

"Do not be misled: 'Bad company corrupts good
character." (1 Corinthians 15:33) | want to be very frank
with you about some relationships here, very frank. If
you're serious about living the maximum life and being all
God meant you to be, you may have to break off some
friendships that you have right now. That's the truth. Bad
company does corrupt good character. One of the reasons
that some of you have stalled on your life mission or gone
full steam ahead with God is because you're afraid of what
that will do in a relationship. You're afraid you will be
rejected. You're afraid they will disapprove. You're afraid
you will be ridiculed or whatever. Do you want to waste
your time, waste your life, simply seeking to be popular?
Simply stated, the bottom line is: “Do I care more about
God's approval or someone else's?” If you're honest with
yourself and your answer is: | really do care about
someone else's approval more, the Bible calls that idolatry.
That is simply putting someone else in God's place. We've
got another word for it today, today we call it co-
dependency. Co-dependency is letting someone else set the
goals, the purposes and the ambitions of your life. You can
call it whatever you want, the bottom line is it's wrong. It's
wrong and it blows the maximum life out of the water.
Some of you may need to ask some tough questions about
some of your closest relationships. You may need to ask:
“Are they helping or hindering my life mission?”” “Are they
bringing out what God wants in me?”” “Are they drawing
me closer to God, or are they drawing me farther away
from Him?” When you get to the last question and if you
find they're drawing you farther away from God, that
person is no friend. | don't care how long you've known
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them. They are no friend. Then how does one get the right
kind of friends?" In a nutshell, I think it's to be the right
kind of friend. You attract what you are, you reap what you
sow. What you give as a friend to others is usually what
you get. If you want time invested in you, you'll have to do
the same, but you need friends, you need godly friends, or
your life won't be what it can be.

5. You need a Savior to save you.
Jesus said "'For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through Him." (John 3:17) This old illustration
explains it succinctly.

If our greatest need had been an educator,
God would have sent us a teacher.
If our greatest need had been a new philosophy,
God would have sent a philosopher.
If it had been money,
God would have sent an economist.
If our greatest need had been in entertainment,
God would have sent a comedian.
But our greatest need was forgiveness,
So God sent us a Savior.
Relationships are extremely important. You need models,
mentors, partners, friends and brothers and sisters in the
Lord. But those really aren't worth anything if they're not
built on the foundation of the relationship that you have
personally with Jesus Christ.
"You see, at just the right time, while we were still sinners,
Christ died for the ungodly." (Romans 5:6-8) Later in that
same facet, he said "He did that so we could have
friendship with God." One of the most mind-boggling
concepts in all the universe is that God, the Creator of
everything wants to be my friend. He wants to put His arm
around me and you and say, "I love you just like your
closest friend. No, | love you more than your closest
friend." That's possible through the love that Jesus
demonstrated.
Examine all your relationships. Start with your relationship
with Jesus Christ put your faith and trust in Him through
obedience to His Word. Lesson # 1302, March 2, 1997

Chapter 8

The Art of Finishing

This is the final lesson in "The Maximum Life - Living
With Power and With Purpose™ Series. If you have
examined your mission in life, shaped a vision, set goals
and secured right relationships, you need to follow through
to the end.

How do you finish the race? Scripture several times
compares life to a race. Paul says in Acts 20:24, "...if only |

NUEPOAGYL0 OKTD EROOUASEC TPV OO TV
nuepounvia.

I'vopilete t0 €100¢ TV TPAYUATMOV TOV TPETEL VO,
TPOVTOAOYIGTOVV EK TMOV TPOTEPMV;

f. [Mvevpotikég meBapyies.

g. Xpoévog pe tn ovluyo

h. Qpa vy To 7O MOV KO TIC
SpaoTNPLOTNTES TOVG

i Dihiec

J. EEKOVPOGT] KO oVOy LYY

Av10g pumopel va glvar o mo Kpicog and Tovg entd
VOLOLG, EMELON O XPOVOS TPOVTOAOYIGHOV EK TOV
TPOTEPMV OV EMITPETEL VO AVOAAUPAVED TOV EAEYYO
TOV XPOVOL OV, OV EMITPETEL VO APIEPDV® YPOVO
61OV B0, LoV EMTPEMEL VO EGTIAGM GTOVG GTOYOVG
LLOV KOl LLOV ETMITPENEL VO AOYOAOVLOL LLE TOL
ONUOVTIKA TEV® 0md TO EMEIYOV AV TO KAV®D
vopitepa. Ta oyédia v empueAdv 0dnyodv 6To
K€PO0G, aALA 1 Pracvvn Ba Tpokarécel pTdyEL.

O G. Busier dev givat kaAdtepog.
Yrdpyel éva mopadetypa mov Ppicketar oty 'EEodo
18. Otav o mebepdg Tov Mwveon, o 1o86p, pbe va det
Tov Mwvon, Tov apynyo tov [adidv tov Iepanh, o
Mamvo|g £kptve 600 £G Tpio EKATOUPDPLOL
Iopoaniitec amd v avatodn Tov NAiov puéypt tn dvon
Tov nAiov. Agv E€pete 611 0 MmLGOTG iy YvoAioet
péxpt To TéA0G TN nuépac; O Jethro eine:
«ZKOTOVETE TOV ENVTO GOG KO YAVETE TOV POVO TOLG
emionoy. X cvvéyela o Jethro 4idace otov Mmvon
TAHG VOL TO YOPICEL GE OLOPOPETIKA TN LALTA.

Eiote moAd amacyoinpévol kdvovtog KaAd TpdyoTo
Yo VoL €I0TE AMOTEAEGLOTIKOL; E00EVETE TOV YPOVO
oag 0nmg Ba nlere 0 Oedg va Tov Eodéyete; Eioo
oav &va YALoTEP GTOV TPOYXO TOV;

Bpnka pa pikpn topmdic tov 2300 Yoaipod mov
umopei va cog Pondnoet va Bupdote va giote
ATOTELEGLLATIKOL Kol Oyl amAmg amacyoinuévorl. TTaet
KATOG £T0L
To poldt givan 0 diktdTopag pov, dev Ba
Novydow.
Me kdvet vo, Eamhdve povo otav gipon
eEavtinpuévoc.

Me odnyei og Pabid kaTabiym, Kovnydet v
Yoy pov.

Me odnyei o KOKAOVEC PPEVITIONG Y10 YAPN TNG
dpacTNPLOTNTOG.

[Mapodro mov Tpéxm povimdmg and epyacio oe
gpyacia,

Agv 00, ta, kdvo moté Olo. Tati o Wavikd pov
gtvon pali pov.

Ot tpobeopieg Ko o1 avAayKeg OV Yo EYKPLOT|, UE
001youv.




may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus
has given me." In 2 Timothy 4 Paul wrote "I have finished
the race, | have kept the faith." Notice the metaphor, not
just of running the race, both times Paul talked about
finishing the race. Life is a marathon not a sprint.

If you've ever watched a marathon, in its beginning there's
this huge crowd all clumped together. As the race
progresses, the crowd thins out. Some finish well, others
not so well, and some don't finish at all. That's really pretty
typical of life. It's not how you start in life that really
matters, it's how you finish. What has happened to you in
your life up unto this point is not nearly as crucial as what
you do with your life from this point forward. It's how you
finish that's important. If through this series or other
experiences or teachings you get on track to live the
maximum life, then let me encourage you to live it until
you die. Finish it and claim the prize.

"Run in such a way as to get the prize." (1 Corinthians
9:24) You don't just run. You don't just run aimlessly, you
don't run in mediocrity, if you're going to run, then run in
such a way as to get the prize. As we conclude this series |
hope the acrostic FINISH will help you keep that course all
the way to the finish line.

Focus

If you prepared a vision statement for your life, if you
prepared goals to accomplish that vision, keep those things
in front of you. That's why I stress writing them down. In
your life you need to regularly sit down and review your
values, your visions and your goals then evaluate “how am
I doing”. Zig Ziglar said, "We all need to regularly do a
check-up from the neck up." Plato said, "The unexamined
life is not worth living." Paul said "Examine yourselves to
see whether you're in the faith; test yourselves." (2
Corinthians 13:5) And in Proverbs 4:26, Solomon said
"Ponder the paths that you walk." These great statements
can be summarized in “Regularly looking at your values
and goals and praying about them will make a bigger
difference in your life.” Then as you make out your daily
agenda ask the question: Is what | say important and
reflected in my daily time? That's the key to the maximum
life in how you finish the race.

Intercept distractions

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles, and run with perseverance
the race marked out for us." (Hebrews 12:1) The writer
says in this race of life to throw off everything that is going
to weight you down. You don't run a marathon in a suit of
armor. You don't enter a triathlon in an overcoat. You shed
anything that would hold you back, that would hinder. You
eliminate the distractions.
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What are the things in your life that would distract you
from living the maximum life? Well, thousands of things.
It might be the distraction of a) thinking about making
money; b) wrong relationships; or c) the idea that busy is
better. You just clutter your life with all these things. There
are thousands of things. But probably the number one thing
that hinders most folks from the maximum life is their past.

So many people are stuck in their past. They're holding on
to the guilt of their own wrongdoing. They're holding on to
the hurt of the wrongs that have been inflicted on them. If
either of these described you, you're not living the
maximum life. Let me remind you, if you're going to drive
down life looking in your rearview mirror, you're sure to
wreck. You've got to look out in front of you staying
focused and not distracted by what is left behind.

"Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold
of it. But one thing | do:" (look at this) "Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is ahead, | press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 3:13) Paul is
remembered for his great Christian service but he was also
a great Christian persecutor. Paul had plenty to feel guilty
about. But knowing he was forgiven by his Savior, Paul
said, "No, no, | forget the past and | press on. I won't be
manipulated by my memories."

Now you who are in Christ can either rehearse those guilt
feelings or you can release them. If you're going to live the
maximum life, if you're going to finish the race, let go of
the grief, let go of the grudges, let go of the guilt. They're
holding you back, they're wrecking you and they're only
hurting you. Throw aside your past, your fears, your guilt
and your doubts; intercept those distractions.

Note the reward.

Let me ask you a question: Why would we want to live the
maximum life in the first place? Why go all out for God?
Why make the effort? It's really pretty important because if
you can't answer the why, you won't make it to the finish
line. The why determines the how long. The why will
determine the effort you put into it. Why go to all the
trouble we've talked about? Why examine your values?
Why make those goals? Why worry about relationships?

1. The purpose - Remember that God put you on this earth
for specific purposes. "For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do." (Ephesians 2:10) God
has some things, some good things that He made us to do.
He had a blueprint for us before we were ever born.
Frankly, if you don't fulfill that purpose it does not matter
how much money you make, how many people answer to
you or how many magazines you get your picture on the
cover; if you don't fulfill God's purposes for your life,
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Mabnpua # 1301, 19 Iavovapiov 1997

Kepdhao 7
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MoaBaivovpe ypnyopodtepa Kol KAADTEPO, LEGT, OO
mapodelypate. Mnv pov meite amimg Tmg Vo T0 KAVE,
dei&e pov kot Tmg. Omotog Kt av ivor o padnolakdg
610Y0G, Lobaivete o YpNyopa. Kot 1o EDKOAN KoL LE
Myotepa AaOn, apkel va €xete éva 6OOTO LOVTEAO.
Tdpa pe tov id1o TpodTOo, 0 MO YP1YOPOS TPOTOG Yol VoL
TETVYETE TOVG 6TOYOVC o0 otn (®N eivan va Ppeite
KGO0V TOL KAVEL O™ HE TN {on Tov avTd oL BEAETE VO
KOVETE KoL VoL TO avTLypayeTe—ontd glval To KAEWL.
Bpiokelg kdmolov mov eivar oM kel mov OEAEIC va gicat
TVELUOTIKA, S1OVOTTIKG, OUKOVOUIKA Kol GYECLOKE. KOiTa
T1 KOVEL KOl LOVTEAOTOINGE TO.

Avto gtvor moAd Piiwco. O amodctorog ITaviog
AVOYVOPIOE TOV POLO TOV MG TTpdTLTo (NG dTav gime
«AxolovOnote To mapaderypd pov pali pe dAiovg,
A0EAPO1, KOl GNUELDOTE QLTOVG TOL {OVV GUUPOVO. LIE TO
TPOTLTO OV 60 doape». (Pummnoiovg 3:17) Eine:
«AxoAovONoTE TO TAPASELYUA OV Kal 0KOAOLONGTE TO
poTLTO oL £0ec0n. H dadikacia Aettovpyel e avtov
ToV TpOTO, KaOMOC akolovbeite évo LOVTELD. €6V E TN
oglpd cov yiveoor povtéro. «ivate pupuntég pag Kot tov
Kvpiov. mapd ta coPapd fdoava, KoAmcopioes TO
pvopa pe ) xopd mov £dmwaoe 1o Ayto Ilvedpa. Kot étot
£Y1veg TPOTLTO Y10, OAOVG TOVE TTIGTOVE 6T Makedovia
kot v Ayoioy. (1 Oscoarovikeig 1:6-7)

O Inocoig woyvpiotnke avorytd 6TL HTOV TPOTLTO.
lodvyng 13, apod Emlvve ta TOS0 TOV LOONTOV SivOVTaC




you're a failure. That's harsh, but it's true. Anything that
does not do what it's been designed to do is a failure by
definition. The only way you're going to have any lasting
satisfaction and joy is by fulfilling God's purpose. That's
why you make the effort.

2. The ultimate reward. - "Everyone who competes in the
games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown
that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last
forever. Therefore | do not run like a man aimlessly..." (1
Corinthians 9:25-26) Do you see what Paul says? He says,
oh yes, the Greek, those folks in their little Olympics, they
run for a stephanotis, a crown of victory; a little gold medal
or something else. But do you know why we run? It's not
to work our way into heaven because God gave salvation
free to all who claim it through faith, trust and obedience.
We want to run in a way that's honorable to that calling all
the way to the finish line.

Observe, there are three kinds of motivation in life. There
is:

a) internal - when you motivate yourself.

b) external - when people or things are catalysts to

motivate you.

c) eternal - when a heavenly reward that never disappears
motivates you. The key to finishing the race in the
maximum Christian life is to keep your eyes on the
finish line and what's just on the other side of it.

"So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen
is eternal." (2 Corinthians 4:18) Paul continues that thought
in the next verse, "Now we know that if the early tent we
live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an
eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands." (2
Corinthians 5:1) Do you wake up every day and think, I'll
make the most of my journey in this tent, but | really have
got my eye on that mansion? The key to persistence is
perspective. Do you want to finish? You've got to
concentrate on your purpose and not your problems.
"Obstacles are what you see when you take your eyes off
the goal."

Incorporate good habits.

You know we have talked about deliberately and
systematically choosing your course in life, and all that's
true. But frankly, some of you, a lot of you won't try the
steps to the maximum life because you're thinking that's
too much work and too much trouble. But as you become
consistent in your choices and as you become disciplined
in your decisions, it almost becomes automatic. In other
words, you develop good habits. Frankly, life would be too
tedious, it would be too overwhelming if we had to break
down and analyze every thought and action. What if you
had to think about every breath, inhale and now exhale,
think how terrible. What if you had to think about

TOLG OTO TO TOPASELY L TATEWOTNTAG KOl VINPECIAG,
gine 610 €00Q10 15, «Zag édmwaa Eva TapdoeLy Lo oV
MPEMEL VAL KAVETE OIS EKOVa, EYM Y10 €50C.» Eivon
avBpdmvo. oo yuo pipnon. Otav ioovv Ppépoc, o
TPOTOG TOL PABOVES VO KAVELS OTIONTOTE MTALY
AVTIYPAPOVTOG 00TO oV £PfAemeg va yivetatl. Todpa to
TPOPAN A e o TO Elvar OTL ¢ Todl deV UTOPEIG va
eMAEEELG TO LOVTELD GOV. ATAMG LOVTELOTIOLELS OV TOVG
7OV €ival o kovtd 6ov. Emopuévag, g maidi, ov
NoACTAY KOVIA GE KATOLOV TTOV MTOV EMLTUYNUEVOG,
mBovotato eEglyBnKate oe VYNAES EmOOGELS. AV, Ao
™V QAN mhevpd, Bprokdoactay yopm arnd Eva apvnTikd
TAPASELY LA, TLOAVOTOTO AVOTTOENTE L0, OPVITIKN
otdon. Av gidate tov Boud va €xet dSrapopembel 6to omitt
oo, UNv eKmAayeite av Eyete Kok dabeon).

Evtuyog, og evilikeg, pmopovpe va emAEEove Ta
HOVTEAD oG, Q¢ €K TOVTOV, MG EVAMKAG, aveEapTnTa
a6 To TaPEABOV GOC, UTOPEITE VAL EXAVOUIIOUOPPDGETE
KOl VO ETOVATPOYPOUUOTIGETE TO PUAAO coG. EmléEte
povtéda o Ba petapépouvv T Lmn cog exel mov BEAeTE.
Agv E€po T €1d0VG pabntig TG 1oTopiog eicat, aAld
K60e peydiog nyétng otnv 1oTopio TOV KOGUOL £XEL
axolovOnoel éva mpdotumo. O otpatnydc Tloptl [atov,
npwag tov B' [Taykocpiov [ToAépov, ftav €vag Tolv,
oA awotpdS pobntg tov Meydiov AreEdavdpov. To
povtéro Tov Mdptiv Aov0ep Kvyk yuo un Bloun
Swpaptopia RTov o ['kavtt. O I'kavty, av kot dev fTav
Xpiotiovog, gine 6tL S1opopemoe tov Tpdmo {ong Tov
petd tov Incov Xpioto.

Ta povtéla givatl o To Yp1yopog TpOTOG Yid Vo,
TPOYWPNCETE GTNV amoGToAN TG {wng oag. Bpeite
Kdmolov Tov glvan NON kel mov BéAeTe va gloTte Kot
axoAovOnoTe anTo T0 Tapddeypa. H opoppid tov
UovTéA@V givar 0Tt pog Tapakvodv. [ati kabmg
Eemepvoiv Ta MOS0 KOl KAVOLV EMTEVYUOTA, EEPOVUE
OTL popovLE emionc.

Aotpedo TV 1oTopia yio tov Roger Bannister. '
xPOVIOL KO OEKOETIEG, PLGIOAGYOL, YITPOL, EMIGTNLOVES
miotevay 6t 0 dvBpwmog dev Bo pTopovoe TOTE va
OTAGEL TO WAL TOV TECCAPOV AETTOV. TNV
TPAYULATIKOTNTA, EVAG YLIOTPOG EYPONYE EVOL LEYAAO
rxoppdtt oto American Medical Association Journal.
Eine, «KatoraPaivete 6t kopdid cog 0o expayel kat ot
TvebUovEC oag Ba kaTéppeay av évag dvOpomog TAnciale
TOTE 0VTO TO PPAYHO TOV TECoAP®V AenTdV;» ToTE TO
éxave évog eilog pe to 6vopa Roger Bannister. Apo0
étpete 1o teTpdlento Uik, péco og 15 unveg, to 1010
€kovayv Kot aArot 32 dvBpomot. BAémelg T umopel va
Kéver Eva LOVTELD Y10 GEVO;

IMowa givan ta povtéda cov; [otot eivar ot dvBpmrot wov
oéPeote, (@vtavol 1 vexpol, TVELHOTIKA, S1OVONTIKA Kot
oyeotakd; Metd amd molov dapopeavelg tn (on cov; Av
dev yelg Kavévay tétoto, yavels. [epvate ot (on
YOVOVTOG XPOVO KOl EVEPYELL, TPOCSTAOOVTOG Vo, LabeTe
pobnpata Tov dev ypetdleTol va pabete amd TpmTOo YEPL.
uropeite va ta pibete kaAvTepa HEco, amd TNV eUmELpia,




everything you went through? God didn't make us that
way. He created us to become creatures of habit.

Back to the analogy of a marathon runner. When he starts
for that first half-mile or mile, he concentrates on setting a
pace and getting his breathing in rhythm. But after about a
mile, he doesn't have to think about that anymore. In fact,
he will go miles without thinking about his pace or his
breathing. Most of them let their minds wander a thousand
miles away. Why? Because they have developed a pace
and set good running habits. Then they're actually able to
relax. Inevitably, you will develop habits. Make sure that
you are developing the habits that lead to the maximum
life.

Strangle discouragement.

| intentionally use Strangle discouragement. Choke it
before it chokes you. Galatians 6:9 states "Let us not
become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if (see that word) "if we do not give up."” |
have circled that "if" word in my Bible. Folks,
discouragement is a deadly enemy of your life mission. In
fact, I'm convinced that discouragement is the greatest
weapon that Satan has because nothing will render you
more ineffective more quickly. The moment you get
serious about living the maximum life to make your life
count for God, the devil will try to discourage you,
especially early on. You've got to push past the
discouragement to make it to the finish line.

Again using the race analogy, discouragement to me is like
hitting the wall. Have you ever heard that term? Runners
use the term, "hitting the wall," because late in a distance
race there’s a point where every part of the body just
begins to scream. It begins to shut down. The only way a
runner gets past the "hitting the wall," part is through pure
perseverance, and that's true in the race of life.

I'd like to give you a neat little formula, something that
would instantly make your pain go away and just say, "Hey
don't worry about that." | can't do that. Perseverance is the
key. Somebody once said, "The secret to success is to
outlast your critics." Isn't that good? Wellington, the great
British general, once said, "The secret of the British army's
success is to fight five minutes longer than the enemy."
You don't measure a man's greatness by his wealth. You
don't measure a man's greatness by his talent. You don't
measure a man's greatness by his education. You measure a
man's greatness by what it takes to discourage him. Great
people are just ordinary people with extraordinary
determination. They just don't quit.

"Therefore, my brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in
vain." (1 Corinthians 15:58) Can | paraphrase that for

Kdmolov dAAov. Xperdlesatl LOVIEL Y10 VO, GE
TOPOKIVI|GOLV.

Xpe1aleote PEVTOPES Y10 VA GOG SLOUOPPDGOLV.

O pévropag givar cOPPOVAOS, TPOCSHOTKOS TPOTOVNTIG 1)
EKTAOEVTNC. X€ avtifeon pe éva poviélo, To omoio
umopei va yvopilete 1 0)1 TPOCOTIKA. XTIV
TpaypaTkdT T, £va povtédo pmopel va €xet {Noet yeviég
7pwv omd ™ {oN oov, aAAG Evag HEVTOPAS, OO TNV AN,
o€ EEpel oA kaAd kot og volaletat Tohy. ‘Evog
HEVTOPOG EIVOL APOCLOUEVOS TNV AVATTLEN GAG, GTOVG
61OY0VG GaG Kot 6TV yuyn cog. Ot pévtopeg
ooppetéyovy e&apetikd ot {on cog. Xty
TPAYULATIKOTNTA, EIVOL 01 AVOPOTOL TTOL YPNGLOTOLEL O
®edg ot {on cog Yo va avadeifel To KaAdTepo amd
€00IC.

H avayxn yuo péviopec Ppiocketar g 0An ™ I'paen.
KowtéEre otig [Mapowpieg 15:22, o Zolopaov ine: «Ta
oY£010. OTOTVYYXAVOLV AOY® EAAEIYNG GUUPBOVADY, OALG
pe ToALoVG cupfoviovg metvyaivouvy. Ztn Bifio pov,
€X0 KOKADOEL OVTEG TIG dVO AEEELS, GLuPOVAN Kot
ovppovro. Oco emituynUévos Kt av yivels, mavta
xpedlecatl TpomovnTy.

KotéEre oty tAedpacn onuepa 1o amdyevpLo Kot
nmapokorovdote Tov Michael Jordan. O Mdukd TCopvtav
&yet mpomovnth. H Ztépt I'kpoae €yl mpomovntn. O Iat
Povtt éxet mpomovnt. O nbomoidg Top Xovkg Exet
TPOTOVNTI]. VILAPYEL VOGS GKNVOBETNG Tov KaBodnyel
Kké0e tov kivnon. Avtdg elvar £vag amd Tovg AOyovg oV
avtoi ot dvBpwmot givar emayyelpotieg. Av Bpeite
EMTUYNUEVOLS AVOPADTOVG TOL TPAYLLATIKA akOVILOVVY TIG
de&10tTég ToVG, umopeite va glote Giyovpot OTL £xovv
évav pévropa.

«Ax0007TE TIC GUUPOVAEC Ko dEYEGTE 00T YiEC, KOL GTO
téhog Ba giote cogoi». (ITapouieg 19:20) Kabiog
GKEPTOUOLY 0VTO TO oreio avth v edoudda, To
uétpnoo kot eiyo otn {on pov £E1 10popeTikons
HEVTOPEG—AVOP®TOVS TOV VOLAGTNKOV CPKETA Y10l LEVAL
KOl LoV €3G0V OPKETO YPOVO Yia VO, SLOLUOPPDC® TN
Con pov . [epvam po petdpaon otn {on avt) ™
OTLYUN, EMKPVA Yhyvm yuo 000 axoun. [Toté dev uovv
OPKETE £EVTVOG LOVOG IOV Y1 VO KAV® OTO10ONTTOTE
dovAeld eiyo moté ot {on pov kat dgv B yive woté.
A o1 pévtopeg £yovv mapet T (oN MoV Kot T
Swpopemvovy. To odfynoav ota Tapaymon vepd GE
EMTUYNUEVO GUUTEPAGLLOTOL.

[Modid, vapyovv dvBpwmot yOopm cog mov Ba propovcay
va glvan pEVTopag oag Kot TPEMEL VoL TOuG Ppeite av dev
Tovg €xete. Agv yperdletar va givan wo EEumvol amd 64G
o€ KaBe topéa. ATADG mpénel va givorl KaAol 6€ avtd 61O
omoio Bélete va giote kalol. BAémete 611 T0 B0 sivan
OTL OAOL EYOVLE Gyvola, ATADG o€ dlapopeTIKd Bépata,
omotd; Yrdpyovv duwg avipomol ekel £ mov Oa
umopovGoY Vo 6oc Kadodnynoovy 6Tovg 6Tdy0VE GOC.
Y7dpyovv d16.9popot TPOTOL Y10, Vo ETmPEAT Deite.

[og mpeleiote and Evav pévropa.

6. Kove gpomosic.




you? “Hang in there. Hang in there, God is going to reward
you for your efforts.”

| do want to say this though it's no magic cure, if you're
sitting there right now discouraged and wondering how life
could get any harder, any tougher, or any worse, be
assured that your Savior is sitting right there with you. If
you're going to live the maximum life, there will be points
along that life where God will test your commitment. Now
He doesn't test it so that He'll know how committed you
are. Our God knows everything. He already knows how
committed you are. He tests your commitment so that you
will know how committed you are.

How are you doing with perseverance? Do you finish?
How do you handle failure? When things don't go right,
when you make a mistake, do you have a little pity party
and say, "Poor me, poor me." Do you complain, do you
argue or do you give up? No! You strangle discouragement
before it strangles you.

Hold on to Christ.

If you cooperate, God will give you the power to hold on.
He'll give you the power to complete it. You don't have to
do it alone. He'll help you if you'll cooperate.

"Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus." (Philippians 1:6) "He will keep you strong to the
end so that you will be found blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Corinthians 1:8) No doubt some of
you studying this lesson are going through difficult times
right now. You don't feel like finishing at all. You may feel
like you're going under. You can't figure it out. God is not
through with you. The race is not over. He who began His
good work in you wants to bring it into completion in your
life. Hold on to Christ.

"To this end | labor, struggling with all His energy, which
so powerfully works in me." (Colossians 1:29) Some of
you are just beginning the journey, seriously. Be assured
those who run the race effectively and who head for the
prize and who live the maximum life will do exceedingly
more than all they ever thought or imagined because of the
power of Christ working within them.

Have you examined your life as Paul says in 2 Corinthians
13:5? Have you tested your faith? Are you beginning at
last? Are you well on your way to living the maximum
life? Or are you wallowing in discouragement? Hold on to
Christ. If you are not in Christ, now is the time. Put your
trust and faith in Him by obedience to His gospel message,
His message of reconciliation.

Steve Flatt AG lesson # 1303 March 9, 1997

Mnv pofdote vo KAVETE o epMTNON. EEPETE OGO
UEYOADVOVLE, TOGO TEPIGGATEPO GLUTEPLPEPOLLOCTE GOV
va unv yperaletar vo EEpovpe Timota. Agv gival avonto;

«O1 oxomoi g kapdLag evog avBpdmov givar fabid vepd,
aAAG Evag avOpTOg e kaTovonon to fydle.
(ITapoyuieg 20:5) Av mpodkettan va, yivelg dvpag M
yovaika pe Kotavonon, KoAvtepao va pdbelg mmg va
Balelg avtov tov kovfa ata fadid vepd g ong evog
G0Pov Ko va Tpafnéelg avtod to vepo. O Tpdmog yio va
yivel avto gival kKdvovtag EpMTNCELS.

Agv EEpm Y10 €GAC, OAAG EX® L0 GYETIKG TUTIKN AMoTa
EPMTNCEMV OV giplon £TOHOG VAL KAVD OUEG®S dTav
Bpiokopat kovtd 6e GoEovg avOpdOTOVG TOL PTOPOLV VOl
pe kaBodnynoovv. Otav Bpickopat yopm omd avOpmmovg
7oL Yvopilovy kdTl ToL dev EEPM, TTOV £YOVV PLOGEL KATL
OV 0eV €m0 PudGEL, TOL pUmopolv va pe fondncouvy va
SLHOPODOC®, £ EPOTNCELS OGS OVTES:
o) «Ileg pov i TIg KOADTEPEC UTOPAGELG TTOV EYELG
mhpeL TOTE.
B) MiAncé pov ywa tig peyardtepeg emitvyieg otn Lo
G0V Kot Tl EPabeg omd avTéC.
v) MiAnGé pov yio ™ peyolvtepn amotuyio otn {on
60V Ko Tt €pabeg amd avTv.
d) [Mog dwyepileote Tov Ypdvo Gog;
¢) o dwayepileote 10 Gyyog;
o71) low givan To Biprio mov Exete drafdcet kan £xovv
Kével T peyodvtepn dapopd otn (on cag;»

Ynueidote 1o kodd: To aAndivd onuddt g coeiag givar
N KOvOTNTA VoL OVTAEiITE KAAEG GLUPOVAES amd dALOLG
avOpmdmove. Otav umopeite va to KAVETE avTo, O cog

BonBnoet va (Moete ) péytotn Lon.

AwPaco pio oAndwn wotopia yio évav ¢ilo Tov Tmpa
KNPOTTEL, OAAG OTOV TAV OIKOTPOPOC Y10, EVOIV
EPOKNPLKA, NTaV KEL Yo Evay 0AOKANPO Ypodvo. Kan
gine, "Eépeig OAN TNV GPa TOL HHOLV EKEL, 0 TOTOG
onNKmONKe Kol EKave KNPLYUN Kot TOTE OgV KNPLEE Eval
knpuypa. Kébe kipuypo dev Tav amidg Eva TOTN L,
Nrav éva tpéEipo oto omitt, amid 10 £dwée amd To TAPKO

"Etol, umika exel yio va tov ddowm cuvEvTevén kot gina,

"Eipon pali cov éva ypovo, Kot eV Ta £XELG UTEPOEYEL
ToTE, dev €xelg umel moté, BEA® va udbw to pooTikd cov."
O epoknpukag gime: «Agv €y Kavéva pootikd». O
ackovuevog emépeve "Oyt, Oyl, 1N LOL TO dMGELC.
Y7apyetl KATL S1POPETIKO GE GEVA OO AAAN. ATOLLOL TTOV
€yovv knpouéet, 0éAw va pabo T givon". Eime,
«IIpaypotikd, Tpayuotikd, Kdve 0,T1 Kavouv Kot dAlot
epoknpukecy. Kat o ackovpevog potnoe, «Oyt, Oa pov
TELS, VILAPYEL KAt 6T (0N cov;». O 1epoknpvKag eine:
«IIpv amod tpLavta ypovia, 6tav Ty otov dupwvo,
£xovo po dtonkn pe tov Ogo. Tov gima, av Oo
guhoyovoe ovtd oL KAvm, 6Tt Ba ddfala v Kawvn
AwBnkn kaBe efdopddar. Eine, «Ze 30 xpovia, dev




€yaca Toté pio fdoudda o avtn T déopevon.» Agv Ba
pioobvoate va elyate UyeL yopic ovtod To fabd vepd
copiac—yeivete otov Adyo;

7. Amodeyteite mpoTAGELS 1) OmOdEYTEITE GYOMAL.

«O1 6000l 0g aKovv Kot 0¢ TpocHétovy atn nabnon tovg,
Kol og Aappdvovy kaBodynomn ot o&vdepkeic—»
(ITapowuieg 1:5) Mepkég popéc, Otav axovte, Oo mpémet
VO 0KOVGETE TNV KPITIKT. Aev melpdlel, apkel va
TPOEPYETOL OO LI KOAT Y1 TOV GO Oyostdl Kol 10V
elvar 6o@og. E&etdote to eddpro [opopieg 25:12,
«Omnwg éva okovAapixt amd ypucod N éva GTOAISL Ao
EKAEKTO YPLGO gival 1 eminAnén ToLv GOPOV GE VT TOV
aKOVE).

[Mondid, 6tov elote UTPOOTAE GE KATOLOV TOV £YEL YVDOOT,
KOTOLOV IOV EUTICTEVEGTE KOl KATOLOV TTOV GOG OrydTnd,
axovote Tov. Eite cag evBappivouy gite oag dtopBdvouv,
1N avaTpoeodoTnon eivat amapaitntn yo ™ péyiot Lon.
Agv EEpm TOGOL AO €06 AGYOAEIGTE e TNV KaBodyNom
TopadAOV. TBAVAOS Oyl TOc0 ToALoL, aALG OTav 1 NASA
ekToEgEL Evav TOPOLAO V1o VO AVEPEL GTO PEYYAPL T
otov Apn 1 otidnmote GALO, EEPETE TMG TO KAVOLY 0VTO;
Agyv givol 1060 €0K0A0 VoL TO KAVOVUE YiaTi 1 Y1 Kiveiton
GUVEYMDGS, TO PEYYAPL KIVELTAL GUVEYDS YOP® amd TN Y1,
Kol To. 000 OV TE GOUOTH KIVOUVTOL YOP® 0td TOV HAL0 Kot
0AOKANPO TO NALOKO oG COGTILLO KIVEITOL GTO OLAGTNUA.
[og kpatdte avTOV TOV TOPOLAO GE TPOYLE; Agv
mpoypappatilovy anidg v oknvobecio kot Aéve,
"Evtaéet, eivar omd povo tov". Ymdpyet Evog
VTOAOYLOTHG GE QLTOV TOV TOPALAO TOL KAOE Y1IA0GTO
TOV OEVTEPOLETTOV AVOTPOPOSOTEL dedopéva GTOV
O1K10KO DTTOAOYIOTH TOL GTEAVEL GUVEYMG TGO Y1 VO
dopbaoet v mopeio. Ymdpyet po cuvexng
AVaTPOPOSOTNON Y1 VO KPATHGEL AVTOG O TOPAVAOG GTNV
mopeia Tov. 'Etot eivar ot {on kot vt avtd yperalopacte
UEVTOPEC.

Tdpa, 6mote T0 Aé® 0VTO o8 Evav PeyaldTEPO
Xplotiovo, 1 TPMOTN TOL avTidpacn sivat: «Aomov,
€xm Kavel tooo Adbn otn {on pov, dev Ba propovoa
va yive pévropacy. Aev yperaletar vo gicon TéA10G
Yo va gioat pEvTopac. amAd TPEMEL Vo ot Eva
Pruo urpootd. XpelalOUaoTe LOVTELD Y10 VO LOG
TOPUKIVI|IGOVY Kol LEVTOPES Y10l VOL LG
SLOUOPPDGOLV.

8.Xvvepydreg yia vo cog mBncovv.

O1 GvOpmmot ov givol APOCIOUEVOL GTNV 1010 0TOGTOAN
Comg mov €xete, GO TOPAKIVOUV Kal 6ag wBovV mTpog
TOLG KOVOUS 560G 6TOY0VG. O Incolg eiye 12 amd avtovg,
€101 dev givar; Av dwuPdoete v Kouvn Aabnkn, o
[Tavlog elye evvéa. Olot yperdlovion Evav chHVTPOQO.

[ToAd Atyot avBpwmot otapatovy ToTé Kot potovv: « Tt Ba
Kavo ot {on pov;» Edv acyolndnkate coPfopd pe
LTIV TN UEAETT), OV EYETE KPUTIOEL CNUEIDGELS, OV EXETE




avamtoéet po amootodr] {ong kot éva opapa {ong Kot
€0V EYETE GLYKEKPEVOLS GTOYOVG Y10, VO GOG OONYNCOLV
o€ autn N péyiom Lo, elote avdpecsa g AydteEPO omd
éva To15 €Katd TV ovBpdT®OV wTov Tov £Bvoug. Avto
onpaiver 6t Ba wpénel va avalnoete evepyd dAlovg
avBpmmovg Tov BEAOVY va avarTuyBovv poll cog, eneldn
gKpva, glote og pia taén povor coc. Ipémel va Ppeig
avBpodmovg mov Ba BEhovv va og BonBicovy va
avamtuyOeis.

O Zolopav gine: «Avo givar kaAdTepa, and Eva yoTi
£€xovv KaAn anddoom Yo T SOVAELL TOVGY.
(ExkAncuootg 4:9) Olot yperaldpocte cuvepydreg. O
Mrévtlapuy @paviAy giye po opdda vTosTNPENS OV
ovopoaoce «Ot o €Evmvol eidot pov». Avti 1 opdda Ba
palevotav, Ba £ypaee epyaciec, Ba tic cul{ntovoe, Ha
€xove epotnoelg kot Ba fonboveoe o Evag tov dAlov.
Yvvavtovtovoay kdbe [opackevn Bpadv yia 40 xpovia.
AvopaTtiéote yoti 0 Dpavichv oy dNUovpykdg Ko
EVPMUATIKOG GTO, TEAT TNG OEKAETING TOV 0YOOVTO,
AvopoTIEOTE Y10T 01 KOAVTEPEG EPEVPECELS TOV £YIVALY
petd ta 70 tov ypdvia; Oa cov o yoti, yoti giye
ouvepyateg oL Tov Eompwyvay. Ecu?

O Toépoag Evticov glye pio opdda mov ovopooce
«Zoppoyio Tov Mastermindy. Ze o mepiodo 6L eTaV,
avt M opdda katéAnée o€ 300 SaPOpPETIKEG
KOTOYVPOUEVEG LE SIMA®LO EVPECITEYVING EPEVPETELS.
Aéte, «Agv gipal d1avota.» Agv gipon o 'Evticov, dev gipan
0 Opdavichy kat ogv ypetdlopot pio «Zoppoyio
[Ipowtoctatmvy. Edv giote Xpirotiavdc, ypetdleote
ovvepydteg yua va cog Bondrcovy o Ogdg oyedilace v
eKKANGIO TOV gV UEPEL Y10, VO OLKOOOUTOEL.

«Ev Xp1otd Lowmov gpeig ol modhoi oynuotilovpe Eva
omua Kot Kabe péhog avikel og OAa ta GAAw. (Popaiovg
12:5) AMAG Ko1TaETE VTO, YPTCILOTOIDOVTOS TN
petapopd tov avlpodmivov couatog, o [laviog ine oty
ovcia: «Xplotiavol, giote cuvepydrteg o owTd TO TSIO
mov ovoudletal Zon Kot oetileTe 0 évag e TOV GAAOV
OT®G M Ko, oyeTileTon [LE TOVE TVEVIOVEG. 1 TO XEPL
0710 YXEPL, 1 0 Apog 6to KePAAL. [1pémet va Exete 0 évag
Tov dAkoV Yo vo otnpileote Kot vo avtigite Sovapny.
Eipaote cov o opdado opelfaciog mov avePaivel to
'EPepeot. Eivar degpéva peta&d toug omd avtd ta oyovid.
Etvou dgpévot yuo v aopdieto kot t duvopr| tovc. Olot
ocuvepyalovrtar peta&d Toug yio va fondncovy v opdda.
Vo TAGEL TNV KOpLPN NG kopvens. Ot Xpiotiovol
TpaPovv o évag tov dAlov. Baci{opaote o évag oTig
duvépelg tov dArov. Etikpvd, av kKdmotog amd gpdg
néael, T0TE OM01 Kivduvevovue va técovpie. Eipoote toc0
ovvoedepévol. 'Etot, av €yete (o amootodn (ong Kat, 1
{on cog KAToL TAEL, £XEL TPAYLLOTIKG OTLOGTIO LLE TTOLOV
glote dgpévor.

"Mnv uraivete oe {uyo pe amictovs. I'ati Tt koo €xovv
N dkaooHvn Ko 1 kKakia; 'H mowa kowvovia propet vo
£xYe1 T0 QMG e T0 okotddy;" (2 KopvBiovg 6:14) Edv
€yete o amootoA Long Kot cuvepyaleoTe e KAmolov




OV dgV TNV amodEYETAL, OAAG TNV avTitiBeTon, TNV
KaAVTEPT TEPiMT®O™ B TNV AyavaKTAGEL, GT YEPITEPT
0o ™ capmotapel. Kaivtepa va dahé&ete Toug
GUVTPOEOLG TG LoNG 60¢ TPOGEKTIKA. MIAd® yia Tovg
cuvepydteg 6oc. AAAG TO o oNUAVTIKO, IAG® Yo TOVG
YOUAALOVE GUVTPOPOVE GoG. XPpeldleaTe Evay GUVIPOPO
7ov Ba cog mbnoet.

9. Xpewleote @ilovg mov o vimBouv yio 5dc.
Xperaleoa kKamoovg piiovg mov Ba oe otnpi&ovv. « Evog
olhog ayomd avé mdoa otrypn...» (Iapowpieg 17:17a)
AnBvoc eilog gival kdmolog Tov pmaivel péca eva OAot
o1 @AAot gvyovv. Otav ot dAlot vBpwmol BAEmovy péca
amo €606, Evas ilog aag PAémetl. Otav kdvete éva Adbog
Kol OAot o1 GAlotl BEAovV va To Tpiyouv, Evag EIAOG TO
tpipet. Elvan cvveneic, elvan dimho oag kot cog
VIooTNPifoVY GLVAIGHNUATIKA, COUATIKA KOt
TvevpaTiKd. Xe evBappovovv. Kdvouv avtd mov gine o
EBpaiog ouyypapéag oto kepdiaio 10:24, «Kat ag
OKEPTOVLE TAG LWITOPOVLE VO TOPOKIVOVLE O VA TOV
GAAOV TPOG TNV Oy KoL TIG KOAEG TPAEELDY.

O1 gpikot eivor To KAEWI Yo pia péytot (on yioti Toté
dev Ba avéPelc Tavm and T ENITEDO TOV O GTEVAOV GOV
olAov. Znueuwote 10 Kohd. Etvol Tpaypoticd mold cov
aLTO Y10 TO 0Moi0 PANGA HOALG LE TOVG GUVEPYATES.
[Toté dev avePaivelc Tdvo amnd 10 eninedo TV TO
o1evev 6ov eilmv. Etvar oAndeia. Ta moviid Tov gtepov
ovppéovv pali. 'Etor, av éheig va tetdéelg ota Oy pe
0.ETOVG, 0V UTOPEIC VoL TPEEELG UE TIG YOAOTTOVAES.

«Mnv mapamroavnOeite: «H kokn mapéa dopbeipet Tov
KkaAo yopaktipa.» (1 KopwvBiovg 15:33) @éhm va eipon
TOAD EIAKPIVIG ol Gog OYETIKA LE OPIGUEVEG GYECELS
£0®, oA elkpvic. Eav okéeteote cofapd va (noete
™ péyrotn Con xon va glote OAa 6o 0 Ogdg NBele va
glote, iowg ypelaotel va SlokdOyeTe KATOEG PLAIEG TOVL
€xete oA TN oTIYUN. Avtn eivor 1 odnOeia. H kokn
mapéa drapbeipel tov Kahd yapaxtipa. Evag amd tovg
AOYOVG TOL KATO101 OO E0AG EYETE OKLVITOTOMGEL TV
amooToAn TG LmNG G0¢ 1| EETE TPOYWPNOEL UE TOV BL0,
glvar eme1dn poPdaote T1 O Khvel ovTd G€ o oYECT).
Dofacar 11 Ba o anoppiyovv. DoPfacar 6t Ha
amodokiudcovy. Pofdcar 6t Bo 6e YEAOLOTOGOLV 1)
oTIONTOTE GALO. OENETE VO GTATAANGETE TO YPOVO GO,
va yaoete 1 {01 60C, EMOUDKOVTAG ATAMG VA YIVETE
dnpoireis;

Me amAidé Aoy, 1 ovoia eival: «Nowdlopon meplocdTepo
Yo TV €yKpion tov Ogov M Yo TNy £YKP1oTn KATo1ov
dAdov;» Edv giote elMKpiveig e Tov 0vTd 00G KoL 1|
amdvinon oog sivar: [paypoatikd pe evolapépet
TEPLOCOTEPO N EYKPLoT KATolov dAlov, n Biflog to
amokoAel eldwAoraTpio. Avtd onpaivel amimg vo BaAelg
Kdmotov aAro otn Béomn Tov Ogov. ‘Eyovpe GAAN po AEEn
Yo 0VTO oUEpa, oNUEPQ TO AEpE cuveEaptnon. H
ovve&aptnon eivat va apvelg Kamotov dilo vo Béaet
TOVG GTOYOVG, TOVG CKOTTOVG Kol TIG PrAodo&ieg g Lmng
60V. Mmopeite vo 10 ovopdoete 0nmg BEAeTE, 1| ovaia




glvon 6t etvan AdBog. Eivar AdBog kot didyvel ) péylot
odpketa {ong amd to vepo.

Mepikol and €6dg umopei va ¥pelacTtel va KAVETE LEPIKES
SVOKOAEG EPMTNCELG Y10 LEPIKES AT TIG O GTEVES GO
oyéoelc. Towg ypelaotel va potoete: «Bonbodv 1)
gumodifovv v amootoAn g Lmng wov;» «Byalovv 6,1t
0édel 0 Bedc péoa pov;» «Me EPVOLV IO KOVTIH GTOV
®ed N pe amopakpvvovy mePLocdTePo amd Avtov;» Otav
QTACETE OTNV TELELTALN EPDTNOT KOl ALV OLOTIGTOCETE
0Tl GOG OTOLOKPVUVOLY 07O ToV Bgd, avTd TO ATOUO OgV
glvan pihog. Agv pe volalel mdco kapd tovg Eépets. Agv
elvan pidot. Tdte TG pumopel Kavelg va AmOKTIGEL TO
omoto 1d0¢ pilwv;» Me Alya Adyla, vouilo ot eivar va
gloat 0 cwotog Pilog. [Ipocerkielg avtd mov glcat,
Bepilelg 6,11 omépvels. Avtd mov divels wg eilog 6Tovg
dAdovg givarl cuvnBog avtd Av BELeTE Vo aplEpOCETE
¥POVO o€ €64, Ba TPEMEL VoL KAVETE TO 1610, AAAGL
ypelaleote pilovg, yperaleote Beovg pidovg 1 1 LN oog
Oa

10. Xpedlecat évav OTpa Y10 VO 68 GAOGCEL.
0O Incovtg eime: «A10TL 0 Oedg dev éatelre TOoV Y10 TOL
GTOV KOGUO Y10 VO, KOTASIKAGEL TOV KOGLO, OAAL Yo
Vo 6MGEL ToV KOGHO pécw Avtov.» (Imdvvng 3:17)
Avti 1 maAd mapaBoin 1o eEnyel GUVOTTIKA.

Av 1 peyoAdTEPT AVAYKN LOG NTAV £Vag
TSy YOG,
O O&o66 Bo pog eiye oteihel ddokoro.
Av 1 HeYOADTEPT QVAYKN UG TAV [0l VEQ
Q1A0G00ia,
O B¢gdc Ba eiye oteilet Evav rAOGOPO.
Av ftav ypnpaTa,
O Bgo¢ Ba éotehve Evav 01KOVOUOAGYO.
Av 1 peyoAdTEPN AVAYKN LG TAV 1
yoyoyoyia,
O B&o¢ Oa EotelvE VOV KOMIKO.
AMG M peyaAdTEPN OVAYKT) LOG TTOV 1)
GLYYDPEST,
'Eto1 0 ®gdg pog éoteile Evay ZoTPa.
O1 oyéoelg eivan e€oupetikd onpovtikég. Xpelaleote
TPOTLTA, LEVTOPES, GUVEPYATES, PIAOVG KOl AOEAPOVS K
adeApéc otov Kopro. AMAG ovtd mpayuotikd dgv agilovv
Timoto av 6gv ¥TIoTOLV 0Ta DEUEMA TG OYEOTG IOV EYETE
TPOSOTKA e Tov Incov Xp1o1o.
«BAémete, TNV KOTAAANAN OTIYUN, EVO NUACTOV OKOUN
apopTAoi, 0 Xp1otdc ébave yio Tovg aeePEic.
(Pouaiovg 5:6-8) Apydtepa, otnv id1a wroyn, eine «To
£€KOVE 0TO Y10, VO LTOPEGOVE VO EYOVUE PIAL e TOV
Begd». Mia amod TIC o GVYKAOVICTIKEG EVVOLEC GE OAO TO
ooumay gival 61t 0 Ogdg, 0 Anuovpydc TV TaVI®VY DAL
va glvan pidog pov. OéAet va, fadetl To xépt Tov yopw omd
EUEVA KO EGEVA KO VAL TTEL, "XE ayam® 0TS O O GTEVOG
oov ¢pirog. Oy, og ayond mepliocOTEPO OO TOV TLO GTEVO
o0V @iro." Avtd etvar duvatd PEG® TG aydmng oV
£de1&e o Incovg.




E&etdote Odeg Tig oy€oelg oag. EEKIVAOTE Le TN oxéon
60g pe Tov Incov Xpiotod, apnote TV ToTH Kot TNV
EUMIOTOOLVN GO 6€ AVTOV HEG® TG VTTakong otov Adyo
TOU.MdBnpa #1302, 2 Maptiov 1997

Kepdhawo 8

H Téxvn tou TeAewwuarog

Av10 givar To tedevtaio padnpa g ogpdg "The
Maximum Life - Living With Power and With Purpose".
Edwv &yete e€etdioet Tnv amoctoAr] cog otn o1, Exete
SLHOPQMGEL Vo Opaa, EXETE BEGEL GTOYOVG KOl EYETE
eEacparioel cwoTEG GYéoElc, TPEMEL VO cuVE)IoETE PEYPL
70 TEAOG.

[aog tererdvelg tov ayova; H I'pagn moAréc popéc
ovuykpiver ™ Lon pe évav aydva. O Iadrog Aéet oTig
[Ipa&eic 20:24, «...e0v UTOPD VO TEAEUDG® TOV OYDVO, KoL
VO OAOKANPOO® TO £PYO0 TTOL LoV €xel dmoel 0 Kvplog
Incovgy. 1o B' Tiudbeo 4 o [Tavrog Eypaye «Teheiwoa
oV aydva, kpdtnoa v miotn». [Ipocélte t petapopd,
Oyl LOVO TOL TPEEILOTOC TOL AYDVO, KoL TIG OVO QOPEG
7ov o Paul piince yuo tov tepuationd tovaymvoe. H {on
elvan évag poapabdviog oyt Eva ompivt.

Av éyete mapaxorovdnoel Toté Evav popadmvio, GtV
apyn Tov vIdpyeL ovTd TO TEPATTIO TAN00C palepévo.
Kabog o ayovag mpoywpd, To mAinboc apardvel. Kanowa
TEAELDVOLV KOAG, AL OYL TOGO KOAG, Kot A dgV
TeAEL®VOLV KalBOAOV. AVTO glvar TOAD YOPAKTNPIOTIKO
g ConMg. Enpooia dev £xel To g Eexvag otn Lo,
aAAG TO TG Oa TeEAeDoEIC. AvTd TOL GOG £YEl cLUPET
ot {on cog péypt avtd To oNUEilo dev glval TOG0 Kpico
0G0 aVTO oL KAVETE e TN o1 560G amd avTd To onueio
kot petd. Eivol onuovtikd 1o mog tereiovels. Edv péoa
Ao aVTN TN GEPA 1 GAAEG epmelpieg 1 S1dUCKAAIES
uneite og kaAd dpopo yuo va {noete ) péyom Lon, 10t
EMTPEYTE LOL VO, 6ag vOappLve va T {noete péypt va
nebdvete. Teleudote 10 KoL d1ekdIKNoTE TO EMafro.

«Tpé&e pe 11010 TPOTO MOTE VAL TAPELS TO EmaOAo». (1
Kopwbiovg 9:24) Agv tpéyelg amhmg. Agv TpEYEIC OmAG
doxoma, OV TPEYEIC LE LETPLOTNTA, OV TTPOKELTOL VO,
TpEEeLs, ToTe TpELE e TETO0 TPOTO MOTE VAL TAPELG TO
énabro. Kabog oloxinpdvovpe aut t oepd, eEAmiCm
ot 1 akpoaortiyido FINISH 0o cag fonbnocetl va
SlTnpnoETE QLT TNV TOPEia LEYPL TN YPOUUN
TEPUOTIGLOV.

ZUYKEVIPOV®

Edv &yete etoudoet pio dnimon opdpatog yio ™ Lmn
GG, EAV EYXETE TPOETOUACEL GTOYOVG Y10, VL
oLoKANpDOOETE AVTH TO OPOLLA, KPATHOTE OVTA TO
TPAYUOTO UTpootd oag. [t avtd tovilm va ta ypdyo.




21 {on cog Tpénel va KABEoTE TAKTIKG Kot Vol
avaBewpeite T1g aieg cag, To OPANATA COG KoL TOVG
GTOYOVG GOG KOl OTT GLVEXELD VO 0EIOAOYEITE «TTMG TOL
mwhoy. O Zig Ziglar gine, «OLot mpémet va Kvove
TOKTIKG EVOv EAEYYO0 OO TOV Adpd Kot vy, O
[MAGtov eine: «H ave&étaotn {on dev a&ilet va tn (ewo».
O Iavirog eine: «E&etdote TOLg 0VTOVG GOG Yo Vo Ogite
av glote otV MoTN* SOKIUAGTE TOV €0VTO GOGY». (2
Kopwbiovg 13:5) Kot otic [apoipieg 4:26, 0 Zoropmv
gine «XVALOYIGTEITE TO LOVOTATLO TTOV TTEPTTOTATEY.
AvTég o1 6movdaieg MMADCELS LTOPOVY VO GLVOYIGTOVV
010 «To va Kottdg TakTikd T1g a&ie Kot Tovg 6TOYO0VG
GOV KOl VO TPOCEVYEGOL YI' 0LTOVG Bl KAVEL pLeYaAhTEPT
Stpopd otn o1 cov. X cvvéyeta, Kabmg
Swpopemvete TNV Kabnuepwi cog atlévta, Kavie v
gpmtnon: Eivar avtd mov Aém onpovtikd kot
avtikatonTpilovTol otov kabnuepvod pov ypovo; Avto
elvar to KAEWOL Yo T péytotn ddpketo {ong otov Tpdmo
mov Ba TeppaTicETE TOV OydVOL.

Avoyo1tioTe TOLG TEPIGTOGUOVG

«Emopévag, apol tepicuklmvopacte ond Eva 1060
UEYAAO GUVVEQO LopTOPOV, 0 TeTdEovpe 6,11 eumodilet
KO TV OUopTio TOV TOGO EVKOAN UTAEKEL, KoL OC
TPEEOVLE IE EMUOVT TOV OYDVE TTOV LOG GTIUAOEWE.
(EBpaiovg 12:1) O cvyypoaéag AEEL GE AVTOV TOV OYDVA
Cong va metdéete OAA 000 TPOKELTAL VO, GOC Papuvouy.
Agv tpéyeig papabdvio pe movomiio. Agv unaivelg oe
tpiabro pe mavoeoptl. Pixvelc otidnrote Ba og Kpatovoe
miow, mov Ba epnddile. EEaAeipelg Tovg TEPIOTAGHOVG.

[Mowa givan ta mpdypata ot {on cog mov Ba cog
amocToVcaV TNV TPOocoyY| ord To vo {GETE TN HEYIOTN
Con; Aowmdv, yddeg mpayuata. Mropei va givail n
OTOGTOCT) TG TPOGOYNG TOV 0L) VL CKEPTOUOGTE VoL
Byaiovue ypnuata. B) Aaboc oyécelc. N y) 1 W€ OTL TO
TOALAGYOAO etval KaAdTePO. ATAMG Yepilelg tn (on cov
pe OAa avTd To TPAyHoTA. YTAPYOUV IAAOEG TPy LaTaL.
AMAG mBavdg To voopepPo Eva TpAyUa ToV eumodilet
TOVG TEPLEGOTEPOLS avOpdTOVG amtd T péyiotn (on eivor
70 TOPEABOV TOVG.

Toéc01 moAlol avOpwmotl £x0vv KOAANGEL GTO TaPEADOV
Tovg. Kpatohv v evoyr tov SiK®V ToUg adknUdT®V.
Kpatdve 10 KoK TV 0dIKIOV OV TOLG £XOVV Yivel. Av
KGO0 Ao aVTA Gog TEPEYPAYE, dev (eite Tn péylotn
Con. Emrpéyte pov va cag vreviouicm, ov tpokettar vo
KaTaoTpéYeTe TN (N Kotmvtag otov Kafpeptn cog,
glvar oiyovpo 611 Ba kataotpéyete. [lpénet va Tpocéyete
UTPOCTA GOG TOUPUUEVOVTOS GUYKEVTPMOUEVOL KOL VOL LNV
OMOGTATE TNV TPOGOYY| GOG OO O,TL HEVEL TG,

"Adépoia, dev DemP® TOV E0VTO LLOL AKOUN OTL TO EYW®
KataEPeL. AMG Eva Tpayuo kovo:" (deite avto)
n—

Eeyvavtog ovtd mov gival miow Kot {opilopat Tpog autod
OV €ival UTPOGTA, TPOYWP® TPOG TOV GTOYO Y10, VO,




Kkepdicw 10 PpaPeio yia To omoio 0 Oedg Le KdAeoe oTOV
ovpavo v Xplot®d Incody. (duanmnciovg 3:13) O
[MadvAog pvnuovedeTon Yio T HEYAAN YPLOTIOVIKY TOV
vanpecio, aAAd Tav eniong LeyAAoG SUDKTNG TOV
Xpiotavarv. O TTok giye moALd va aicBdvetal £voyog.
A yvopilovtag 0Tl cuyyopndnke and Tov ZoThpo
Tov, o [Taviog gime, "Oy1, oy, Eeyvdm To TapeABoOV Kot
ocuveyilm. Agv Ba pe xelpaymyncovy ot avapuvicelg pov."

Topa eogig mov glote ev Xprotd pnopeite gite va
enavolafete avtd Ta cuvACON AT EVOYNS giTe Pmopeite
va ta amedevfepdoete. Av mpdkettal va {Ncelg
péyiotn {on, ov TPOKELTAL VO, TEAELOMCELS TOV 0yDVA, (0E
) OAlym, doe TIg pvnoikakies, Aoe TIG eVoYEs. Xe
KPOTOUV TG®, GE KOTAGTPEPOVY KOl LOVO GE TANYDVOLV.
[Téta oty dxpn 10 TPV, TOVG POPOLG, TIg EVOYES
Kol TIG APPBOAEG COV. aVOaLTIoEL LTOVG TOVG
TEPIGTAGHOVG.

ZNUEIDOTE TNV AVTOUOPT.

Emutpéyte pov va cag kévo pia epoton: [Nati fa
0éhape va {noovpe ) péyiotn Con egapyng; [ati va
whpe 6Aa yuo Tov @gd; Narti va kavete v Tpoomadeto,;
Eivar mpaypatikd modd onuovtikd yati av dgv uropeite
VO OTOVTIGETE GTO Y1OTl, deV Ba PTAGETE GTN YPOLLLY| TOV
tepuatiopov. To yati kabBopilel T dudpxeta. To yiati Oa
kaBopioetl v mpocmdbeia mov Ba katafdlete o aTo.
INoti va probdpe oe GAO TOV KOO OV EYOVE LWMANCEL,
INorti va e€etdoete Tig agieg oog; [ati va Kavete avtovg
Tovg 6toYoVG; [Mati va avnovyeite yia Tic oy€oels;

1. O oxondg - Na Bvpdote 011 0 Ocdg cog EPare oe avt
T1 Y1 Y10 GUYKEKPHEVOLS GKOTOVG. «A1dTL iplaote £pyo
®eov, dnuovpynuévol ev Xpiotd Inco yia va kavovue
KaAd €pya, To omolo 0 GG TPOETOILAOE Y10 OGS VO
kévovpey. (Epeoiovg 2:10) O Oedg €xet kamoia
TPAYUOTO, LEPLKE KOAN TPAYLOTO TTOL oG EKOVE VO,
Kkévovpe. Eiye éva oyédio yio epdg mpv yevvnboope.
Etuikpva, edv dev exmtAnpmoete avtdv Tov oKomd, dev
€xel onuacio Toca ypruota Pyalete, mdécot AvOpwmot
amovToOLV € £00G 1 TOGA TEPLOdKA BaleTe T
OOTOYpOPio 60og 6TO EEDPLVALOD. AV OEV EKTANPAOCELG
TOLG GKOTOVG TOL B0 Yo ™ LN cov, icat
ATOTUYNUEVOC. AVTO glval oKANPO, oAAA elvar oAnOgtaL.
Otdnmote dev KAVEL AVTO OV €YEL OYENOTEL ivart €&
opopov amotuyic. O povog TpdTOg Yo va. £xeTe LOVIUN
KAVOTOiNoT| KOl apd VAL VO EKTANPMDCETE TO GKOTO
oV Og0v. O’

2. H améivtn avtapofn. - "Orot 660t aywvilovtol 6Tovg
AYADVEC TYAIVOUV GE VGTNPEG TPOTOVNOELS. To KAvouy
YL va Thpovv éva oTtéppa Tov dgv Ba kpatnosl aAAd To
KGAVOULLE Y10 VO, TTOPOVLE VO, GTEUUN TTOL B0l KPATHOEL Yo,
navto. Eropévac dev tpéym oav avipag dokomna... (1
Kopwbiovg 9:25-26) BAénete 11 Aéet o [ladhog; Aéet, o
vat, 0 EAAnvoc, avtoi ot Aooi 6Toug Hikpohs Toug




OALUTIOKOVGE, TPEXOVY Y10 EVOV GTEQPAVOTY|, £VO, GTEQAVL
vikng. éva PIKpO xpuod HETAAALO 1 KATL AAAO. ZEpelg
OpmG yloti Tpéyoupe; Agv givor yio Vo TAGOVE GTOV
TOPASEIGO EMELDN 0 Bedg 0mwoe TN cwtnpia dwpedv o€
OAOVG OGOL TN OLEKIIKOVV HECH THGTNG, EUTIGTOGVVNG KoL
vIakonc. Oélovpe va TpEEoVUE e Evay TPOTO TTOL vt
TIUNTIKOC Y10 VTOV TOV KAAEL LEYPL TN VPO TOV
TEPUATICULOV.

[Moapoatmpnorte, vadpyovy Tpia €idn KvRTpoV otn {on.
Yrbpyet:

o) E0OTEPIKT - Oty Oivels kKivntpo 6Tov €avTd Gov.

B) e€mtepikod - dtav dvBpmmor | Tpdrypata givan

KOTOADTES Y10l VO GOG TOPAKIVI|GOVV.

Y) audvia - dTav pie ovpdvia avTopoPn) Tov dev
eEapavifeton moté€ og mopakivel. To KAedl yo va
TEPUATIOETE TOV AYOVA OTN UEYIOTT YPLoTIVIKT (on
glval vo Kpatdte To. LATIO OOG GT YPOLULUN
TEPUATICUODV KoL GE ALTO TTOL PpiokeTot aKpPmg
oTNV GAAN TAELPA TOV.

"E161 dev mPOOADVOLLE T PLATLOL LLOG GE QLTO TTOL
oaivetal, aAAG o€ anTd oL dev eaivetat. ['ati avtd ToL
Qaivetol eival TPoc®PVO, AALA aVTO TOL dEV PaiveTal
elvar ocudvio." (2 KopwvBiovg 4:18) O ITavAiog cuveyilet
AT TN OKEYT 6TO EMOUEVO £d0@L0, «TOpa yvopilovue
OTL OV KATOOTPOQEL 1) TPDTY GKNVN 6TV omoia (ovpE,
€yovpe éva Ktiplo amd tov Ogd, £va aumdVIo GTiTL GTOV
ovpavo, mov dev yTiotnke and avlpomva xépta. " (2
Kopwbiovg 5:1) Evavdre kdbe pépa Kot oképteote O6TL Oa
a&lonoom 610 £makpo o Ta&idt LoV Gg T T GKNVI,
OAAG TpOryHOTIKG €Y PAAEL Ta pATION LOL GE QVTO TO
apyovtikd; To KAedi yio, TNV EMUOVT EIVOL 1] TPOOTTIKY.
®élete va tedeimoete; [Ipénel va cvykevipwbeite otov
okond cag Kot Oyt oo TpofAnpatd cag. «Ta epumddia
glvar ovtd wov PAERELS OTOV TOIPVELC T LATIOL GOV OO
TOV GTOYO».

Evoopotmote kaiég ouvndeteg.

Eépete OTL £YovUe WANGEL Y10 GKOTUT KOL GUGTIUOTIKN
EMAOYN NG Topeiag oag ot (i, kKol OAa avTd etvor
aAnBelo. AALG ekpvd, pepikol amd e5dg, ToALol amd
€0d¢ oev Bu doxudoete Ta PripoTa Yo T pHEYIOTN duvaTty
Com, emedn vopilete 6Tt eivan mépa TOAA SOLAELY KoL
TOADG KOTOG. AAAG KOBDG Yivesal GUVENNG OTIG EMAOYES
60V Kot 660 mefapyeig oTIC ATOPACELS GOV, YiveTL
oyedOV avtopato. Me GAla AdyLo, avorTTOGGETE KOALEC
ovvnBeieg. Ethikpva, n {on Ba fTav Todd Kovpaotiky,
Ba TV TOAD GUVTPUTTIKY OV ETPETE VO AVOADCOVUE Kot
va avaAveovpe kb oxéyn ko Tpdén. T Oa yvotay av
£Mpene Vo oKEQPTEIG KAOE avamvon|, Vo, EIGTIVEELS KO TOPO,
Vo EKTVEELS, oKEYOV OGO Tpopepo. Tt Ba yvotav av
£npemne vo okeQTeig OMo doa Epaces; O Oedg dev oG
£€ptiae étol. Mag onpodpynce yia vo, Yivoue TAGoUaTo,
g ovviOelag.




Emiotpogn oty avaroyio evéc popabwvodpopov. Otav
EeKvd yio 00TO TO TPADTO UICO AL 1) AL,
EMKEVTPMOVETOL GTO Vo puOpicet Evay puOud kot va
avamvéel oe puOpd. AAAG petd amd mepimov éva piAl, dgv
YPEWALETAL VOL TO GKEPTETOL IO, XTNV TPAYHOTIKOTNTA, Ot
SLOVOGEL YIMOUETPA YOPIG VoL GKEPTETOL TOV PLOLO TOV 1|
v avamvor Tov. Ot TepiocOTEPOL GO AVTOVS OPNVOLY
70 PaAd Tovg va epuriavnBel yiha pilo poxpd. ati;
TMoarti &yovv avartuéel pudud kot £xovv opicel KOAEG
ovvnBeieg Tpegipotog. Tote eivon Tpaypatikd og B€om va
yoAapdoovv. Avandeegvkta, o avartucete cuviBeteg.
Bepaiwbeite 611 avantdcoete Tig cuviBeieg mov 0dnyodv

ot péytot Con.

Zrpayyoriote v amobdppovon).

Xpnowonod okome to Strangle amobdppovon. [TviEte
to tptv oag mviEel. To eddpio [N'aAdteg 6:9 dnAdvel «Ag
unv kovpalOUaoTE Vo KAVOLUE TO KOAD, Yol TV
KaTOAANAN otryun Ba Bepicovpe pia codeld av (deite
avT ™ AEEN) «av dev Ta mapoTioovpe.» Exo kukidoet
avt ™ AEEN «av» o1o dkd pov Bifrog. TTadid, n
amoBdppuvon givor Evag Bavaoipog ex8pog g
amocToANG TE (NG 060G, TNV TPAyUOTIKOTNTA, EijLon
TMEMEIGUEVOG OTL 1] aoBdppuven gival To LEYOADTEPO
OTAO TTOL £XEL 0 XaTAVAS, EMEWON TiMOTA dgV Ot GOIG
KOTOOTNOEL TO OVATOTEAEGLLOTIKOVS TTlo Ypryopa. Tn
oTyun mov coPapeveate va {noete ™ uéytot Lo [Na
va kavel ) (o oag va peTpdet yio Tov Bgod, o d16orog
6o mpoomadnost va cag anoBappuvel, edkd and vopis.
[pénet va Eemepdoete TNV amobBdppuvon yuo va pTacETE
OTN YPOLLN TOV TEPUATIGHOD.

Kot i ypnoomoimvtog Ty avaroyio TG QUANG, N
amofdppuven yia péva eival Gov Vo ¥TOTA® GTOV TOTYO.
"Exete axovoet moté avtdv Tov 0po; Ot dpopelg
YPTCULOTOLOVV TOV OPO KTV GTOV TOTY0», EMEON
apya o€ Evav oy®dva amdoTaong LITAPYEL £V oMLELD OOV
Kké0e pépog Tov copaTog apyilel amhdg va ovpAialet.
Apyilet va khetver. O povog tpomog e Tov 0moio Evag
dpopéag Eemepvd To KOPUATL TOL "YTOHTN IO GTOV TOiYO0",
glvar péom g Kabapng ETPOVIG, KOl AVTO 1GYVEL GTOV
ayova g (ong.

®a 0eha vo GG 0OOMm U0 TOKTOTOLEVT] LIKPN
QOPLOVAL, KATL TOV Oa, £KOVE QUECHOE TOV TOVO GOG VL,
VIoYWPNoEL Ko amdmg Ba meite, "Tewa, unv avnovyeite
v 0v10." Agv umopd va o kive avto. H empovn ivon
t0 KAeWdi. Kdmotog gine kamote: «To puotikd g
emtuyiog etvat va Eemepvag Tovg EMKPLTEG GOLY. Agv
glvar kadd awtd; O Ovélvyktov, o peydrog Bpetavog
otpatnydc, eine kdmote: «To pootikd g entrvyiog Tov
Bpetavikob oTpatol givol va TOAEUNOEL TEVTE AETTO,
TEPLOCOTEPO OO TOV £XOpO». Agv HETPAG TO pEYaAEiD
€vOg avOpdTOL e TOV TAOVTO TOV. AgV UETPAG TO
ueyoreio evog avOpdTOL e TO TAAEVTO TOV. AEV LETPAS
T0 peyaieio evog avBpmmov pe ™ Lope®on Tov. Metpdg
T0 peyaieio gvog avBpdmov ue 1o TL YpeldleTal Yo va Tov




amoBappvvelc. Or omovdaiol avOpmmot sivan ahol
dvBpwmot pe eEPETIKN ATOPAGIOTIKOTITO. ATAGDG OgV
TO, TOPATAVE.

"T a6, aderpol pov, peivete otabepoi. Mnv cog
ovykwvel timota. No divete ndvta Tov E0VTO GOg TANPMG
o710 épyo Tov Kvupiov, yroti EEpete 0Tt 0 KOTOG GOg GTOV
Kopro dev etvan parorog." (1 KopvBiovg 15:58) Mropd
va. 10 TopaPpdcm avtd Yo cdg; «Ilepuévete exel.
Ynopovn, o ®edc Ba oe avtopeiyel yio Tig Tpocnadelég
GOovY.

O&\® vo To T aVTo av Kot deV eivor payikn Oepaneia, av
Kd@Oeote exel amoBappuEvol TOP Kot OVOPMTIEGTE TAG
N o1 Ba propovoe va yivel o SVGKOAT, o GKANPN M
YEWPOTEPN, Va. gloTe BERatot 6TL 0 ZwTHPOS G0G KABeTO
axpifog ekel poli cog. Eqv mpokettal va {noete
péytotn {on, Ba vdpyovv onueia KOTA PKOG AVTAG TNG
Cong 6mov 0 Bedg Ba dokipdoet ™ décpugvon cag. Topa
dgv 10 doKIALEL Y10 Vo KOTOAGPBEL TOGO APOCIMUEVOG
gloat. O Oedg pag ta Epel Oha. Eépel 1dN TOc0
aPOCLOUEVOG eloat. Aokipaletl T déouevuon Gog Yo vo
E€peTe TOGO APOCIMUEVOL EICTE.

[g ta mwhte pe v empovn; Tedewwverg; [og
dwyepileote v amotvyio; Otav ta mpdypato dev mhve
KOAG, OTOV KAVELG Eva AAB0g, KAvELg Eva LiKpd TAPTL Yo
oikto Kot Aeg: «Koampéve pov, kompuévrn Houv.
Hopanoviécal, paidvelg 1 ta mapatdag; Oy
Zrpayyorileg v anobdppuven mpv oe TviEel.

Kpédrta tov Xp1o10.

Edv ovvepyaoteite, 0 ®gdg Oa cog dmaoel ) dhvaun va
kpatnOeite. Oa cov dDGEL TN dVVAUN VA TO
oAoKkANpaoels. Agv ypeldletal va To KAVETE HOVOL GOg,.
®a ce Pondnoel av cuvepyacTElS.

«Eyovtog Befarmbeite yio avtd, 0TL 0wTdG TOV APYLoE
éva koA €pyo péoa 6og 0o To OAOKANPAOGEL PHEXPL TNV
nuépa tov Xpotov Incovy. (Dumrmnciovg 1:6) «Oa cog
KPOTHOEL OLVOTOVG UEYPL TO TEAOG, MoTE Vo Ppebeite
Guepmrot v nuépa tov Kvpiov pag Incod Xpiotovr. (1
Kopwbiovg 1:8) Xwpig apeiforia, pepikoi amd 60¢ TOL
peAretdte avtd o pddnpa Tepvdite SVOKOAEG OTIYUES
aVT TN oTYUR. Agv £xelg KaBoAlov Opeln vo TELEIDOELS.
Mmnopei va aieBdveste cav va nnyaivete kdto. Aev
umopeic va 1o katardfeic. O Ogdg dev £xel TEAEIDGEL
pali cov. O ayodvag dev €xel TELEIDOEL. AVTOG IOV
Eexivnoe to kard Tov épyo péca cag B€rel va to
olokAnpaoet ot Lo cag. Kpdta tov Xpioto.

«"o avToV ToV oKOTd gpydlopat, TOAELOVTOG e OAN
Tov v evépyeld Tov, mov 1660 duvakd Asrtovpyet
péoa povy. (Koroosacaegic 1:29) Mepikoi and ecdig LOAMG
Eexvoiv 1o Ttaidl, coPapd. Na giote fEPatot 6TL 6601
TPEYOVV OMOTEAEGUOTIKG TOV OyDVO KOl TTOV




katevBOvovtal Tpog to Emabro kot {ovv T péyiot Lo
0o kévovv TOAD TEPLocOTEPQ 0md OAOL OGO TGTELAY 1
QOVTASTNKAY TOTE AOY® TNg 6vvaung Tov XpioTod TOL
epyaleTon pEGa TOLG,.

"Eyete e€etdoel T (o cog 6nwg Aéet o [Taviog oto 2
Kopwbiovg 13:5; "Exete dokipdoel v mictn oag;
Apyileig emrédovg; Eiote og kadd dpdpo yuo va {noete
) péyiot Lon; 'H Pubileote og amoBippuven; Kpdta
Tov Xp1oto. Edv dev giote ev Xpioth, Tdpa ival n dpa.
BéAte v gpmicotocivn kat v ot cag e Avtdv pe
TNV VIOKON 6TO Pvupa Tov gvayyeiiov Tov, To prvopd
Tov yu T cvpeirioon. Steve Flatt AGpadnpua # 1303
9 Maprtiov 1997




